
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter the writer would like to present the background of the 

study, the statement of problem, the purpose of the study, scope and limitation, 

significance of study, and also the definition of the key terms. It is important to 

discuss, to make clear what actually the writer’s background conducting this 

research. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Language is important media communication for people in a certain 

community. In the era of science and technology, they need to increase and 

understand English as an international language. However, understanding English 

well is not always easy for everybody, especially those using English as a foreign 

language like in Indonesia. 

People use language as a medium to study literature. Literature is human 

being creation or expression that is experience, thought, feeling and idea (in 

Yuliani, 2011). When people learn to read literature, people acquire a pleasure and 

a resource that never lost, but many people think that literature is something 

abstract to learn and difficult to understand. 

According to Hall (1968), “Literature is a record and embodies of human 

being that is connected to the society.” It means that literature is connected with 

life because it describes the events and the things that can happen in a society, 

what human being has experienced in his life or it describes the reality. In 



discussing literature, it should be pointed out that literature could not be separated 

from its social environment, in which a close relationship between literature and 

society appears as the appreciation of the literary problem. Since people have 

considered that literature has endless topics of discussion, people have many 

aspects to discuss. Therefore, by reading literature, people will get new vision and 

experience indirectly from the author’s solution. As a result, it will be precious for 

readers. Moreover, analyzing literature needs deep thinking and challenging the 

intelligence. 

In age of increasing electronic communication, the concept of film study is 

suddenly expanded to become “screen education”, which includes the study of 

film, television, and various projected forms of mixed media. 

In “The American Film Institute Desk Reference” (2002:394), Scorsese 

stated that films are part of our artistic heritage – some say that film is history. 

Movies made at a certain time, even minor ones, document the way of thinking 

and speaking, the behavior and the style of people’s life of that society and the 

popular music, clothes, and language of that time. On the other words, film will 

show how people live in the certain places, how the people will think and act to 

certain things, and film shows the real life of the society. 

From the explanation above, film is human expression that is reflecting the 

human thinking, act, behavior, lifestyle, and anything related to human kind 

which becomes a story with all the meaning inside it. Since film is a part of story, 

it means that film is meant to be learnt from what happened to the past. Therefore, 

the future life will be much better by taking the lesson and message shown by the 



film itself. Film is also media of communication and education which represents 

the situation and condition of human life. This makes the thesis writer is interested 

in literary works especially film because it always relates on human life with all 

the things related to life so it is going to give message and lesson to the people 

who enjoy the literary works. Therefore, this research is important to be 

conducted. 

In this study, the film is analyzed because as one of the literary works it 

offers many valuable lesson, message and interesting story. The writer is 

interested in analyzing “Confession of a Shopaholic” film because it tells about 

Rebecca’s efforts to pay her debt. Rebecca is the main character of this film. She 

is a career woman and a shopaholic. She spends all of her money for shopping. 

That’s why she has debt. This story commonly happens in people life. The efforts 

to pay the debt which is done by main character can be the lesson for audience. In 

addition, this film includes box office movie. So, almost people familiar with this 

film. 

 

1.2 Statement of Problems 

Considering the background of the study, the problems are formulated 

as follows: 

1. Why does Rebecca have debt in P.J. Hogan’s film, “Confession of a 

Shopaholic”? 

2. How are Rebecca’s efforts to pay her debt in P.J. Hogan’s film, 

“Confession of a Shopaholic”? 



3. How is the result of Rebecca’s effort to pay her debt in P.J. Hogan’s film, 

“Confession of a Shopaholic”? 

 

1.3 The Purpose of the Study 

Based on the statements of problems above, the purposes of the study are: 

1. To explain the reason why Rebecca has debt in P.J. Hogan’s film, 

“Confession of a Shopaholic”. 

2. To describe how Rebecca’s efforts to pay her debt in P.J. Hogan’s film, 

“Confession of a Shopaholic”. 

3. To know the result of Rebecca’s effort to pay her debt in P.J. Hogan’s 

film, “Confession of a Shopaholic”. 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

This study is focused on the film “Confession of a Shopaholic”. There 

are many topics that can be analyzed in this film, but in this study, the writer 

only focuses on Rebecca’s efforts. Meanwhile, for the limitation of study, the 

writer tries to analyze what the causes and the result of Rebecca’s efforts to 

pay her debt. 

 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

Theoretically, this thesis is expected to provide description of the 

important knowledge about human being, especially when they face some 

problems in their life. Thus, it can be used by the reader to anticipate, solve 



and identify the problem of human being that may happen in their personal 

life. 

On practical significance, by reading literature, we will obtain other 

knowledge about life that will enrich and make us more broadly-minded and 

respectful to other people. Also, for English Department students of 

Muhammadiyah University of Malang who are interested in analyzing the 

literary works, especially in film, the result of this study can be used as a 

reference in doing the similar research. 

 

1.6 The Definition of Key Terms 

1. Study means the activity of learning or gaining knowledge, especially 

from books. 

2. Rebecca is the main character in Confession of a Shopaholic film. 

3. Effort is the use of much physical or mental energy to do something. 

4. Debt is a sum of money owed to somebody. 

5. P.J. Hogan is a film director in Confession of a Shopaholic. 

6. Confession of a Shopaholic is one of greatest film which directed by P.J. 

Hogan. 

7. Result is the effect or outcome of something. 
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