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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter discusses some topics related to the background of the study, 

statement of the problem, purpose of the study, significant of the study, scope and 

limitation, and definition of key terms. 

 
1.1 Background of study 

English is one of the languages that becomes a foreign language in Indonesia 

which is taught from the kindergarten until university level in Indonesia. It shows that 

English has to be mastered by all the students. Based on the curriculum, English 

learning activities in Indonesia is focused on the four skills; they are listening skill, 

speaking skill, reading skill and writing skill. 

Listening and reading skills are called receptive skills, because when listening 

and reading the person is at the receiving end of the communication channel. 

Speaking and writing, on the other hand are active skills. These two skills are also 

known as ‘productive skills’. Writing is one of the productive skills that a learner is 

expected to achieve in order to ensure his communicative competence. However, for 

some reasons, writing skill is considered as the most difficult skill because it has 

complex components. 

Heaton (1988:135) states, “The writing skills are complex and sometimes 

difficult to teach, requiring mastery not only of grammatical and rhetorical devices 

but also of conceptual and judgemental elements."  
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Kate Kiefer (1983: preface) also says, “Writing can be a most frustrating task 

for everyone, particularly when circumstances interfere with it”. Based on this idea, it 

can be inferred that writing is difficult because it integrates visual, motor, and 

conceptual abilities. Actually writing is a common part in people’s daily activities. 

Every day people make some notes, write down the telephone number, make grocery 

list, write diary, etc. However, writing will be more difficult and complicated when 

the purpose of the writing is to be sent out to other people. Someone has to deliver 

and organize the ideas communicatively, clearly and effectively to the readers. To 

deliver the ideas well, the writing skill also relies on right spelling, punctuation, 

vocabulary, purpose of writing, sentence structure, the knowledge of grammar, etc. In 

this case, Heaton (1988:135) also says that for making a good writing, there are five 

components; those are: 

1. Language use: the ability to write correct and appropriate sentences. 
2. Mechanical skills: the ability to use correctly those conventions peculiar 

to the written language – e.g. punctuation, spelling. 
3. Treatment of concept: the ability to think creatively and develop thoughts, 

excluding all irrelevant information. 
4. Stylistic skills: the ability to manipulate sentences and paragraphs, and 

use language effectively. 
5. Judgement skills: the ability to write to in an appropriate manner for a 

particular purpose with a particular audience in mind, together with an 
ability to select, organize, and order relevant information. 

 

From Heaton’s statement above, the writer takes one of the components that is 

to be analyzed; that is language use. Language use here emphasizes the correctness of 

using the right grammar in composing a paragraph in writing.  
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Since English is a foreign language in Indonesia, there are some difficulties 

that are found by the students in writing skill. Basically, writing skill is connected 

with speaking in several different ways, but it is often considered much more difficult 

perhaps because of the “correctness”. In writing skill, someone is expected to use 

formal English much more than in oral skill.  

Another difficulty in writing skill is not only found in conceptual skill such as 

generating and organizing ideas, but also in translating the ideas into a readable text. 

Requiring a good grammar is one of the things that support to build communicative 

and readable writing. Sometimes, someone has a lot of ideas to express but he/she has 

difficulties to combine his/her opinion in a good arrangement and structure in 

English. Why? Because there are a large number of rules in English structure which 

are quite different from Indonesian language. From that reason, the students are often 

unaware that they make some grammatical errors in the writing subject, especially in 

composing paragraphs. From those grammatical errors, they cannot organize their 

ideas well. When writing, of course the writer does not want the readers to get 

confused about what he/she wants to say. It should be clear and easy to read; after all, 

the readers are trying to get a message across to them. That is why grammar in 

writing is important, because with a good grammar the writer’s idea will be delivered 

properly and will be understandable for the reader.   

Based on the reason above, the writer wants to conduct an analysis on 

grammatical errors that are made by English Department students of English for 

Specific Purposes (ESP) program writing class  “A” especially for academic year 

2012-2013 University of Muhammadiyah Malang. The writer chooses English for 
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Specific Purpose (ESP) writing class because the English Department students of 

UMM have writing class for the first time. In the first semester, they get reading, 

speaking, and listening class and in the second semester, they get speaking, reading 

and writing class. So, writing is a new thing for them and they will get some 

difficulties in composing paragraphs. 

 
1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Based on the background of study, the researcher is intended to answer the 

following question; “What area of grammatical errors in composing descriptive texts 

are commonly made by English department students of English for Specific Purposes 

(ESP) program class “A” in the second semester at the University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang academic year 2012-2013? 

 
1.3 Purpose of the study 

The purpose of the study is to describe the area of grammatical errors in 

composing descriptive texts that are commonly made by English department students 

of English for Specific Purposes (ESP) program class “A” in the second semester at 

the University of Muhammadiyah Malang academic year 2012-2013.  

 
1.4 Significance of the study 

 By conducting this research, the writer hopes that the result of this study is 

useful to make the writing lecturers in English for Specific Purposes (ESP) classes 

know the grammatical errors that are often made by their students. By knowing those 

errors, the lecturers can evaluate and pay more attention how to minimize the 
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grammatical errors in their teaching learning activities. It is also hoped to make the 

students aware about their grammatical errors they commonly make in composing 

descriptive texts and encourage them to learn more how to make their compositions 

better. 

 
1.5 Scope and limitation 

There are four kinds of text; those are descriptive, narrative, argumentative, 

and expository texts. In this study, the writer does not analyze all of those texts but 

focusing on descriptive text only. The purpose of descriptive text is to make the 

readers see, feel, and hear what the writer has seen, felt, and heard. The writer 

chooses it because sometimes someone cannot describe something well in composing 

a paragraph. This study is only limited to the area of grammatical errors based on the 

surface strategy taxonomy proposed by Dulay et al. (1982) that are made by English 

Department Students in English for Specific Purpose (ESP) writing class “A”. 

 
1.6 Definition of the key terms 

There are some key terms that are frequently used in this study. They are 

defined as follows. 

1. Analysis is the study of something by examining its parts and their 

relationship (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary). 

2. Grammar refers to the set of rules that each human acquires, which enables 

him to speak and to comprehend his own language. (Calderonello,1986: 

481) 
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3. Error is a noticeable deviation from the adult grammar of native speaker, 

reflecting the interlanguage competence of the learner. (Brown in 

Cahyono’s, 1997: 8) 

4. Writing refers to a sequence of sentences arranged in a particular order and 

linked together in certain ways (Byrne, 1984: 1). 

5. Descriptive text is a kind of text that has a purpose to enlarge the 

knowledge and experience of the reader with depicting the real object. 

(Nurudin, 2010:60) 

6. English for Specific Purposes (ESP) program is the English program 

designed by Language Center (LC) and compulsory for both freshmen and 

transferred students of UMM. It is offered in two semesters with teaching 

speaking, listening, writing, and reading subject. (lc.umm.ac.id, accessed 

on 1 November 2013) 


