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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents such topics as: background of study, statements of 

problem, purposes of study, significances of study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. Each section is presented as follow. 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

People spend times to communicate with others. While having communication, 

they are talking, clarifying their thoughts, sharing opinion, giving suggestion, and 

getting information from others. It assists them in building and sustaining personal 

relationship and participating in social and activities. As a tool of communication, 

language has an important role for humans’ daily life in society. 

From the explanation above, it can be suggested that language and society are 

closely related. It is impossible to understand one without another. A study on some 

aspects related to the language and society is called sociolinguistics. It studies on 

some aspects includes language use in society, the function of language use in 

society, and variation of it. It is a kind of an important thing that people need to 

discuss. According to Mesthrie (2002:6), “Language is accordingly said to be 

indexical of one’s social class, status, region of origin, gender, age group, and so on. 

In the sociolinguistics sense, this indexical aspect of language refers to certain 

features of speech which indicate an individual’s social group.” It means that every 
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region has own ways in using language to indicate their society which causes the 

development of language varieties in this social life. 

Language style is one of varieties of language usage in communication. 

Wardaugh (2006: 51) stated that speakers can adopt different styles of speaking. They 

can speak formally or informally. Their choice is based on the situation. The level of 

formality is determined by some factors such as; the kind of occasion; the various 

social, age, and other differences that existed by participants; the particular task that 

is involved, e.g. writing or speaking; the emotional involvement of one or more of 

participants; and so on. 

According to Joos (in Mesthrie, 2000) there are five levels of formality in using 

language. It is also called as language style. The five styles from least to most formal 

are intimate, casual, consultative, formal, and frozen style. All of the styles have its 

own function and all are used based on the situation.  

In this thesis, the language style that is being analyzed is casual style. Joos (in 

Mesthrie, 2000) stated that casual style is used for communication among friends in 

relax or normal situations. This style is signed by ellipsis or omission of certain 

grammatical element and the use of slang. 

Casual style is commonly used by people in their social life. However, people 

are lacking the sufficient understanding on casual style. At school, students only 

studied formal style, and they were also given a better understanding through some of 

the activities there. For example, teacher’s speech/talk during teaching, the textbooks 

they read, and the task they do, all related to formal languages. In fact, no specific 
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study of the language in discussing the casual style. Casual styles usually appear 

while playing, watching television/ movies, and reading novels. Through this case, 

the researcher believes that casual style is important to be learnt.  Therefore, the 

researcher expected that this research will give clear information about the casual 

styles commonly appear in social life. 

To support this research, the researcher found two previous researches with the 

same topic as the references. First, Nadia (2011) studied language style used by the 

main characters of “The Sisterhood of The Traveling Pants 2” movie. It was an 

analysis on its casual types. She found the casual language styles from the dialogue 

used by the main characters and she identified the characteristics of each casual 

language style. Second, Putra (2008) studied all language styles found on the novel 

“The Old Man and The Sea”. He investigated about the dominant language styles 

used by the characters of the novel, the function of each language styles, and the 

situation where language styles found.  

Different from Nadia who analyze the casual styles and its characteristics and 

Putra who analyze the dominant language styles used, this research is emphasized on 

the casual styles and the context where it is used. The result of this research will give 

more specific information about the use of casual styles and clear description about 

the context where the casual styles are used. 

 

1.2 Statements of Problem 

Based on the background above, this study has some problems stated below: 
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1.2.1 What are the casual styles used by Mary Bennett in Jill Conner 

Browne’s novel “The Sweet Potato Queens”? 

1.2.2 What is the context where Mary Bennett used the casual styles in Jill 

Conner Browne’s novel “The Sweet Potato Queens”? 

 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

1.3.1 To identify the casual styles used by Mary Bennett in Jill Conner 

Browne’s novel “The Sweet Potato Queens”. 

1.3.2 To describe the context where Mary Bennett uses the casual styles in Jill 

Conner Browne’s novel “The Sweet Potato Queens”. 

 

1.4 Significance of Study 

In analyzing the casual styles in “The Sweet Potato Queens” novel, the 

researcher hopes that the result could enrich the readers’ knowledge about the casual 

style itself and the context where it should be used. This is important because English 

is considered as foreign language in Indonesia in which the people are not really 

accustomed to the language.  People need more information to recognize the passage 

written. Novel shows more informal situation, while at school people learn mostly 

about the formal ones. That is why the analysis of casual styles in this novel needs to 

be conducted. 

By reading and understanding this research, people could learn about how to 

communicate effectively in their daily life. They can learn how to use the casual style, 
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where the casual style should be used, and learn many new vocabularies through the 

slang words used by Mary Bennett found in “The Sweet Potato Queens”. The result 

of this study also could be used as the reference for the next who intend to do another 

research about language style or another language style that could be found in the 

novel or any other possible textual forms. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

This study has scope and limitation. The scope of this study is casual styles 

used in Jill Conner Brown’s novel “The Sweet Potato Queens” and the limitation of 

this research is casual styles used by Mary Bennett in Jill Conner Browne’s novel 

“The Sweet Potato Queens”. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Term 

The following definitions of the key terms are intended to avoid ambiguity or 

misinterpretation. These terms are:  

a. Language Style is a various kind of written and spoken language that most 

people in the world produced and used it to communicate and express it with 

others. Language style is a variation in speech from more formal to informal 

one (Yule 2010:208). 

b. Casual Style is an informal style that usually spoken with a group community 

or close friends that only could be understood by them. Joos (in Mesthrie, 
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2000), defined casual style is typical of informal speech between peers, 

includes ellipsis and slang between peers. 

c. Mary Bennett is one of the main characters in “The Sweet Potato Queens” 

novel who uses many casual styles in the conversation. 

d. Jill Conner Browne is the author of novel “The Sweet Potato Queens” which 

was released in January 2009. She is a New York Times bestselling author 

and also an America’s #1 Humor Writer 

(www.simonspeaker.com/JillConnerBrowne). 

e. Context is the situation in which something happens (http://www.merriam-

webster.com/dictionary/context).  


