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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problems, the 

purposes of the study, sugnificance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition 

of the key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Learning English language involves four skills; they are listening, reading, 

speaking, and writing. Among the four skills, speaking and writing are recognized as 

the language productive skills. The ability to speak and write English is becoming 

widely recognized as an important skill for educational, business, and personal 

reasons. In that case, the ability of having a good communication skill helps people 

make a good relationship, and consequently it may help people build a good career or 

achieve their goals. Furthermore, it is now widely recognized that writing as 

communication tools plays a vital role not only in conveying information, but also in 

transforming knowledge to create new knowledge. Therefore, the study about 

language needs to be concerned and always be upgraded.  

It is easy to describe writing as communication because students spend many 

hours practicing how to use written language by making various kinds of texts and 

paragraphs` in the school (Fulwiler, T., 2002:26). It means that in many occasions, 

we find that writing is used as the assessment instrument of evaluation in schools. For 
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years, teachers in elementary, middle, high schools, and the university level ask the 

student to compose texts or paragraphs. 

However, writing is not an easy task to do. Writing, like another skill, has its 

‘mechanical’ components. These include handwriting, spelling, punctuation, and the 

construction of well-formed sentences, paragraph and text. (Harmer, J., 2004:44). 

These somponents significantly support the quality of good writing. Therefore, those 

who want to be able to compose a good writing should master the writing 

‘mechanical’ components as well.  

It is known that the English curriculum nowadays requires the students in 

junior high schools to be able to produce various kinds of essay and paragraph. 

Unfortunately, most of them have difficulties in their writing class. In the other hand, 

as one of the language ‘mechanical’ components, learning spelling in writing needs to 

be aware about how to use different spelling to distinguish between homophones 

(word that sounds the same but are spelt differently) such as threw and through as 

well as pairs of words that sound identical are immediately different in writing 

(Harmer, J., 2004: 46).  It means, to support a good writing, students must be first 

able to master the spelling. Therefore, in this study researcher focuses on the 

students’ English spelling errors in writing. 

English spelling system is complicated and inconsistent. There are many rules 

that students have to understand before they are able to write the words correctly. It is 

supported by Field (1998:46) who pointed out that English spelling is not easy to 

learn. There are some rules but often there are many exceptions to the rules.  
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Simonsen & Gunter 2001 (in Reed, 2012) added that many irregular words 

are highly useful to students; whole-word memorization can never be completely 

avoided. It means that although it is possible to make rough guesses at English 

spelling, in order to really know English spelling, learners have to memorize the 

spelling of every word. 

English spelling system seems to be straight forward and simple, in fact we 

still have to memorize just because otherwise when the speaker or writer wanted to 

spell the word, we would have no way to know it is simple and straightforward. Field 

(1998:46) stated that some spelling and pronunciation appear to be illogical. It is, 

therefore, important that certain spellings are learnt. 

In contrast, Bahasa Indonesia provides the more simple spelling system. 

Bahasa Indonesia also has a consistent phonetic system which gives little possibilities 

to make errors because when others say something, the listener will easily guess the 

word precisely and spell the word correctly. Bahasa Indonesia as the mother language 

absolutely affects the process of learning the target language (English language). 

Therefore, it is very possible that students could make errors because they are in the 

process of learning the target language.  

In the process of learning, it is common that students make errors. Students 

also make errors in writing. It naturally happens because learning is a process of 

gaining information before they are able to express their knowledge in the written 

form.  

The results of previous studies have shown that many students still lack of 

spelling ability. Ulum (2005) found that university students made errors of spelling in 
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writing. The percentage of spelling errors were 28.5% omission, 17.1% addition, 

51.4% misordering, and 2,8% misinformation. Another study at senior high school 

level conducted by Zuhro (2007) found the percentage of spelling errors were 36.95% 

omission, 19.56% addition, 19.56 misinformation, and 23.91% blends. 

Based on the result of the previous studies above, it shows that students’ 

spelling ability is weak. Most of the students still make errors both in university and 

senior high school levels.  

In addition, while joining a teaching practice in MTs Muhammadiyah 1 of 

Malang, the researcher observed the students’ writing skill. Most of the students 

made errors in spelling. This might be due to some reasons. During the observation, 

in the daily meeting of English class, students rarely brought their dictionary to 

support their learning English language. Moreover, in this school the English club, 

which is intended to advance the students’ learning out of the regular class, was not 

active.  

In the process of learning a second language, especially English language, it is 

normal that the students make errors. It is supported by the previous study conducted 

by Ulum. Ulum (2005) found that there were several reasons why students made 

errors in spelling. Among others the students were lazy to look up the dictionary, and 

they were confused with British or American English spellings.   

In order to get a clear description of the kinds, frequency and the causes of 

spelling errors made by students of MTs Muhammadiyah 1 Malang in learning 

English, the researcher is interested in conducting a study about spelling with the title 

“An Error analysis of Students’ English Spelling at MTs Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. 
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1.2 Statement of the Problems 

1. What kinds of English spelling errors do students make in learning writing at 

MTs Muhammadiyah 1 Malang? 

2. How is the frequency of English spelling errors made by the students in learning 

writing at MTs Muhammadiyah 1 Malang? 

3. What are the causes of English spelling errors made by the students in learning 

writing at MTs Muhammadiyah 1 Malang? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

1. To describe the kinds of English spelling errors made by the students in learning 

writing at MTs Muhammadiyah 1 Malang 

2. To show the frequency of  English spelling errors made by the students in 

learning writing at MTs Muhammadiyah 1 Malang 

3. To describe the causes of English spelling errors made by the students in learning 

writing at MTs Muhammadiyah 1 Malang 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of this study is expected to give contributions to the following: 

1. For English teachers 

The finding of this study is expected be useful for the English teacher in order 

to know the students’ errors in writing especially spelling. By knowing the students’ 

errors of spelling, it is hoped that the English teachers can find and create a better 
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strategy in teaching spelling in order to make the students able to compose a good 

writing. 

2. For students of MTs Muhammadiyah 1 Malang 

The finding of this study may give the students of MTs Muhammadiyah 1 

Malang an explanation of English spelling errors that they have made. In other words, 

it is expected that they will learn more about English spelling. 

3. For the further study of errors in English spelling 

The result of this study is expected to be useful for the next researchers to 

provide the relevant data causes or related materials in order to develop a study about 

spelling. It is also expected that they will be able to find the way to solve the errors of 

spelling that found in this study. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation  

In this study, it is very important to determine the scope and limitation. Due to 

limited the time and causes, this study is focused on the spelling errors based on 

spelling strategy (Al-Jafr, R., 2010:10). This strategy includes transposition, addition, 

substitution, omission. Meanwhile the limitation of this study is the English spelling 

errors made by 3
rd

 grade students of MTs Muhammadiyah Malang academic year 

2013/2014 

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms  

To avoid misunderstanding, the key terms used in the study are defined as 

follows: 
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1. Error  

In this study, errors are noticeable deviation from the adult grammar of native 

speakers, reflecting the inter language competence of the learner (Brown, H. 

Douglass, 2007:258). In this study, errors mean the deviation of spelling made by the 

students in learning writing. 

2. Spelling  

In this study, English spelling is a system which integrates phonetic and 

morphemic patterns to produce meaning in writing (NWS State Literacy Strategy, 

1998:10). 

3. Spelling Error  

In this study, spelling error is an error made by students in the area of 

constructing words (Gayatri : 2010). 

  


