
 

 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter provides a discussion of the background of the study, statement 

of the problems, objectives of the study, scope and limitation, significance of the 

study, and definition of the key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 Recent literary critics have come into an agreement that there is still no 

conventional definition, as well as the function, of literature. It commonly happens 

that a definition of literature given by one critic will soon be debated, challenged, or 

even refused by others. An attempt of finding a conclusive definition, limitation, and 

function of literature seems to be an endless effort in the frame work of humanistic 

studies. 

Beyond the debate of the definition, however, lies a generally accepted 

characteristic of literature. Most critics see literature as a product of human creativity 

in the form of written or oral work (Wellek & Warren, 1990). Therefore, literature 

undoubtedly occupies a language in which the various elements and components of 

the text are brought into a complex relation. Through the art of language play, 

literature offers pleasure and illumination (Kennedy, 1983). 

  In the literary world, there are many kinds of literary work, such as novel, 

fiction, poetry, poem etc. Novel is one of literary works which describes human 

beings’ life, attitude, action, and even represents the historical facts. The length of 



 

 

 

 

novel allows the author to use multiple structures. There may be plots, counter plots, 

and subplots; stories outside the main story is often arranged to provide contrast or 

ironic comment. The author also has more space for social and historical complexity, 

more psychological background of character, motive, and choice. On the other hand, 

novel is a fictional narrative, longer than the short story, but with no set length. It 

organizes character than a story. It shows its characters in more depth than the short 

story. Novel is able to contain more complicated action than the short story, and it is 

more likely to introduce subplots (Peck, 1988).   

 A Literary work is the result of human beings’ thinking which tells about life 

that deals with feeling, ideas, experience, ambition, imagination and problem. One of 

literary genres is novel, a book-length story in prose, whose author tries to create the 

sense of actual life (Kennedy, 1983). The full length novel may consist of over 100 

words, containing a number of characters. Some of them are fully developed, have 

more incidents or episodes, have a number of settings, and may take place in a long 

span of time. It may have more than one theme; have both minor and major crises 

(conflicts) and climaxes (Koesnosubroto, 1988). 

There are various things that might be the influential background of the 

authors in writing their novel (Bakker, 1978). Literary art of the novel shows diverse 

style, may have different background or purpose, or show different artistic trends. 

Those distinctive purpose and background creates differences of novel. There are 

fictional novel, detective novel, romantic novel, biographical novel, and science 

fiction novel.  



 

 

 

 

The Lord of the Rings took almost eighteen years of writing process before it 

was being published during the year 1954-55 and divided into three volumes: The 

Fellowship of the Ring, The Two Towers, and The Return of the King. The Lord of 

the Rings, actually, is not a ‘trilogy’ but a unified work. 

The description of the Middle-earth in The Lord of the Rings more or less is 

very much alike the land in Europe, especially Tolkien’s hometown in the outskirt of 

Birmingham, England. The statement above also emphasizes this as it is said that the 

region, the climate, geology and vegetation, and the scale of the Middle-earth are 

similar to Europe which make the readers, especially for those who live in England, 

familiar with the setting in The Lord of the Rings(Rosebury, 1992). 

This extraordinary way of thinking that can create such an imagination affects 

the thesis writer to know deeper about the works of J. R. R. Tolkien, especially The 

Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring, which has already been a 

phenomenon, especially among his avid readers. It also cannot be denied that the 

World War I somewhat affects the writing of J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the 

Rings. This is shown as the bearing of the Ring from the Shire where Frodo lives to 

another places (Rivendell, and finally to Mount Doom in Mordor) as the 

symbolization of the transfer of power in the World War II. Another influence of the 

World War in The Lord of the Rings can also be seen in the battle between the 

Fellowship of the Ring and the Orcs in Mines of Moria as a symbol of Battle of 

Somme where Tolkien as a British officer was trapped in a pit together with his 

fellow soldiers. From his experiences while he was still an officer in the World War 

as well as his eagerness in old English and other tales and history that ever exist in 



 

 

 

 

Europe, such as Beowulf and Kalevala, Tolkien wrote his most famous novel, The 

Lord of the Rings(Arnaldo-Guizar, 2001). 

The unique character of Frodo Baggins makes the thesis writer wants to 

analyze more about him and the possibilities of other influences that can occur. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

There are some questions that would be answered in this thesis. Those 

questions are: 

(1) What values of heroism does Frodo Baggins have which make him chosen as 

the Ring-bearer? 

(2) What and who influence him so that Frodo Bagginse has those values of 

heroism? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Research 

Based on the above statement problems, this study is aimed atrevealing: 

(1) Values of heroism of  Frodo Bagginsthat make him capable of taking and 

destroying the Ring to Mount Doom.  

(2) Some aspects influence Frodo Bagginsto change his way of thinking. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

The discussion in this thesis will be limited to the main character, Frodo 

Baggins, and the influences that he gets from his environment, his friends and 

relatives, and his enemies. 

 

1.5 Significance of the Study  

 There are two functional considerations for conducting the research. This 

study is significant to conduct due to its theoretical and practical functions. 

Theoretically, the writer expects that the result of this analysis will encourage the 

English Department students to read literary works, especially novel. It is clear that 

when the students study literary work, particularly novel, they might not only enlarge 

their linguistic competence through its analysis and appreciation, but also enrich their 

language. Besides, the students can enlarge their knowledge about culture and issues 

in other countries. 

  Practically, the students will know how to analyze a novel in the focus on the 

values of heroism; in this case the students will get information about heroism as a 

part of topic in the novel The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring. By 

reading the result of the analysis, the students will get more information about the 

causes that make the main character in the story be capable of taking and destroying 

the Ring to Mount Doom and some influences from his friends and relatives as well 

as his environment that can affect Frodo’s life in his journeys and his way of 

thinking.  

 



 

 

 

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

To make the readers understand this study easily, the writer would like to 

present several definitions of the key terms as follows: 

1. Heroismvalues in this study refers to the qualities of a hero or heroine; 

exceptional or heroic courage when facing danger (especially in battle)  

2. The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring in this study refers to a 2001 

fantasy film directed by Peter Jackson based on the first volume of J. R. R. 

Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings (1954–1955).  

3. Frodo Bagginsin this study refers to the primary protagonist of Tolkien's The 

Lord of the Rings. Frodo was a hobbit of the Shire who inherited Sauron's Ring 

from Bilbo Baggins and undertook the quest to destroy it in the fires of Mount 

Doom.  

 


