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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter discusses the background of the study, the statement of the 

problem, the purpose of the study, the hypothesis, the significance of the study, the 

scope and limitation, and the definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study  

English is the most widely used language around the world. English is the 

world language and people all over the world use it as a lingua franca for business, 

education, political and technology contexts. In current situation, four big countries in 

the world use English as their national language, they are United Kingdom, United 

States, Canada and Australia. Besides, all commonwealth countries also speak 

English as their second language. Indeed, English is also used as one of the formal 

languages in United Nation. In this case, we can imagine how big the influence of 

English in current global situation. 

Indonesian government absolutely realizes with this situation, so that, they 

decide English as a compulsory subject to learn in formal school. According to 

Wijarwadi (2008), based on GBPP (Garis- Garis Besar Pedoman Pengajaran/ The 

General Instruction of Teaching), the teaching-learning process of English 

concentrates on the four skills, those are listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  

One of those skills has important point in mastering English, for example is 

reading. Reading is an important life skill. Reading is a critical skill for participation 



2 

 

in all aspects of life, including school, work, and the community. It is a major key to 

access knowledge, gain independence, and exercise life choices. Nevills (2009: 7) 

stated that reading is an acquired skill and not a natural process, most people do 

become fluent readers, but not without a lot of work. Learning to read is a long, 

gradual process that begins in infancy.  

Certainly, reading is very important in academic life. Reading is a 

developmental process that involves being able to identify words in text, understand 

what the words mean, seek connections for word meanings, and do all this with speed 

and fluency (Nevills, 2009:110). Snow, Burns, & Griffins (1998) (in Nevills, 2009:8) 

stated reading in any language poses a challenge, but reading in English is 

particularly difficult. In fact, teachers often find difficulty to lead the students to be 

active and enjoy in learning reading subject. It is intensely essential to select a certain 

teaching method for reading skill because reading subject tends to make the students 

bored in the classroom. Therefore, the teachers are expected to selectively implement 

teaching method which avoids the students being bored in reading subject. 

There are so many appropriate teaching methods which are suitable to 

improve the students’ reading achievement. There is certain method which improves 

the students’ reading achievement and emphasizes on student-centered learning. For 

instance, cooperative learning models that contain some methods which make the 

whole students active and cooperative during reading learning process. Cooperative 

learning is a broad term that encompasses many forms of group work in which all 

members rely upon one another to solve problems, create solutions, practice skills, or 
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develop ideas. Students can be grouped in many ways, including by interest, by 

strength, or at random (Valle, 2010:122).  

There are methods of cooperative learning model namely Jigsaw, Think-Pair-

Share, Numbered Heads Together, Group Investigation, Two Stay Two Stray, Make a 

Match, Listening Team, Inside-Outside Circle, Bamboo Dancing, Point-Counter-

Point, and The Power of Two (Suprijono, 2011:89). Cooperative learning model is 

not entirely new for the teachers. Model of cooperative learning is learning model 

that prioritizes the groups. Each student in the group has different abilities (high, 

medium, and low) and if possible a member of the group coming from learning 

model prioritizes cooperation in solving problems to apply the knowledge and skills 

in order to achieve learning objectives. According to Kagan (2009:63), literally 

hundreds of studies which demonstrate cooperative learning boost achievement more 

than traditional methods. Cooperative learning outperforms competitive and 

individualistic learning structures across all age levels, subject areas, and almost all 

tasks. 

In order to make the students active and cooperative during reading learning 

process, the researcher uses one of those kinds of cooperative learning model that is 

Make a Match method. Rusman (2011:223) stated that Make a Match method is one 

of methods in cooperative learning. This method is developed by Lorna Curran 

(1994). The implementation of this method is started from technique, each student 

gets a card (questions and answers), then they have to seek a suitable partner with the 

cards he holds. The students who have found their partners before the deadline will 

receive points. One of strengths of this technique is that the students find a partner 
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while learning about a concept or topic in a fun atmosphere. According to Mulyarsih 

(2010) 

The implementation of Make a Match method found several findings that this 

method engages the students’ cooperation in answering question by matching 

the card that they hold, the learning process more interesting and seems most 

of the students become more enthusiasm in joining learning process, and the 

students’ participation appears when the students find a suitable partner with 

the cards he holds. It is the characteristic of learning that stated by Lie 

(2010:10), cooperative learning is learning which emphasizes on mutual 

assistance and group cooperation. 

  

 

Make a Match method appears to be very interesting because it helps the 

students focus to the content of the card and encourage active reading. Suprijono 

(2011: 95) stated that in the middle of Make a Match method implementation steps 

the groups of students who hold the question card and answer card have to find their 

matched-cards, and the teacher gives them an opportunity to have discussion related 

to the content of their cards. Thus, having discussion unconsciously will make the 

students understand the topic of the discussion that they are studying.  

In addition, the strength of Make a Match method is to generate students’ 

motivation to engage actively in the learning process. Amri (2010: 182) stated that 

the students intensely enjoy this Make a Match method because it is not boring and 

the teacher stimulates the students’ creativity by using media. Indeed, by 

implementing this method, it helps the teacher have less involvement. Suprijono 

(2011:96) stated that in the Make a Match method, the teacher is just responsible for 

monitoring the students and facilitating them by giving confirmation in the last 

session. Amri (2010: 182) stated that in the steps of Make a Match method every 

student gets one card, and they have to think about the question and answer from the 
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card that they hold. Here, Make a Match method (Seeking Couple) evokes more on 

the students’ involvement and responsibility for each other in finding the matched 

card.  

