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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter discusses the background of the study, statement of the 

problems, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

the definitions of the key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the study 

Language has an important role for human daily life in order to communicate 

with others in society. Human being as an individual and a member of society always 

needs language as primary tool in shaping society. According to Trudgill (1983), 

language is not simply a means of communicating information about the weather or 

any other subjects. It is also a very important and maintaining relationship with other 

people.  

In the same way, Gaynor (in Alwasilah, 1987) describes that language is a 

system of communication by sound, i.e., through the organs of speech and hearing, 

among human beings of a certain group or community, using vocal symbols 

possessing arbitrary conventional meaning. 

From the definition above we can say that language and society are so closely 

related because it is impossible to understand one without another. In other words, 

language is both an individual as social possessions that depend on each other to 

interact, communicate, share the ideas and transfer the thought or to get some 

information. 
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Communication creates communities and the ways people communicate will 

reflect a particular community. People speak their own language that can be 

understood by their community. Language plays an important role in our lives. It 

helps us to create our social words and labels the meanings we ascribe to people, 

things and events. 

The differences of society in social dimension cause language varieties. The 

language varieties are created to make the language more interesting and unique, the 

language varieties are not only as a sign of differentiating its speech community but 

also as an indication of language situation and reflect purposes, topics, norms, and 

modes of language. In addition, Wardhaugh (2006: 4) stated that the language we use 

in everyday living is remarkably varied. The development of language is influenced 

by the society itself, so they create many kinds of language variation. One of those 

varieties is slang. 

Slang is an informal and temporary linguistic form. We all use our language 

in different ways, depending on the circumstances. Most obviously we speak 

differently in format contexts. Especially, when speaking informally, we often take 

pleasure in resorting to slang: informal but colorful words and expressions (Trask, 

1999). Roberts (in Fromkin, 2003) says: "slang was one of those things that 

everybody can recognize and nobody can define". This is a realistic characterization, 

but there are also several more colorful ones. One marks of an informal style is the 

frequent occurrence of slang. Almost everyone uses slang on some occasions, but it is 

not easy to define the word. Slang also introduces entirely new words such as flub 
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(fail), and pooped (tired). Finally, slang often consists of ascribing entirely new 

meanings to old words (Fromkin, 2003: 473). 

Slang is also used by teenagers, artist, and even transvestite when they 

communicate each other. They used slang to communicate each other in order to 

express their different style in written or spoken language to make them easier to 

communicate with their fellows. Fromkin (2003: 474) stated that One’s generation 

slang is another generation standard vocabulary. Fan (as in “Dodger fan”) was once a 

slang term, sort for fanatic. Phone too, was once a slangy clipped version of telephone 

as TV of television. It could be that slang changes through time; slang also has unique 

and familiar terms that are easier to understand. 

Movie is one of media that contains sounds, video, animation, pictures etc. 

Movie not only gives us entertainment but also education because from movie we can 

understand about the development of lives, science, art, and technology that we do 

not know before. There are many people who are interested in movie. Movie is 

supposed to be an image of the real world 

The writer’s reason for choosing a title “an analysis on slang used in The 

Bank Job movie” is because in this movie there are many slangs that the characters of 

the movie used, and it can add our knowledge about the slang, the meaning of slang, 

and it can teach us about how to use slang in real world. 

The previous research about slang was done by Dilip Sanjaya (2010). He  

found 77 slang words with 20 words had same meaning such as: “dumbshit”, 

“dumbass”, “shithead” which  mean stupid, he also found there were some slang in 

the movie are repeated along the movie, for example: “What the hell” 7 times, “shit” 



4 
 

18 times, “bullshit” 7 times, and “damn” 4 times in the movie “The Longest Yard”. In 

Dilip’s findings slang mostly used in informal situation such as: Inmate and inmate, 

guard and inmate, inmate and warden, it is rarely happens between the guard and the 

warden.  

There are some similarities and differences between Dilip’s study and the 

writer’s study. The similarities are Both Dilip and the writer conduct the same study 

on slang used in the movie by analyzing slang used in the movie’s dialog and the 

meaning of slang itself. The differences between Dilip’s and the writer’s studies are: 

in Dilip’s study, he only analyzed the use of slang and the meaning in movie 

conversation. On the other hand, the writer not only analyze the slang used in “The 

Bank Job” movie and the meaning but also analyze the word formation process of 

slang that found in that movie. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of study above, the problems in this research are: 

1. What are the slangs and the meaning used in “The Bank Job” movie? 

2. What are the word formations processes of slangs used in “The Bank Job” movie? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

1. To know what the slang and the meaning used in “The Bank Job movie” are. 

2. To know what the word formation processes of slangs used in “The Bank Job 

movie” are. 
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1.4 Significance of the study 

The result of this study is expected to add and enlarge the variation of 

sociolinguistic research in education. It gives an example of the new forms of slang 

occurring in specific movie. Practically, the result of this study will be useful for the 

English students who are interested in analyzing sociolinguistics, especially related to 

slang. The writer also hopes that this study may be useful for lecturers of English 

Department at Muhammadiyah University of Malang to give the real examples of 

slang used in daily activity. 

 

1.5 Scopes and limitation 

The scope of this study is slang in the movie. Meanwhile, the study is focused 

only on slang as a popular term and word-formation process used by all characters in 

“The Bank Job” movie.  

 

1.6 Definition of the key terms 

The key terms in this analysis are defined as follows: 

1. Slang has been defined as an informal and temporary linguistic form especially 

when speaking informally; we often take pleasure in resorting to slang: informal 

but colorful words and expressions. (Trask, 1999) 

2. The Bank job is a 2008 British crime film directed by Roger Donaldson and 

starring by Jason Statham, based on the 1971 Baker Street robbery in central 

London, from which the money and valuables stolen were never recovered. The 

producers allege that the story was prevented from being told because of a D-
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Notice (now known as a DA-Notice) government gagging request, allegedly to 

protect a prominent member of the British Royal Family. 

3. Word-formation process is the way in which new words are built on the bases of 

other words (Plag, 2003). 

 


