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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

English is the international language which is spoken by most people the 

in world. It means that English can be used to communicate, interact, and 

negotiate with others globally. Moreover, in many countries, English has been 

taught and developed as the second language or foreign language. 

In Indonesia, English has been taught as the foreign language, and it is 

taught for the students from the elementary level until the university level. 

However, for the students who are EFL learners, mastering English is not as 

simple as learning English as the first language. So that the teachers have to 

implement suitable technique to be used in teaching-learning process. By 

implementing suitable technique, the students will understand the whole material 

well. So, their English mastery will improve more and more. 

There are four skills in English, they are reading, speaking, listening, and 

writing. However, in many cases, writing becomes the most difficult skill to be 

mastered. Basically, Writing is used to communicate and to express with others in 

written form. In addition, writing is a complex skill. It means that it is related to 

other aspects such as grammar, vocabulary, diction, and punctuation.  

To produce a good writing, the researcher should be able to conduct a 

good sentence pattern and paragraph. Paragraph is a self-contained unit of 

discourse in writing dealing with a particular point or idea, (contemporary 
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dictionary). According to Oshima (2006:2), a paragraph is a group of related 

sentences that discuss one (and usually only one) main idea. A paragraph can be 

as short as one sentence or as long as ten sentences. The number of sentences is 

unimportant; however, the paragraph should be long enough to develop the main 

idea clearly. There are some kinds of paragraph, such as narrative, argumentative, 

expository, persuasive, and descriptive paragraph. 

Descriptive is a paragraph which deal to with entertain means, to gain and 

hold a readers' interest. According to Fiderer (2002:16), descriptive is how to 

convey the dominant impression of a person, place, object or event. To describe 

something is to tell about in detail. A description essay should help the reader see 

the person, place, object, or event. Students’  describing and also helping the 

reader know that we describe about something. Furthermore, this paragraph has its 

own complexity, so that the students sometimes get difficulties to write it. 

However, writing descriptive paragraph will be easier if the students know the 

best way to write it, and it becomes the teacher’s duty to help them to find that 

way. It means that he/ she should find the suitable technique in teaching writing. 

One of the teaching techniques that can be used in writing descriptive paragraph is 

Active knowledge sharing technique. 

According to Tsui (2006:30), knowledge sharing is becoming increasingly 

important to ensure that practice and policy are based on sound evidence. For this 

to happen, the gaps among research, practice, and policy must be bridged. 

Knowledge sharing is a tool that can be used to promote evidence-based practice 

and decision making, and also to promote exchange and dialogue among 
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researchers, policymakers, and service providers. However, little is known about 

knowledge-sharing strategies and their effectiveness.  

Knowledge sharing strategy may be greatly facilitated by a strong focus on 

the audience in addition to the content of the message. Effective knowledge 

sharing requires identifying a community that cares about a topic and enhancing 

their ability to think together, stay in touch, share ideas, generate new knowledge, 

and connect with other communities. 

Knowledge-sharing activities should improve access to information, ease 

communications with colleagues, and encourage participation in learning and 

decision-making communities. The application of a single knowledge-sharing 

strategy may not be able to accomplish all of these objectives, but if additional 

knowledge sharing is planned for the future, it may be helpful to consider which 

objective should be accomplished first. Sometimes, a choice must be made 

between the most important objectives and others must be left to be pursued later. 

In writing, there is no pre-writing to discover students’ knowledge to the 

text. The example of pre-writing is giving some questions before writing text. 

Commonly, the method in teaching writing used by teacher is not interesting. So, 

the students are bored to follow the lesson. If the method is not appropriate, the 

students do not focus in writing. Moreover, it is found in the eighth graders of 

SMP Aisyi’yah 03 Malang when they write the descriptive paragraph, and it 

makes their score not quite satisfied.  
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Based on background above, the writer conducts a research entitled “The 

Influence of Active Knowledge Sharing on Eight Grade students ability in writing 

descriptive paragraph at SMP Aisyi’yah 03 Malang”.  

 

1.2 Statement of  Problem 

Does active knowledge sharing strategy improve the eight grade students’ 

ability in writing descriptive paragraph? 

 

1.3 Hypothesis 

Ho: There is no significant improvement in the students’ ability in writing 

descriptive paragraph after being taught by active knowledge sharing 

strategy. 

Hi: There is significant improvement in the students’ ability in writing descriptive 

paragraph after being taught by active knowledge sharing strategy. 

 

1.4 Purpose of Study 

To know the influence of active knowledge sharing strategy in improving 

eight grade students’ ability in writing descriptive paragraph. 

 

1.5 Significance of Study 

a. For the Teacher 

Provide feedback to teachers, Teachers can use practice active knowledge 

sharing strategy to teaching in learning process. 
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b. For the Student 

The results could improve students' ability to write a paragraph 

description, students motivation and new condition learning process. 

c. For the Writer 

It can be used as experience in writing scientific papers and implement 

research in education so as to increase knowledge. 

 

1.6 Scope and Limitation 

The Scope of this research is writing paragraph. There are some kinds of 

paragraph, such as narrative, descriptive, argumentative, and expository. 

However, the researcher only focuses on the descriptive paragraph.  

 

1.7 Definition of Key Term 

To avoid misinterpretation and limit the unnecessary points, the researcher 

would like to give limitation of the topic as follow: 

a. Strategy is: Plan ways of teaching in order to bring all the basic principles 

implemented and all objectives can be achieved with effective teaching. 

b. Active Knowledge Sharing is: Defined as the process of exchanging 

knowledge (skill, experience, understanding) researcher. Knowledge sharing 

is becoming increasingly important to ensure that practice.  

c. Writing is: essential to learning. One cannot be educated and yet unable to 

communicate one’s ideas in writing form. As with any set of complex skills, 

there are fundamentals of writing that must be internalized and then applied 
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using one’s thinking. This guide focuses on the most important of those 

fundamentals. 

d. According to Oshima (2006:2), a paragraph is: a group of related sentences 

that discuss one (and usually only one) main idea. A paragraph can be as short 

as one sentence or as long as ten sentences. The number of sentences is 

unimportant; however, the paragraph should be long enough to develop the 

main idea clearly.  

e. Descriptive is: How to convey the dominant impression of a person, place, 

object or event. To describe something is to tell about in detail. A descriptive 

essay should help the reader see the person, place and event. 


