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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The introductory chapter presents the background of study, statements of 

problem, purposes of study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and definition 

of key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Human beings have been familiar with arts in their daily life. Among the arts 

are drawings, painting, modeling, drama, music, or literature. Literature is human 

being creation or expression that is experience, thought, feeling and idea. Literature is 

exciting and unique thing to study. 

According to Valery (in Koesnosubroto, 1988) literature is kind of extension 

and application of certain properties of language.  It means that literature can be 

developed by language and human expression that written in literature. Whereas 

according to Jone Jr (in Hartiningsih, 2001) literature is simply another way we can 

experience the world around us through our imagination. In the other words, through 

literature, people can express what they feel and their idea into written language. By 

using the language, people do not need to communicate with other people face to face 

and readers can understand what its mean.  . 

Generally, literature consists of stories, poems, drama, and other individual 

written works, whether they are fiction and nonfiction. Literature comes from human 

being’s life, it may contain human problems, feelings, attitudes, or even personal 

experience. Poetry, prose drama and fiction are the forms of literature. Fiction is a 
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close with human life (http://www.thefreedictionary.com/fiction). Further, fiction is a 

prose narrative in which situations and character are invented by the writer. Some 

aspects of a fictional work may be based on fact or experience (Macmillan, 1984: 

735). 

Most of drama is fiction. Furthermore, drama develops every period. One of 

the development dramas which have great influence to the public interest is film 

(Schmidt, Bogarad, and Crockett in Mas’odi 2010). 

Film gives many messages about human life. Film is kind of entertainment in 

this country. Actually, film is almost the same as drama, in which both of them are 

performed before audiences. Film is a form entertainment that enacts a story by sound 

and sequence of images giving the illusion of continuous movement 

(http://www.thefreedictionary.com/film). 

So, by watching film the reader can get entertainment and knowledge. 

Literary works is good to increase and enrich the reader’s insight. It will expand our 

imagination and it not only gives us an enjoyment but also gets understanding of life 

because literature talks about human life. 

In this study the writer choose a film entitled “My sister’s Keeper” by Nick 

Cassavetes and tries to focus on the social conflict of the main character that is Ana 

Fitzgerald.  It is interesting to analyze social conflict because this kind of conflict is 

different and unique compared to another conflicts. Unique means that a kind of 

conflicts occurs between people in one family. The person has to think to find the 

cause of the conflict by analyzing the other’s personality. Also, there is an injustice 
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feeling faced by the main character, Anna Fitzgerald that planed to born as a perfect 

donor of blood, marrow, and whatever else that her sister (Kate) might need. 

  This film consists of events in recent lives. So it is comparable with our life 

now. Then, in this film, social conflict is taken as the point of analysis because social 

conflicts always happen in our life and commonly happen in one’s life. Through the 

film the readers can learn how to express something, and they can learn how to face 

our life. 

1.2 Statements of the Problem 

Considering the background of the study above, the problems are formulated as 

follows: 

1. What Ana Fitzgerald’s social conflicts are? 

2. What the causes of Anna Fitzgerald’s social conflicts are? 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

Based on the statements of problem, the purposes of study are: 

1. To know Anna Fitzgerald’s social conflicts. 

2.  To know the causes of Anna Fitzgerald’s social conflicts. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of the study is expected to give contributions to the students and 

lecturers of English Department of University of Muhammadiyah Malang, also 

further researcher. The contribution will be as follows: 

1. For Students 

It is hoped this study will be able to help the readers in analyzing literature 

especially film. Moreover, this study is also expected to enlarge the student’s  
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knowledge and appreciation toward literary works. 

2. For the teachers and lecturers 

The result of this analysis will encourage the teacher or the lecturers to use 

“film” as material in teaching in order that the students have knowledge and 

appreciation toward film. 

3. For the researcher 

It is also expected that the study may provide a helpful references for the 

further researchers who are interested in conducting the study in the same 

field. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this research is about conflicts in My Sister’s Keeper film. There 

are many conflicts that can be found in this film, such as: psychological conflict, 

physical conflict, and social conflict. From those conflicts, the writer is interested in 

analyzing social conflicts. 

The writer limits the research only on the main character, Anna Fitzgerald 

social conflicts. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

 In this study the writer wants to give definition of key terms in order to avoid 

readers misunderstanding. 

1. Study is learning activity or gaining knowledge, especially from books 

(Hornby, 1985:1187). 

2. Main characters are the character that appears dominantly of the story   ( 

Hornby, 1985: 678) 



5 

3. Anna Fitzgerald is the main character of the film that is analyzed. 

4. Social conflict is a conflict between one person and another (Jones Jr, 

1986:82). 

5. Nick Cassavettes is the author of “My Sister’s Keeper” Film. 

6. Film is a form of entertainment that makes a story by sound and a 

sequence of images giving the illusion of continuous movement 

(http://www.thefreedictionary.com/film). 

7. My Sister’s Keeper is the title of the film being discussed. 


