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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents the background of study, the statement of problem, the 

purpose of study, the significance of study, the scope and limitation, and definition of 

key term. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Communication is the basis of the human society. Without communication 

people cannot understand each other. To make a good communication among the 

society, people need a media that can be used to express their ideas or feelings. One 

of media which is able to connect people in a communication is using a language.  

Language is a mean to connect people and to exchange information about 

anything. It is used to express people’s feeling toward something and to specify each 

person’s need and want. Without language, people will live in isolation from their 

family and society. Words are used to reflect a speaker’s attitudes, beliefs, and point 

of view about something (Holmes, 1992: 246). In expressing their feelings, people 

have many ways of using language and one of them by producing swear word. 

Swear words are the obscene words which are used to swear and view as 

indecent and taboo in the society.  Those words are used to insult, to curse, to offend, 

or to mock at someone when the speaker has strong emotion (Hughes, 1991:05). 

People always associate swear word with a bad or inappropriate word, which is not 

allowed to be used in a conversation. However, there are some groups considering 
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that swear words are the appropriate media to express strong emotion. It means that 

people can use swear words to express their feelings, and it can be seen there are 

many forms of swear words found in novels, songs lyric, and films. Swear words that 

occur in those media are not only used as bad words, but they can be used for many 

purposes, such as creating  more understanding on the media messages, showing the 

expression of emotion, and giving an entertainment.  

Comedian film entitled “The Change-Up” as the object for research is 

discussed because in this film there are many kinds of swear words uttered or 

produced by some characters. The main character, Mitch Planko is chosen because in 

the film he often used swear words in his daily life and used many kinds of swear 

words for different purposes.  

Swear words are not only used when the people are being angry, but swear 

words can be used for different purposes. Swear words can be used as identification 

among a society or a group identity. According to Hughes (1991), swearing can be 

used to show familiarity, friendliness or identity among some communities. For 

example in the sentence Hay you bastard. The word bastard means friend. It is usual 

thing among American Negroes to use swear words in daily talk with their friend or 

family. Therefore, the writer is curious about analyzing the underlying context for 

using swear words used by Mitch Planko on David Dobkin’s film “The Change-Up”.  

It is also interested to analyze the categories of swear words. Each swear 

words has its own category or classification. The classification is based on the 

meaning of swear word itself. There are many classification of swear words which  
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are dealing with genital, religion, copulative, animal and other. For example, fucking 

which means making love. It is classified into copulative term because the word deals 

with sexual activity. 

In the previous research, Alfinawaty (2009) who studied about the analysis of 

swearing expressed in The Velvet Rope Diaries novel by Daniella Brodsky. She 

concerned with the characteristics and types of the swear words based on Steve 

Pinker’s theory. She found that there were swearing by blurting taboo words and 

phrases related to Gods or religion, sexuality, disease, and filth or bodily effluvia. She 

analyzed about swear words found in novel. In addition, Jemmy (2005) in his thesis 

entitled “Swear words produced by the main characters in the movie Bad Boys II” 

analyzed about swear words are used by main characters and the reasons that make 

the main characters used the swear words. He found that the main characters in the 

movie Bad Boys II mostly used the excretory, copulative, and mother-in-law term. 

Also, he found the reason of main characters used swear words to express their 

feelings according to their psychological state such as angry, or surprise. He only 

classified the classification of swear words into three classifications. They were 

excretory, copulative, and mother-in-law term. 

Different from this study, there are differences in these two previous above. 

First, Alfinawati’s thesis analyzed swear words in novel, but in this study, the writer 

analyzes swear words on film, “The Change-Up”. Second, Jemmy’s thesis only 

classified the classification of swear words into three classifications, they are 

excretory, copulative, and mother-in-law term. However, in this study the writer  
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classifies the classification of swear words into eight classifications based on Hughes 

(1991), Rothwell (1973) and Trudgill (1986) theories. They are genital, anatomical, 

excretory, imbecilic, animal, general, copulative, and religion term. 

 

1.2 Problem of the Study 

 Based on the background of the study above, the problems are stated as 

follows:  

1. What kinds of swear word were used by Mitch Planko on David Dobkin’s film 

“The Change-Up”? 

2. What were the underlying contexts for using swear words used by Mitch Planko 

on David Dobkin’s film “The Change-Up”?  

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study  

The purposes of the study should be stated clearly from the beginning as the 

principle guidance. They are formulated as follows: 

1. to describe the kinds of swear words were  used by Mitch Planko on David 

Dobkin’s film “The Change-Up”. 

2. to investigate the underlying contexts for using swear words used by Mitch 

Planko on David Dobkin’s film “The Change-Up”. 
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1.4 Significance of the Study 

First, the writer expects the result of this study can give contribution to the 

readers in some ways.  First, it can give contribution to the readers to develop 

knowledge about swear words. This is also important for the students who try to learn 

sociolinguistics analysis especially on swear words from other cultures. Second, the 

readers will able to learn more about kinds of swear words classification into 

appropriate category. Third, the readers will be able to learn about the underlying 

contexts for using swear words to avoid the misunderstanding in swearing. 

The second, the result of this study is expected to be used as references for the 

teachers who want to teach swear words from other cultures to their students.  

The third, the result of this study is also expected to give contribution to 

further researchers who want to conduct research on other topics from this film such 

as, message, psychological conflict, struggle, etc. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

There are lots of films of David Dobkin, but the writer only analyzes one of 

them, that is “The Change-Up” film. This film is very interesting to be discussed 

because in this film there are many swear words were produced by the main 

characters. The scope of this study is focused on swear words. The writer limits this 

study on the kinds of swear words based on denotative meaning and the underlying  
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contexts for using swear words which are used by Mitch Planko in the film entitled 

“The Change-Up”, because he often used many kinds of swear word in his daily life.  

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

There are several key terms used in this study that must be clarified in this 

chance in order to avoid misunderstanding. The writer defines the key terms as 

follows: 

1. Analysis is trying to examine all parts of work in relation to the whole, selects 

for examination one aspect or element or part that relates to the whole (Jhonson, 

2006: 6). 

2. Swear words are the obscene words which are used to swear and view as 

indecent and taboo in the society. Those words are used to insult, to curse, to 

offend, or to mock at someone when the speaker has strong emotion. (Hughes, 

1991: 05) 

3. Mitch Planko is the main character on “The Change-up” film that being 

researched. 

4. David Dobkin is the director of “The Change-up” film. 

5. The Change-Up film is the title of David Dobkin’s films that being researched. 


