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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the researcher describes background of the study, statement of 

the problems, hypothesis, purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and 

limitation, and definition of the key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

English as one of the most widely used foreign languages plays a very 

important role today. Some people want to study English because they realize that it 

will give a good chance for their career. English is the key to enrich our knowledge. 

English is an international language which is very useful in this globalization era. 

Therefore, English is included into Indonesian schools curriculum. 

According to Brown (2001: 232), there are four skills in English, namely: 

listening, speaking, reading and writing which are important in English teaching. It 

means that learners can be judged as having good English proficiency when they 

master those four skills. Among those four skills, speaking is one of communicative 

skills that indicates that a learner can master English language actively because 

speech is the most basic means of human communication (Celce and Murcia, 2001: 

103). It indicates that having a good speaking skill is needed in order to make 

communication easier in this globalization era.  
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However, learning and understanding English are not as easy as learning and 

understanding our own language because English is purely a foreign language for 

Indonesian learners. When they are asked to practice speaking in English, the learners 

will feel difficult. As stated by Brown (2001), there are particular characteristics of 

spoken language that make oral performance difficult in some cases, namely: 

clustering, redundancy, reduced forms, performance variables, colloquial language, 

rate of delivery, stress, rhythm, and intonation, and interaction. 

Based on that fact, there should be exciting techniques to teach speaking in 

order that the learners enjoy learning speaking skill and dare to practice speaking in 

the class. One of the exciting techniques to teach speaking skill is Role Play. It is 

chosen because it can encourage students’ oral fluency. According to Livingstone 

(1983:6), role play is a classroom activity which gives the student the opportunity to 

practice the language, the aspect of role behavior, and the actual roles he or she may 

need outside the classroom.  In a role-play, the students are assigned roles and put 

into situations that they may encounter in the real life situations. According to 

Harmer (in Heniarti, 2009), role play can be used to encourage general oral fluency, 

or to train students for specific situations. Therefore, role play can promote students’ 

active participation, and thus the students will get many chances to practice, so that 

they will improve their speaking ability. 

In her study, Susanti (2007) found several facts about role play. Firstly, the 

use of role play makes the speaking and learning activity more enjoyable and 

interesting. Secondly, role play helps the shy students by providing a mask, where 
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students with difficulty in conversation are liberated. In addition, it is fun, and most 

students will agree that enjoyment leads to better learning. Thirdly, in role play, the 

world of the classroom is broadened to include the outside world. This offers a much 

wider range of language opportunities. So, the students can be anyone and in any 

situation they wish. Fourthly, the use of role play makes the class more active and 

alive. Students are willing to participate without any forces from the teacher. And the 

last, the use of role play makes the students more motivated in learning and easier to 

grasp the lesson. 

Knowing the finding of the previous research, the researcher is interested in 

using role play as the technique to teach students’ speaking skill. This study is also 

different from the previous research because the previous research focused on the 

good facts about role play, while this study focuses on whether or not role play can 

improve speaking skill.   

In this study, the researcher chooses SMA Muhammadiyah 3 Batu to do a 

research because the students of this school have been accepted in this school through 

the tight selection, so this school is supposed to have the high proficiency students. 

However, based on the previous interview with the English teacher, the researcher got 

the information that the students have low speaking skill in English subject. The 

research conducted here using role-play technique in teaching speaking to know 

whether it can improve students’ speaking skill  It is hoped that the effectiveness of 

the role-play technique in teaching speaking skill will be successful as a teaching 

technique.  
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1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Based on the background of the study, the researcher formulates the problem 

as follows, “Does teaching speaking using a role play technique improve students’ 

English speaking skill?” 

 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

Based on the statement of the problem, the purpose of the study is to describe 

whether teaching speaking using of a role-play technique can improve students’ 

English speaking skill. 

 

1.4 Hypothesis 

Hypothesis is a prediction of the relationship between independent variable 

and dependent variable in an experiment. Based on the theory, hypothesis is stated as 

follows, “Teaching speaking using role-play technique improves the students’ 

English speaking skill at SMA Muhammadiyah 3 Batu.” 

 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

The result of this research has theoretical and practical significance. 

Theoretically, it is expected to be useful information about a teaching technique in 

teaching speaking skill. Practically, it can be a model of practice using role play 

technique in teaching English speaking skill. 
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1.6  Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is the improvement of students’ speaking skill through 

a role play technique of teaching. It is limited to the second grade students of SMA 

Muhammadiyah 3 Batu which consists of IPA and IPS class. 

 

1.7 Definition of the Key Terms 

In this study, the researcher needs the definition of the key terms in order to 

avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation. The researcher clarifies the following 

terms: 

 Role play is a learning activity in which one behaves in the way somebody else 

would behave in a particular situation (Oxford Advanced Learner’s 

Dictionary, 2011). 

 Speaking is the use of oral language to interact directly and immediately with 

others (Butler et. al., 2000). 

 Technique is any of a wide variety of exercises, activities, or tasks used in the 

language classroom to realize lesson objectives. The manifestation in 

the classroom should be consistent with a method and therefore in 

harmony with an approach as well (Brown, 2001). 

 Teaching is guiding and facilitating learning, enabling, the learner to learn, and 

setting the conditions for learning (Brown, 2000).  
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 Effectiveness is the extent to which stated objectives are met (Commonwealth of 

Australia, 2013)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


