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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter discusses relevant point to tap in required information namely; 

the background of the study, problem of the study, purpose of the study, significance 

of the study, scope and limitation and definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Language as a system of communication has a function to transmit 

meaningful ideas, information within a person by means of establishing and 

maintaining relationship with their society. In society, language also plays an 

important role for humans to communicate and conduct everyday activities that 

require the exchange of information to connect members of the community. 

A language is also a system of arbitrary verbal symbol which members of a 

speech community use as a means of communication to interact and express their 

ideas, feeling and thoughts (Wardhaugh, 2003). A study about language is called 

linguistic. People use language to communicate with their society. 

Knowing the facts that language is as communication tool needed to connect 

people in a community, many studies have been done to explore language and things 

related with it. It is important also that doing the study on language will bound the 

society because the language is what the members of particular society use to 

communicate. 
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 Related with society, one of the linguistic branches is called Sociolinguistic. 

It studies the relation between language and society. Sociolinguistic may be usefully 

defined as the study of variation in language, or more precisely of variation within 

speech communities. 

 There are many factors that may impact to language in society such as 

technology, advancement and culture influences. The development of language is 

influenced by society itself, so there are many kinds of language variation. They are 

including dialect, register, slang, colloquial, vernacular, accent, pidgin, and jargon. 

 There are many kinds of language variation. One of them is a jargon. Jargon 

is a special word peculiar to the member of profession or group, e.g., airstream 

mechanism for phoneticians (Fromkin, 2003:585). According to Hartmann & Stork ( 

in Alwasilah, 1986:123) jargon is a set of terms and expression used by social or 

occupational group, but not used and often not understood by the speech community 

as a whole.    

 One of speech communities who use jargon is in traditional dance lesson in 

the first grade of SMAN 1 Dolopo Kabupaten Madiun. Both teacher and students use 

jargon during teaching and learning process. The teacher uses jargons to give 

instructions to students. On the other hand, jargon used for naming the part of 

movement in a dance and also use for naming every property in the dance. The 

researcher realized that the teacher rarely uses the spoken language when explaining 

the meaning of those jargons. The teacher uses gestures or showing the authentic 

materials to explain the meaning of the jargons. For many students who are just 
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learning the dance, they have difficulty when receiving an explanation of each jargon 

in the form of gestures. Explanation of jargons in the form of gestures can only be 

understood properly by the students who had learned dance outside. In other words, 

only students who have experience in dancing or even students who already as a 

dancer that is able to understand explanations of each jargon by using gestures. 

Students who are just learning to dance require an explanation of each jargon using 

spoken language to demonstrate clear instructions. In addition, students also need an 

explanation of jargons that exist in a particular dance in the form of written language. 

Jargon translated into written language can help students who are just learning dance 

to understand each instruction in the dance itself better. Most of the students who 

take dance lessons at SMAN 1 Dolopo Kabupaten Madiun are those who are just 

learning dance and has never learned dance before. The jargon used in the dance, 

especially in the first grade of SMAN 1 Dolopo Kabupaten Madiun show us more 

about how the language exist in a community but the way they used the jargon is 

different. The jargon in the dance class, most of then used as gestures and 

movements, several used as instructions and the rest used in the form of spoken 

language. Only jargons that formed in the spoken language have clear descriptions 

about the meaning of the jargon itself. Therefore, the researchers wanted to give a 

description in written form to the jargons that is used in the form of gestures and 

instructions. 
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Jargon is one of language varieties which are not often recognize by people in 

common. That is why the researcher is eager to find out the various kinds of jargon 

that are often used in a specific sector or a group of profession. 

 There are some studies related with jargon. Yuli (2007) studied about jargon 

used in “Ikatan Gaya Arema (IGAMA)” East Java. She found that there were 205 

jargons used by IGAMA. Jargon was found in four languages such as English, 

Indonesia, Javanese and Sudanese. The researcher can learn that the jargon are used 

to make communication easier and funny. Furthermore, Febriani (2007) has 

described the jargon used Friendster testimonial in Indonesia and found 30 jargons 

used in Friendster testimonial in Indonesia. Many words come from acronym and 

abbreviation. By using jargon, communication will be simple, quick and easier.  

 Based on the phenomenon above, the researcher wants to investigate the 

jargon used in traditional dance lesson in the first grade of SMAN 1 Dolopo 

Kabupaten Madiun.  By doing this one can learn a lot about the jargon. Although not 

all of people will be the users of the jargon at least they know the meaning of jargon, 

the group who create and use the jargon.  

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

 Based on the background of this study, the researcher formulates the 

problems as follows: 

1. What are jargons used in traditional dance lesson in the first grade of SMAN 1 

DOLOPO KABUPATEN MADIUN? 
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2. What are the descriptions of the jargons used in traditional dance lesson in the first 

grade of SMAN 1 DOLOPO KABUPATEN MADIUN? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

 The purposes of the study are: 

1. to discover the jargons used in traditional dance lesson in the first grade of SMAN 

1 DOLOPO KABUPATEN MADIUN. 

2. to investigate the description of the jargons used in traditional dance lesson in first 

grade of SMAN 1 DOLOPO KABUPATEN MADIUN. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

 The researcher expects the result of this study give a contribution to the 

students of the University of Muhammadiyah Malang and the reader who study 

about language, especially about jargon. By studying the jargons used in a specific 

occupation, it is expected that the study could enrich the language studies especially 

in Sociolinguistic. For the students and lecturers, the findings can be used to provide 

the information related with the existence of jargon in a certain society, especially 

used in traditional dance lesson in the first grade of SMAN 1 Dolopo Kabupaten 

Madiun. In addition, the result of this study gives a contribution to the development 

of language and sociolinguistic area. 
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 This study focused on the jargons that are used in traditional dance lesson in 

the first grade of SMAN 1 Dolopo Kabupaten Madiun. The researcher limits his 

study about jargon used in teaching and learning process of traditional Javanese 

dance because the time to conduct this study is limited. 

 

1.6 Definition of the key term 

 The following definition are intended to make the readers have understanding 

or perception of some terms used in this study. The key term are intended to avoid 

ambiguity or misinterpretation of the reader. They are as follows: 

1. Jargon is a special word peculiar to the member of profession or group, e.g., 

airstream mechanism for phoneticians (Fromkin, 2003:585) 

2. Traditional dance lesson is one of the lessons given Intra School to develop 

creative self expression with movements, music’s and roles.  

3. SMAN 1 DOLOPO KABUPATEN MADIUN is a state senior high school located in 

Dolopo, Madiun.  


