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 CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This section discusses the background of the study, the statement of the 

problems, the purpose of the study, the significance of the study, the scope and the 

limitation, and the definition of the key terms. 

1.1 The Background of The Study 

Speaking is the skill that has to be mastered by language learners because it is 

indicator that language learners master the target language. The mastery of peaking 

skills in English is a priority for many second-language or foreign-language learners. 

Consequently, learners often evaluate their success in language learning as well as the 

effectiveness of their English course on the basis of how much they feel they have 

improved in their spoken language proficiency (Richards 2008). Therefore, if 

students do not learn how to speak or do not get any opportunity to speak in language 

classroom, they may soon get de-motivated and lose interest in learning. According to 

Burkart (in Mora, 2010), the language learners need to recognize that speaking 

involves mechanics (pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary), functions 

(transaction, in-transaction, and performance), and social/culture. Therefore, learners 

can be a success in speaking when they know those areas of knowledge in speaking. 

 According to Mc Donough (in Nurbata, 2005), speaking is a skill that enables 

us to produce utterance which involves expressing idea and opinions, expressing a 

wise or desire to do something, negotiating, and/or solving a particular problem or 
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establishing and maintaining social relationship and friendship.  

In class, speaking involves interaction between teacher and students and 

between student and student. Therefore, teacher is demanded to know that speaking is 

not only learning about term of knowledge of speaking, but more than that. Speaking 

prefers to the way of producing and practicing utterance. Teacher should create or 

chose techniques of teaching which support the learners to speak, give the learners 

chances to participate.  

It is important for the teacher to know characteristics of successful speaking 

activity. According to Pollard (2003), there are some characteristic of successful 

speaking activity, such as; learners talk, learner’s participation, high motivation, and 

acceptable utterance. In language classrooms students and teachers collaboratively 

come to understand the discourse of knowledge and achieve the goal. They are co-

constructing in their interactions together, teacher to students and student to student 

(Wells, 1999). Therefore, the teacher has to guide the learners achieving the goal of 

learning, and sets the good condition for learning by applying strategies or techniques 

in teaching speaking. 

Consequently, teacher is expected to take some preparation, such planning to set 

classroom activities, organizing classroom, assessing the learner’s ability, and 

evaluating the teaching learning process. Therefore, to make teaching speaking more 

interesting and easy to understand, the teacher should use some techniques 

effectively. The technique should be suitable with students’ characteristics and 

conditions. Related to previous research, Bambang (2008) wrote students were 
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influenced by the way how teacher conducted class. On the other hand, if the right 

activities are taught in the right way, speaking class can be fun and can motivate the 

learners to practice and participate.  

There are a lot of techniques can be used by teacher in speaking class. 

According to Bobby (2005), Teacher used some techniques in their class activity such 

as game, role play, small group, and drill. Each technique has advantages and 

disadvantages. According to Muhdi (2009), the strength of the techniques was more 

than the weaknesses and students felt comfortable in the class and also it might 

improve their ability in speaking. In applying the techniques the teachers find some 

problems. In previous research Siti (2007) wrote the teacher got limited time to 

implement the techniques, such as drama and discussions. The teacher should 

anticipate the problems arise by preparation. Therefore, the teachers have to be 

professional. They must know and master the techniques of teaching in order to 

encourage their students practice and take participation in the class.   

However, writer finds some methodological flaws in Muhdi research (2009). 

In his research subject, he selected the subject of the study inconsistently. Actually he 

wanted to observe lecturer at second semester but he collected the data from the 

lecturer at the first semester. The writer also finds that previous research sought the 

information about students’ motivation which had no relation with the purpose of 

study. In research finding, the previous research described the weaknesses or 

problems of the techniques in very general manner whereas it is important to describe 

very specific weaknesses and problems to each technique. Therefore, the writer is 
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interested in conduct a research about the teaching speaking. Hopefully the writer will 

be able to improve the previous research conducted by Muhdi (2009) 

In this study, the writer designates first semester lecturer of English 

Department as subject. In first semester students find new environment and new 

friends that they have never met before. The students have to adapt with new world. 

The situation might cause interaction problem. The teacher not only deals with 

teaching material, but also has to solve how to devote student closely to encourage 

students’ participation. The teachers also have to anchorage the students to master the 

material as good as possible before they step to the next material in second semester. 

According to Knapp (2009:6), Languages should not be taught separately and 

independent of each other, but that the teaching of all languages should be integrated 

into one curriculum. Therefore, students should learn English gradually. 

Based on the above description, techniques of teaching speaking class are 

potential for student development because the use of techniques will influence 

students’ understanding, students’ activity and students’ motivation. Therefore the 

study of the techniques of teaching speaking is important for the teacher who teaches 

speaking.  

1.2 The Statement of Problems 

Based on the background of the study above, the writer formulates the 

problem as follow: 

1. What techniques do the teachers use in teaching speaking class? 
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2. What problems do the teachers face in using techniques in teaching 

speaking? 

 

1.3 The Purpose of Study 

In relation with the problem formulated above, the purpose of the study is: 

1. To describe the techniques used by the teachers in teaching speaking class. 

2. To describe the problems faced by the teachers in using techniques in 

teaching speaking. 

1.4 The Significance of Study 

This study is intended to give scientific information for readers about the 

techniques of teaching speaking in first semester English Department. The writer 

expects the result of this study will give something meaningful in language teaching 

especially for speaking teachers. Besides, It can be used as a reference for students of 

English Department that will involve techniques teaching speaking in their profession 

as teacher. In addition, the finding will become the contribution for further research. 

1.5 The Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is the techniques of teaching speaking class used by 

teachers in first semester of English Department. The writer only focuses on speaking 

class teachers of first semester in English Department at University of 

Muhammadiayah Malang. 
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1.6 The Definition of Key Terms 

1. Speaking is a skill in language that produces utterance which involves 

expressing idea and opinion, and negotiation.  

2. Technique of teaching speaking is implementation that encourages the 

students to be more active in interaction each other and gives students as 

many opportunities as possible to speak. 

 

 


