
 

1 
 

CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter explains about the background of study, statement of 

problem, purpose of study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

  Language is the way people use to communicate with other people in 

social life. By language we can get and give information, moreover we can also 

arouse human empathy. It means that language can influence human beings. In 

social life, human beings cannot be far from literature, because with literature, 

they can express their feelings. 

According to Jone Jr (in Risma, 2012) literature is simply another way 

we can experience the world around us through our imagination. It means that, 

through literature, people can express what they feel or think into written 

language. So people do not need to communicate one another directly, but also 

they can write too. 

Literature consists of stories, poems, drama, and fiction. Literature 

comes from human being’s life such as feeling, human problem, attitude, or even 

personal experience. Fiction is a close to human life 

(http://thefreedictionary.com/fiction). Fiction is a prose narrative in which 

situation and character are invented by the writer. Some aspects of a fictional 

work may be based on fact or experience (Macmillan, 1984: 735). 

http://thefreedictionary.com/fiction
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Drama is one of kind of fiction and film is almost the same as drama. 

Both of them can be performed in front of the audience. Film can influence many 

people because film gives many kinds of message about human life. Film is a part 

of entertainment that makes a story by sound and sequence of images giving the 

illusion of continuous movement (http://thefreedictionary.com/film) 

So, by watching film the audience can entertain and get many valuable 

lessons, message or even knowledge. It can develop our imagination and increase 

our understanding about life in all situations that may happen in social life. 

In this study the writer has chosen a film entitled “Everybody’s Fine” 

directed by Kirk Jones and focused on the psychological conflict of the main 

character, Frank Goode. It is very interesting to analyze psychological conflict 

because this conflict is good, different, and unique compared to another conflicts. 

Unique means this kind of conflict only happens on him. The writer has to think 

to find the cause of the conflict by analyzing the main character’s personality. 

Also, there is a heavy feeling faced by main character. Frank Goode felt down to 

the rejections of all his children because they canceled come to visit him. Then, he 

decided to head out on a cross-country trip while chronic illness attacks him. 

This film is much related to recent social life. Then, in this film, 

psychological conflict is taken as the point of analysis because psychological 

conflicts often happen in human’s life.  So, the reader can learn how to express 

something and how to face the life. 
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1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Based on the background of the study above, the problems of the study are:  

1. What are Frank Goode’s psychological conflicts? 

2. What are the causes of Frank Goode’s psychological conflicts? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Based on the statement of problems, the purposes of study are: 

1. To describe the details of Frank Goode’s psychological conflicts. 

2. To describe the causes of Frank Goode’s psychological conflicts. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of the study is expected to give contributions to the students and 

lecturers of English Department of University of Muhammadiyah Malang, and 

also further researchers. 

1. To the students 

It is hoped this study can help the student to analyze literature easily 

especially film.  

2. To the teachers and lecturers 

The result of this analysis can help the teachers and lecturers to explain 

about film as the material of the subject to the student. 

3. To the researchers 

It is expected that the study can be a reference for the researchers who 

want to study in the same field. 
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of this research is about conflicts in Everybody’s Fine film. There 

are many conflicts that can be found in this film, such as psychological conflict, 

social conflict and physical conflict. Those conflicts may happen to main or minor 

characters. 

The writer’s research is limited to the discussion of the main character’s, 

Frank Goode’s, psychological conflict. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

In this study the writer gives the definition of the key terms in order to avoid 

misunderstanding. 

1. Study is learning activity or gaining knowledge, especially from books 

(Horby, 1985: 1187). 

2. Main character is the person or character who always appear dominantly 

of the story (Horby, 1985: 678). 

3. Psychological conflict is a conflict between man and himself and 

considers in making decision or try to decide he is going to do. (Jones Jr. 

in Risma 2012). 

4. Film is the form of entertainment that makes a story by sound and a 

sequence of image to give the illusion of continuous movement 

(http://thefreedictionary.com/film). 
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