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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter reviews the background of the study, the statement of 

problems, the purpose of the study, the significance of the study, the scope and 

limitation, and the definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

English is very important for most people in the world. English is an 

international language that is used by many people from many countries. 

According to Quirk and Greenbaum (1990:1), in some countries (particulary of 

course where it is dominant native language), English is used principally for 

internal purpose as an international language, for speakers to communicate with 

other speakers of the same country.  

There are some reasons why English is important and many people attempt 

to learn it, for example for finding job, traveling, interacting one each other, doing 

business, taking examination, doing research, writing in the foreign language, etc. 

English is the ideal language for many governments around the world, and it is 

also dominant in business, education, world news, and communication. 

Knowledge of English may also increase people's chances of finding a new job, 

getting a promotion or a transfer overseas, or of going on foreign business trips.  

Some people study English because they want to become translators, TV 

announcers, English teachers, guides or exporters and importers who are enable to 
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communicate with other people using English. Nowadays almost all companies 

need employees with good ability in English actively or passively, therefore, many 

students choose to learn English in order to make them ready in facing job 

world.So, people learn English because they believe it will help them get better 

job. Kimble & Garmezy (in Brown, 2000:7) mention that learning is relatively 

permanent change in a behavioral tendency and is the result of reinforced practice. 

That is the reason why people choose English language to be learned. 

Brown (2000:5) states that, language learning is very important. It is used 

in daily activities, especially for communication. Learning ability is the most 

important victual. From this ability, learner can learn, practice, and understand the 

lesson. 

Puspita (2011) states that, choosing aprogram in university is not an easy 

matter because the students have to select one which corresponds with their ability 

and it is also pushed by motivation within themselves. If a student chooses a 

program just because of the desire of his/her parents or simply by following 

his/her friends, while it contradicts to his/her desire will result in difficulties to 

complate his study. A student usually considers his/her desire and motivation 

before he/she chooses a certain program. 

The previous research conducted by Handayani (2004) about a study on 

the motivation in choosing English Department at Muhammadiyah University of 

Mlang, states that there are 7 categories of students reason to choose English 

Department, there are profesion, relation, University and Department quality, 

science, fun, gander and geographic. 
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Motivation is one of the important factors of individual which influence to 

decide a choice.  Motivation is defined as internal state that arouses somebody to 

action, pushes him in particular direction, and keep him engaged in certain 

activities (Elliot, et.al. 2000:332).Motivation is needed by the students in choosing 

the study programs, because it will determine the result of the study whether it is 

succesful or not. Different motivation that the students have will give different 

result in studying English. The students who have high motivation usually study 

hard and use more time to practice the lesson. On the otherhand, the students who 

have low motivation will be lazy to study and waste times to other actifities such 

watching television, reading comics, etc., because they are not interested in the 

material or subject. So, in selecting study programs, students should be supported 

by interest, convidence, and high motivation. 

Learning and motivation are equally essential for performence. Learning 

enable students to acquire new knowledge and skiil, while motivation provides for 

showing what we have learned. In the other hand, people who high motivation 

achieve more knowledge than people who do not. 

In this study, the researcher tries to conduct a study about the motivation of 

the first semester English students to choose English Department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. This university is chosen to research because this is one 

of favorite Universities in Malang which has English Department. 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study, the research problems are: 

1. What are the factors affecting motivationof the first semester English 
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students to choose English Department at University of  Muhammadiyah 

Malang? 

2. What is the most dominantfactor affecting motivation of the first semester 

English students to choose English Department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Based on research question above, the purposes of the study are: 

1. To know the factors affecting motivationof the first semester English 

students to choose English Department at University of  Muhammadiyah 

Malang. 

2. To know the most dominant factor affectingmotivation of the first semester 

English students to choose English Department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

This research is very important because it can give detail information 

about the motivation of the first semester English students to choose English 

Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. The information obtained 

from this study are expected to be useful for the English students, the English 

Department and other researchers. For the English students, it can be useful to 

improve their motivation. The English Department can consider the finding to 

provide more facilities in teaching learning process. For example, providing good 

lacturers that have good qualities and competence, so that they can improve the 

student’s motivation, especially for the students who have low motivation to 
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choose English Department. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The resercher wants to focus the study on the motivation of English 

students in choosing English Department at University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang. This research is limited to the first semester students of English 

Department in University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

The definition of key terms in this study is aimed to avoid 

misinterpretation of the terms that exist in this study. The terms are as follows: 

1. Study is giving attention to the subject in order we know more about it 

(Hubbart, in Handayani, 2004). 

2. Motivation is defined as internal state thatarouses us to action, pushes us 

in particular direction, and keeps us engaged in certain activities (Weiner, 

in Elliot, et.al, 2000:332). 

3. Student’s motivation is student’s interest in doing academic work and 

learning academic material(Henson and Eller, 2001:373).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