Wahyuni (2010) investigated The Effectiveness of Using Make a Match 

Method in Teaching Reading Comprehension to the First Grade Students of SMP N 2 

Sulang, Rembang in the Academic Year of 2009/2010 showed that the Make a Match 

method is effective to help the students improve their reading comprehension. The 

previous study showed the experimental group got 74.67 in average and 75% in 

percentage of achievement.  Then, the control group got 64.40 in average and 65% in 

percentage of achievement. The t-test application to the scores showed that the 

estimated t value (3.27) was higher than the critical t value (2.0043). Therefore, there 

was significant difference between the students who were taught using Make a Match 

method and the students who were not. The higher achievement in experimental 

group shows that using Make a Match method in teaching reading comprehension to 

the first grade students of SMP N 2 Sulang, Rembang in the academic year of 

2009/2010 is effective.  

Concerning with the strengths of the Make a Match method, the researcher is 

interested in applying this method in SMA TAMANSISWA Malang especially in the 

third grade of IPS class. Regarding the English mastery, Indonesian students are 

likely to have difficulty in reading comprehension. Hamra & Syatriana (2010) in their 

research in five SMAs (senior high schools) in South Sulawesi, Indonesia, stated that 

most teachers at senior high school that the reading comprehension of their students 

was poor. Besides, all students had difficulties in reading English texts because of 
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different reasons: (a) lack of vocabulary, (b) lack of learning support, (c) lack of 

language knowledge, (d) pronunciation difficulties, (e) lack of knowledge of words, 

phrases, paragraphs, and passage or texts (f) lack of the application of reading 

strategies, (g) lack of reading skills and reading interest, and (h) lack of reading 

amount (i) lack of reading motivation.  

Here, the researcher had experience in practice teaching at SMA 

TAMANSISWA Malang, especially in the third grade of IPS class. While practice 

teaching was conducted, the researcher found the students’ problem during learning 

reading. For instance, only few students had willingness to read, some students found 

difficulty and even the rest of them were poor to understand and catch the message in 

the text. Because of those reasons, the third grade of IPS class of SMA 

TAMANSISWA Malang are selected to be the subject of the research. According to 

Wijarwadi (2008), actually, there are many factors that make students’ reading 

achievement low. It might be caused by internal and external factors. Motivation, 

interest, and intelligence are the examples of internal factors. Meanwhile, economic 

background, learning materials and teachers’ performance including their teaching 

methods are the examples of external factors. It requires the appropriate technique 

and method in order to achieve better learning outcomes in language teaching. In fact, 

there are many students who are not skilled on it. It can be proved by the students’ 

mean score in their mid semester which was below 75. Therefore, the writer wanted 

to conduct a study on Make a Match to improve the students’ reading achievement to 

third grade at SMA TAMANSISWA Malang. 
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1.2 Statement of the Problem  

Based on the background of the study, the research problem is formulated as 

follows: 

Does Make a Match method improve the students’ reading achievement to the 

third grade IPS Class at SMA TAMANSISWA Malang?  

1.3 Purpose of the Study  

This research is aimed to know whether Make a Match method improves the 

students’ reading achievement or not. 

1.4 Hypotheses 

 Hypothesis Alternative :  

Make a Match method improves the students’ reading achievement 

  Hypothesis Null:  

Make a Match method does not improve the students’ reading achievement 

1.5 Significance of the Study  

This research has two advantages as follows:  

  Theoretical benefits  

1. This research is expected to give benefit to broaden students’ 

knowledge in reading skill 
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2. The result is expected for the next researcher as an input and a 

reference related to the research 

  Practical benefits  

1. The result is expected to give information for the teacher to use new 

teaching technique which based on the student group learning that can 

be applied in their school, especially Make a Match method. 

2. The result will help the students to be more active and cooperative 

during learning process  

1.6 Scope and Limitation  

  Based on the background of the study, the study has scope and limitation. The 

scope of this study is focused on the use of Make a Match method in teaching 

reading comprehension. In addition, this study is limited to the third grade 

students of SMA TAMANSISWA Malang especially on IPS class. 

1.7 Definition of Key term  

 Make a Match Method : Make a Match ( Seeking Couples) or Mix N  

Match is method; which the student is given a 

card related to the topic, they move repeatedly 

about quizzing each other and trading card. 

Afterwards, they rush to find a partner with the 
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card matches theirs. (http://www.kaganaustralia. 

com.au/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=102001) 

 

 Cooperative Learning  : Cooperative learning is a broad term that  

encompasses many forms of group work in 

which all members rely upon one another to 

solve problems, create solutions, practice skills, 

or develop ideas. Students can be grouped in 

many ways, including by interest, by strength, 

or at random. (Valle, 2010:122) 

 

 Reading Achievement  : Reading achievement is understood to refer  

to critical reading scores as measured by 

assessments. (Eno, 2011) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


