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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

       This chapter presents such topics as: background of the study, statement of the 

problems, purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. Each section is presented as follows: 

1.1 Background of the Study 

        English is an international language that is widely used for different fields. 

Considering the importance of English, nowadays many people that come from 

different countries learn it to communicate with others in larger society. Moreover, 

we have entered globalization that many foreigners come to Indonesia for certain 

purposes such as business, politic, etc. Most of them speak English although they do 

not come from England or the USA. Therefore, mastering English is one of the most 

important things to be learned because we can communicate well with foreigners if 

we master English.  

        For some Indonesian students, learning English as a foreign language is not 

easy. It happened because it is difficult for them to memorize a lot of unfamiliar 

vocabularies with different spelling and pronunciation from bahasa Indonesia. Also, 

they should understand the meaning of common communication with people from 

different countries. Learning English can be a burden for some students. It makes 

most of the students are afraid of the subject. They think that learning English must 

use numerous language rules. Moreover, due to their limited knowledge in the 
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classroom, some English teachers teach speaking to student with boring and 

uninteresting way. 

       Of all four skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing), speaking is 

considered to be the most important skill (Ur, in Cahyono 2010:10). Ur states that 

learning speaking becomes the greatest interest for foreign language learners. 

Furthermore, according to Sinatra (2009, in Cahyono 2010:15), the latest survey 

shows that the classroom situation in the teaching and learning of speaking is not 

conductive.  

        The common situation in speaking class is not alive, with the teacher’s 

domination of the speaking activity. It can be concluded that the class is passive and 

the teacher is not innovative in presenting the material, without trying to explore 

student’s potentials in speaking. The students show low participation as they try to 

avoid the speaking turn by pointing to others to speak. Most students are shy and 

unwilling to speak Moreover when they practice speaking activity in the class, they 

read their paper which consists of some sentences.  

According to Kayi (2008, in Cahyono 2010), speaking is the process of 

building and sharing meaning through the use of verbal and non-verbal symbols, in a 

variety of contexts. Teaching speaking is very important as part of second language 

learning. The ability to communicate in a second language clearly and efficiently 

contributes to the success of the learners in every development of their life. 

Therefore, it is essential that language teachers must pay great attention to teach 

speaking by various speaking activities. It can contribute a great deal for students in 

developing basic interactive skills for their necessary life.  
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       On the other hand, people in Indonesia get difficulty in speaking English because 

most of them get English just in formal institutions like schools or courses not in 

daily life. With the regards to the students’ frequent errors in speaking, Mukminatien 

and Cahyono (2011) suggested teachers provide their learners with more sufficient 

input for acquisition in the classroom and encourage them to use English either in or 

outside the classroom. 

 Speaking is often one of the most difficult skills in learning English as a second 

language. For students who learn English as a second language, it is difficult to 

understand and feel in new language quickly. So, teacher must focus on speaking 

English in order to help students in learning speaking and improve their listening 

comprehension.  

 Learning foreign language is also influenced by linguistic and non-linguistic 

problem. Linguistic problem is the problem which comes from the language itself. 

Some linguistic factors that can cause difficulties to the students are system of sound, 

vocabulary, grammar etc. Whereas, Non-linguistic problem is the problem that 

influence the language learning, such as student, teacher, method, material, time, 

facilities (Sadtono, 2003:85).  

        In the previous research by Eko Prasetyowati (2007), the linguistic problems 

were faced by students in practice teaching of English for young learner at English 

Department University of Muhammadiyah Malang. In this study the writer used 

descriptive research design. The subjects of this study were 13 students who 

conducted the practice teaching for five meetings. The writer chose the five and six 

grades class, namely Joy Class. The instrument used to collect the data was 



    4 

 

questionnaire and supported by interview and observation. The result of research 

showed that linguistic problems included following aspect; pronunciation, structure, 

vocabulary, dialect, language style and culture background. 

      Another research was done by Nurwanto (2007) and it described the non 

linguistic problems faced by the teachers in English to young learners teaching 

practice at English Department in UMM. In his study, he used descriptive research 

design. The object of the study were 15 teachers who taught English in the third and 

fourth grades, namely Fun Class. The instruments used to collect the data were 

unstructured questionnaire and observation. The result of the study indicated that the 

problems covered non-linguistic problems. The non-linguistic problems were from 

the sides of the teachers, students, time allocation and facilities. 

      Based on the statement above, the writer is interested in analyzing the linguistic 

and non-linguistic problems faced by the teachers in teaching speaking at Elfast 

Course because of some reasons. Every class in Elfast course has unique students of 

different age, ability, and educational background knowledge. By doing this research, 

the teacher will know the teacher’s problem and its situations, when knowing the 

solutions of those problems; the teacher may improve the teaching speaking learning 

process. 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

1. What are the linguistic problems faced by the teacher of Elfast Course, Pare-

Kediri in teaching speaking? 
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2. What are the non-linguistic problems faced by the teacher of Elfast Course, 

Pare-Kediri in teaching speaking? 

3. How does the teacher cope with the problems in teaching speaking? 

 

1.3. Purposes of the Study 

1.  To know the linguistic problems faced by the teacher of Elfast Course, Pare  

Kediri in teaching speaking 

2.  To know the non-linguistic problems faced by the teacher of Elfast Course, 

Pare-Kediri in teaching speaking 

3.   To describe how the teacher cope with the problems in teaching speaking 

1.3 Significance of the Study 

1. The result of this study is expected to give something meaningful to the 

readers especially to the students of English Department University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang about the linguistic and non-linguistic problems 

faced by the teachers. Therefore, the readers can use the suitable technique 

and method of teaching speaking when they become teachers. 

2. The result of this study will give good contributions to the teachers in Elfast 

Course to prepare the materials and anticipate their teaching problems in order 

to have better teaching and learning process.  
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1.4 Scope and Limitation 

This study is analyzing problems in teaching speaking and knowing how the 

teachers solve the linguistic and non linguistic problems. This study is only 

limited on teaching speaking in Elfast course, Pare-Kediri.  

1.5 Definition of Key Terms 

1. Problem is a situation in which a person is motivated to reach a goal but some 

obstacle block the attainment of the goal (Klein, 1987:328). 

2. Linguistic problem is all the difficulties found in the target language itself 

which are faced by the students who learn the language, such as grammar, 

vocabulary, pronunciation, sound and language style (Sadtono, 2003:85). 

3. Non linguistic problem is the problem that influences the language learning, 

such as students, teachers, methods, material, facility, time, situation and 

condition (Sadtono, 2003:85). 

4. Teaching is guiding and facilitating learning, enabling the learner to learn, 

setting the conditions for learning (Brown, 2000:5). 

5. Speaking is the process of building and sharing meaning through the use of 

verbal and non-verbal symbols, in a variety of context (Kayi, 2008, cited in 

Cahyono 2010) 

6. Elfast is the name of English course located in Pare-Kediri. 

 

 

 


