
1 
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Chapter I discusses background of the study, statement of the problem, purpose 

of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of key 

terms. Each section is presented as follows. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

  In this era, English is becoming more and more important especially in Asia 

Regions as an international language for Asian. Elaine (2005; 02) considers that one 

of the central features of English as an international language is that “English is the 

product of a world econocultural system, and is the preferred medium of the 

international community of business, science, culture and intellectual life”. 

Econocultural is combination of economic and cultural which includes the world 

market, business community, technology, science and cultural and intellectual in 

global scale. It means every development in many fields is discussed and made 

available in English.  

 Recently, the importance of English is the fact shown in people daily 

activities. When we have fluent English speaking ability, we can go around the world, 

continue school overseas, and  might have opportunities to  communicate with other 

people in the world. In line with that situation, English becomes one of important 

subjects in Indonesia’s school and considers difficult subjects in national final 

examination.  
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 Meizaliana (2009) argued that “Most Indonesian students face difficulties in 

learning structure because the grammatical rules of Indonesian language are 

different from those of English’.  From the statement, in reality, the researcher found 

also that many students graduated from senior high school, and college students in 

first semester still do not understand about the grammar of the target language. This 

fact is shown when the researcher gave questionnaires to them about the basic of 

English grammar. One of the reasons why students lack of grammar understanding is 

due to the lack of reading in English texts as their information sources. According to 

Poulsten and Bruder (cited in Bambang, 2010, 43), “Reading is the most important 

language skill. Reading provides a relatively stable foundation for Indonesian student 

to develop their communicative competence in English". It means that reading is the 

skill which brings Indonesian students to build up their ability in English 

communication.  

 “Reading is not only a source of information and pleasure activity but it is 

also means of consolidating and extending one’s knowledge of the language” 

(Bambang, 2010; 43). From the definitions, the researcher concludes that reading is 

an important skill to acquire knowledge. So, reading is not only starting from learning 

to read, but also developing into reading to learn. 

Reading textbook is one of supporting factor in learning process as a source 

which is many factors to make teaching and learning process success such as teacher, 

curriculum, media, etc. According to Martin (2003; 448) “Textbooks have a major 

influence on teaching”. It means that textbook is a source which gives many 

information and adds the knowledge used by teachers and students in class. If the 
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textbook has good quality, it has impacts that textbook gives a valid information or 

knowledge for the reader. According to McKeachie (2011; 14) “If the author wrote 

the book in systematic way, building one concept on another, there may be good in 

pedagogical reason for following the author’s order”. In this digital era, textbook is 

easy to get. By browsing and downloading from the internet, the textbook can be 

found easily. It is usually called as electronic textbook. 

 E-book can become one of learning material to the teachers. E-book can be 

obtained easily by the students because it is provided in the internet. Hillesund (in 

Chris Armstrong, 2008;06) wrote that a “narrow definition treats an e-book as a 

digital object designed to be read on a handheld reading device or to be listened to 

from a speech-generating tool”. It means that an e-book is a book which the texts is 

available in an electronic format to read and can be used by teachers and students as 

their reading or reference because of its availability. 

In line with the previous study done by Indra (2005) and Rizal (2012), this 

present study will bridge the gap and enhance more about the knowledge in the types 

of sentences based on clauses from which in the previous studies, there are still some 

points that is not being investigated further such as; its target users, the weaknesses 

and the others elements.  

According to the idea mentioned previously, the researcher is trying to 

analyze types of sentences used in English E-book entitled “Developing 

Competencies” for senior high school published by SetiaPurna Invest which had been 

recommended by government, approved by BSNP 

(BadanStandarNasionalPendidikan) and bought by Department of National 
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Education in 2008. It means that e-book is proper to use and fulfill standard of BSNP 

requirement. It is expected by doing this study; it will give clear explanation about 

types of sentences, which are most frequently used in that e-book and also give 

understanding about type of sentences to the readers so that the reader may not find 

difficulties to comprehend the information in an e-book. 

1.2 Statement of Problems 

In this study, two research questions are formulated as follows: 

a. What are types of sentences found in “Developing English Competencies” e-book 

in reading texts? 

b. What is the most dominant type of sentencefound in “Developing English 

Competencies” e-book in reading texts? 

1.3 Purposes of Study 

 This research purposes are to describe types of sentences, and investigate the 

most dominant types of sentences found in reading text of Senior High School e-

book. 

1.4 Significance of Study 

 The researcher expects to give contribution for teacher who selects the 

learning resources in English teaching. Besides, the researcher expects to assist the 

textbook’s author in improving textbook for next edition and also helping student in 

using textbook as references or sources.  
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of this study is types of sentences based on clause such as simple 

sentence, compound sentence, complex sentence, and compound-complex sentence. 

The study is limited on the third grades of Senior High School e-book published by 

SetiaPurnaInvest2008, that is “Developing English Competencies”. Therefore, this 

study is only focused on the analysis of types of sentences based on clauses in 

reading texts. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

 To avoid misinterpretation about the terms that are used in this study, it is 

necessary for the researcher to define several key terms as follows: 

 Analysis is study of something by examining its parts (Oxford, 2008). 

 A sentence is an organized series of words that allows you to make a 

statement, ask a question, express a thought, offer an opinion, and so on 

(Marcel, 2006; 01). 

 Reading is commonly viewed as consisting of decoding and comprehension 

activities to parse sentence, to understand sentences in discourse, to build a 

discourse structure, and to integrate what is understood from the discourse 

with what a reader already knows (Anderson, 2000: 12, as quoted by 

Bambang, 2010: 44). 

 Electronic book (E-book) is a “term used to describe a text analogous to a 

book that is in digital form to be displayed on a computer screen” 
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(International Encyclopedia of Information and Library Science, 1997, p.130 

quoted by Chris Armstrong, 2008). 

 

To give more understanding to conduct this present study, next chapter, 

Chapter II will discuss about review related to literature used in this study. They are; 

reading, reading strategies, reading comprehension, kinds of reading text, types of 

text (genre), some important factors in reading, sentence, sentence types of sentences, 

clause, e-book, and previous study. 

 
 


