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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents the background of the study, statement of problems, purpose 

of study and its significance, scope and limitations, and also the definition of key 

terms. Each section is presented as follows. 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

Language is an important aspect in human society. Its importance lays on the 

need of people to communicate, to share the ideas, feelings, or express what they 

want to one-another. In other words, language is used as a tool of communication in 

human life. Stewart, et.al (2001:427) mention that “language is an abstract cognitive 

system, which uniquely allows human to produce and comprehend meaningful 

utterances.” 

One of the largely spread languages in the world is English, widely known as an 

international language. It is commonly accepted that people find easier information 

about science, art, politics, economy, etc from resources such as textbooks, internet, 

and television programs in English. When people cannot understand English, they 

would automatically lack information. 

Learning foreign languages cannot be separated from learning how the language 

is used in daily life, especially how the language affected and created the natives’ 

culture. This implies the person who learns language without learning culture risks 

becoming a fluent fool (Bennett, Bennett & Allen, 2003, p. 237). It means that we 
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cannot be competent in the language if we do not have an awareness of that culture, 

and how that culture relates to our own first language and culture. It has been widely 

recognized that language is used as a main medium through which culture is 

expressed. 

English is one of the foreign languages learnt in almost every elementary school 

in Indonesia. It is taught to elementary levels as a Local Content Subject.  However, 

the function of English for young learners is just to stimulate and introduce a foreign 

language. It is also to develop their interest in learning foreign languages and to 

prepare them for the next school levels. Besides, young learners are good at learning 

language. Brumfit (in Sabilah, 2001) explains that children have more chance in 

learning than adults. Their brain is more adaptable before puberty than after, and that 

acquisition of language is possible without self-consciousness at an early stage. 

In addition, Wardaugh (2006) says that children can acquire a second (or a 

third) language easily and completely as long as they have enough input from those 

languages. Stewart,et.al (2001:28) state that a foreign language is better given to 

students at young age considering the end result of language acquisition, an early 

start-age is definitely more advantageous. That applies in particular to picking up an 

authentic accent. 

As stated in Act of the Republic of Indonesia on National Education System 

No. 20 of 2003, the curriculum for basic and secondary education must include: 

religious education, civic education, languages, mathematics, sciences, social 

sciences, art and culture, physical education and sport, vocational skills and local 

contents (article 37:1). Furthermore, the explanation of the Act stated that English can 
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be one of the local content curriculum, because it is considered as an important 

international language for the global communication. In realizing the role, teaching 

English at elementary school has been designed as one of the local content subject. 

Teaching languages is considered to demonstrate the culture of that target 

language. English teachers or even all of the learning resources have to involve the 

culture of the target language in teaching-learning activities through writing, picture, 

explanations, etc.  

Culture is a shared set of values, beliefs, customs, traditions, and behaviors 

that provide meaning for human’s experiences and lives from one generation to the 

next generation.  (Bonder, Martin & Miracle, 2001; Carrillo, Green & Betancourt, 

1999). 

In English as foreign language classrooms, teaching language is also 

automatically teaching culture. The form of address, greetings, formulas, and other 

utterances found in the dialogues or models the students hear, read, and see and 

aspects of culture found in the resources represent knowledge. The students’ 

intellectual curiosity is aroused when they learn that they find another mode of 

expression to talk about feelings, wishes, needs, and when they find any other 

illustration of foreign country. Therefore, it is necessary to introduce to elementary 

students the target culture when they learn a foreign language, especially for them 

who will enroll to the junior high school level in which English is one of the 

curriculum subjects.  

 English lessons in elementary school consist of developing four skills, i.e 

reading, writing, listening and speaking.  In delivering the materials, teachers need to 
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have resources for teaching-learning activities for students. One of the most essential 

learning resources is textbooks. 

  A textbook provides an outline that the teacher can use in planning course, 

units and lessons. It summarizes a great deal of relevant information, enables the 

students to take home in a convenient form of most of the material they need to learn 

for the course, provides a common resources for all students to follow, and provides 

the teacher with ideas regarding the organization of information and activities. A 

textbook also includes pictures, graphs, maps, and other illustrative materials, which 

facilitate understanding of learning English. It also includes other teaching materials 

such as summaries and review questions (David in Nermatti 2009). A textbook 

relieves the teacher from preparing material for the course thus, allowing more time 

to prepare the lesson. 

In addition, textbooks in elementary school become very important tool of 

teaching learning because they can give the young learners a real picture of learning. 

Today, many textbooks spread in Kota Malang as the result of how important 

learning English as foreign language since elementary schools. However, in choosing 

textbooks teacher should consider that the textbook is covering the students’ need in 

learning English as foreign language. Moreover, textbook is also introducing the 

intercultural awareness as a picture of learning foreign language in its learning 

activities. 

  Considering the explanation, the researcher writes this study under the title of 

“An Intercultural Awareness on 6
th

 Grade English For Young Learners’ Selected 

Textbooks in Kota Malang”. 
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1.2 Statement of Problem 

1 What intercultural awareness were employed in the teaching learning activities 

on 6
th

 grade English for Young Learners’ selected textbooks in Kota Malang? 

2. What intercultural awareness were mostly employed in teaching learning 

activities on 6
th

 grade English for Young Learners’ selected textbook in Kota 

Malang? 

3. What intercultural awareness were less employed in teaching learning activities 

on 6
th

 grade English for Young Learners’ selected textbook in Kota Malang? 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

1. To find out the intercultural awareness employed on the teaching learning 

activities on 6
th

 grade EYL’s selected textbooks in Kota Malang.  

2. To know what intercultural awarenss were mostly employed in teaching 

learning activities on 6
th

 grade EYL’s selected textbooks in Kota Malang. 

3. To know what intercultural awareness were less employed in teaching learning 

activities on 6
th

 grade EYL’s selected textbooks in Kota Malang. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of the study highlights intercultural awareness on 6
th

 grade English 

for Young Learners’ selected textbooks in Kota Malang. The findings of this study 

are expected to be able to provide beneficial information for the EYL teachers, 

educational institutions forming teachers, English Department of University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang, Provincial and Local Department of Education of Kota 

Malang, National Department of Education, and those who are interested in carrying 

out the research in the same field. 
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is the intercultural awareness on 6
th

 grade EYLs’ 

textbooks in Kota Malang. This study is limited on the three most popular sold 

textbooks of 6
th

 garde elementary schools in Kota Malang, which are published by 

Erlangga, Esis, and Yudhistira companies. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

1. Intercultural awareness can be regarded as the foundation of communication. 

It involves two qualities: one is the awareness of one’s own culture; the other 

is the awareness of another culture ( Honglin Zhu, 2011). 

2.   Young Learners  are children from the first year of formal schooling (five or 

six years old) to eleven or twelve years of age, who respond to language 

according to what it does or what they can do with it ( Philips in Kalendova, 

2011). 

3    Textbook is defined as a comprehensive learning resource that is in printed or 

electronic form, or that consists of any combination of printed, electronic, and 

non-printed materials (Ontario ministry of education, 2006). 

 

 

 

 

 


