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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1  The Background of The Study 

     English has important role in the world and becomes one of subjects taught at 

school in Indonesia. Students learn English from elementary school to university 

level. As a compulsory subject, they learn it to transform technology, knowledge, 

culture and business. In other words, it is used as a tool to get science and develop 

technology and a tool to make relationship with other countries. Related to the 

problems in teaching English, Indonesia introduces it since in elementary school as a 

local content, to give English to children as early as possible in order to prepare them 

in covering the globalization era. English becomes a compulsory subject in Junior 

High School, Senior High School and University. 

In English, there are four skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. The 

students are expected to have ability in those language skills, which cover receptive 

and productive language use. Teaching English is not easy, English teachers should 

not only master the language, but also be able to make their students learn. 

Reading, one of language skills, should be mastered well by the students because 

reading is an essential factor that influences one’s activity in communication. 

Reading is regarded as a decoding skill, which is, interpreting codes into ideas. 

People consider reading as an important activity, so that they usually say that reading 

is the window of the world. By reading, people can get information widely without 

going anywhere. 
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From observation made by researcher that in SMP Raden Fatah Batu, especially in 

reading lesson is known that the students’ score of pre-test in class IX D academic 

year 2011-2012 in the ability to understand the narrative text showed unsatisfactory 

results, because they are still have under minimum criteria (KKM) that have been 

determined by SMP Raden Fatah Batu that is 75 in the year of 2011-2012 for all 

competances. From 28 students were only about 3 students who got score that fit the 

minimum criteria (KKM). So that, the researcher wants to conduct research in this 

class in order to improve the ability to understand the content of reading text in 

reading lesson.  

     From the results of Pre-Test is conducted to know the students’ reading ability in 

SMP  Raden Fatah Batu at IX D in the Pre-activity by researcher, it shown that the 

students in SMP Raden Fatah Batu at class IX D which consist of 28 students, 1 

student gets score 25 (7.1%), 2 students get score 35 (14.3%), 1 student gets score 45 

(17.9%), 2 students get score of 50 (25%), 2 students get score 55 (32.1%), 5 students 

get score 60 (50%), 7 students get score 65 (75%), 4 students get score 70 (89.3%), 1 

student gets score 75 (92.9%), 1 student gets score 80 (96.4%), 1 student gets score 

85 (100%). Based on the results of the Pre-Test, it can be calculated that 89.3% of 

students are still under the minimum criteria (KKM) namely 75 (see Appendix 11). 

Based on this result, the researcher indicates that the students’ ability in 

understanding the content of reading text is still low. Students are still not able to 

meet the minimum criteria (KKM) which determined by SMP Raden Fatah Batu. 

     There is some problem that indicated the problem (Hikmah, 2009). First, students’ 

interest of reading is still low. Second, students had difficulties in understanding the 
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text. They got it difficult in understanding the meaning of the sentences, finding the 

generic structure of the story, so that students had difficulties to finish the exercises. 

From this statement, the researcher decides to use visual media in improving 

students’ reading ability. 

Media is one of the equipments that give to student’s response in almost the 

English skill such as listening, writing, speaking and reading. It is used to attract the 

learners’ attention, and to transfer the information. There are three kinds of media: 

audio, visual, audiovisual. Audio media is the media that can be heard. Visual media 

is the media that can be seen. Audiovisual media is media that can be heard and seen.  

Teachers must have many kinds of strategies to increase students’ reading ability. 

The strategies used are to be supported by the use of instructional media. For 

students, media will arouse curiosity and motivate to learn if the instructional media 

designed to be more attractive and communicative. A variety of instructional media 

that can be utilized teachers in teaching learning process. Visual media is one of a 

good strategy that can aid the teachers in explaining and make easier for students in 

understanding the subjects, especially in reading lesson. Visual media helps students 

make abstract ideas visible, concrete, and reinforce students' memory.  

Some previous researches found that media can improve student’s ability in 

learning English. For the first from Sabilah (2001), about the using of media to teach 

in English Classes at the Elementery School, showed that visual media could improve 

students’ reading ability. The media was used in this previous research because of 

some reasons such as: helping the learner’s to learn, attracting learner’s attention, 
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motivating them, making them easier to catch the material, and to vary the teaching 

and learning process. Then the teachers did not use media in their teaching because: 

the time was not enough, learners had got the textbook, learners looked very 

enthusiastic to study, and the learner had been able to catch the lesson well. 

Second from Anggraini (2007), about the effectiveness of using different teaching 

media to teach vocabulary to young learners in fifth class at Elementary School, 

showed that there was a significant difference of using audio teaching media and 

visual teaching media in increasing the students’ vocabulary mastery. This previous 

research found that the posttest mean score of the group visual media was 76.52 and 

the posttest of the group audio media was 68.91. It  means that teaching vocabulary 

using visual media more effective than using audio media for the students. The 

students understand the meaning of the words when they see the sentence or the 

picture. It is because; they usually learn English in class by textbook. 

  And the third from Hikmah (2009), about improving students’ reading ability by 

using printed mass media in the eight grade students of SMP N III Kolomadu 

Karanganyar, showed that the use of printed mass media in teaching reading 

comprehension can enhance students’ reading comprehension ability. This is proven 

to be an effective material resource to improve students’ reading ability. There are 

some advantages of using texts from magazines for the students which include: (1) 

texts from magazines can create a motivating situation so that they don’t feel bored 

in learning activity, they have responsibility to do their task without any hesitation. 

(2) texts from magazines have many choices to choose as the reading materials.(3) 

texts from magazines are interesting since it is offered painted and colored materials.  
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From the previous research above the researcher would like to make 

improvement and development in reading lesson by using visual media which is 

specified on picture, by conducting a research about the use of visual media in 

reading class to improve the students’ ability.  

1.2  The Problem of Study 

Based on the background of the study above this study is intended to answer the 

following question: 

1. Can the use of visual media improve students’ reading ability in reading class? 

1.3 The Purpose of The Study 

According to the question exposed in the statement of problem, this study is 

intended: 

1. To know whether the use of visual media can improve the students’ reading 

ability. 

1.4 Significant  of This Study 

The finding of this study is expected to give some contributions for teachers, 

students and other researchers. For teachers, this study is expected to contribute 

important information dealing with reading using visual media. By realizing students’ 

difficulties to understand reading, the teacher can develop their technique in teaching 

reading effectively with visual media. It will enable to help them to decide and 

choose an appropriate ways in reading teaching. And for students, the researcher 

hopes that this strategy can make the students more interested in and enjoy to 

studying English.  
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To other researchers who are interested in developing the similar study, it can be 

useful to provide scientific references. 

1.5  Scope and Limitation 

There are four kinds of teaching media: audio, visual, audiovisual, and real media. 

The researcher wants to focus her study to know the effectiveness of using visual 

media in teaching reading at junior high school of Raden Fatah Batu. The limitation 

is focused on picture.  

1.6  Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misinterpretation, it is necessary to give some explanations on several 

terms used in this study. The definitions are as follows: 

1. Media: Is the tools that are used by teachers and students to reach the learning 

goals (Nababan: 1993). It mean that media is one of equipment to attract the 

learners’ attention, and to transfer the information. 

2. Visual Media: Are instructional media which can be seen (Nababan: 1993). So 

that, visual media is the tool of learning process which can be seen and looked 

directly. For example: graphic, picture, two dimension and real object.  

3. Reading: Is a language process requiring the understanding of written language.  

4. Reading Ability: Is the skill to understand the written language and analyze of 

the text to find the contain, meaning and other function on it.  

 


