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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1.  Background of Study 

 Every culture in every region has its own language, it is a means for 

communication. Language can become the bridge for every people to connect to 

the cross regional culture. By using language, one can collect the knowledge, 

gather the information, express feeling, emotion, and intimateness. 

 Nowadays, the people are spread out in cross regional culture, that makes 

people have to know the language used in order to avoid the misunderstanding 

between one speaker to the other speakers. This study is focused in introducing 

the Sasak language used especially the terms of address which varied between 

males and females. This study also will build the high consciousness of the 

existence of language community especially for those who are interested in 

learning the connection between language and culture or social. 

 The researcher realizes that the numbers of Sasak community that takes the 

study in Malang is increasing year by year. Based on the students data of 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang in 2010, there were 338 students from 

Lombok and in 2013, there are 668 students. So, it becomes the attention to 

present the reference of Sasak especially Sasak language regarding to the raising 

numbers of the students. 

 Besides, this thesis emphasizes the ethics of speech for people who will visit 

Lombok. It would be better if they understand the appropriate addresses in 
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addressing people in order to avoid any misunderstanding with local people. So, 

through this thesis, they have reference to it. Based on those reasons, it is 

necessary to conduct the research of the terms of address spoken by young Sasak.  

 The Sasak majority is made up by the population of Lombok Island in West 

Nusa Tenggara Province. They live throughout the whole island, but they prefer 

to populate closely in a big group in the area in which it is prosperous to engage 

rice fields farming in the south of mountain Rinjani. Most of them are farmers, 

some are laborers, some are fishermen, and some are craftsmen. 

 The Sasak is believed as the descendant of Malay race that populates Lombok 

for thousands of years. The culture of Sasak is influenced by Javanese and 

Balinese culture which spread to both Hindu and Islam to the population. 

Nowadays, the Sasak applies many traits and customs similar to Java and Bali, 

and the Sasak language has many words adopted from both Javanese and 

Balinese. Like other languages, the varieties of Sasak language show the 

significant differences between males and females use. (Zainab: 2008) 

 Sasak language is divided into two language stratification according to the 

social class, they are base alus and base jamak. Base jamak is the lowest level 

and it is used when addressing someone of the same status, of the same age, or the 

lower status, such as close friends, younger persons, and subordinates e.g. ante 

(you for male) and kamu (you for female). Besides, base alus is the highest level 

and it is used when addressing a person who is highly respected, such as teachers, 

parents, grandparents, noble, etc. The terms used to address people who are 
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respected or have higher class of social are using polite terms of address such as 

side or pelinggih (you) for both males and females. 

Sasak language is bound to gender use, it shows the very significant 

differences in the term which is used to address both social construction; males 

and females. Those differences appear in terming male as mame and female as 

nine as the example. These differences show the fact that Sasak language is linked 

to the gender, and it forces the writer to observe about this phenomenon through 

the sociolinguistic study. 

 Gender is concerned with the social structure or exactly related to the social 

behavior. It is built on the childhood behavior and it continues until they have 

grown and perform it. When it is combined with sex, the significant differences 

are found. Eckert (2003) published that sex is a biological categorization based 

primarily on reproductive potential, whereas gender is the social elaboration of 

biological sex. Gender is what is built in biological sex, and it strengthens the 

difference between biological differences. 

 Furthermore, Vitayala (2010) in SKPM IPB (2013) stated gender is a concept 

which indicates to a role system and its connection between female and male that 

are not determined by biological differences, but they are determined by social 

range, politic, and economy. Also in SKPM IPB (2013), WHO (2012) defined 

gender is a set of role, behavior, activity, and attribute reputed for men and 

women which is constructed by social in a community. 

http://skpm.ipb.ac.id/tag/gender/
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 The social behavior which contains language in it is discussed through 

sociolinguistic study. Sociolinguistic is one of the branches of linguistic study. It 

discusses the aspect of language used in society. It also discusses language as 

social property which is used as property or tools of communication. Jendra 

(2010) argued that sociolinguistics is a branch of linguistics that takes language as 

an object of study, in a way that is usually distinguished from how syntax, 

semantics, morphology, and phonology handle. It is a field that analyzes language 

as part of social property. 

 Further, Wardhaugh (2006) stated that sociolinguistics is concerned with 

investigating the relationship between language and society with the goal of a 

better understanding of the structure of language and of how language functions 

in communication. It is obviously clear that sociolinguistics is concerned in 

investigating the connection between language and society, how language is 

applied in society as a main property of communication. 

 The use of language may be varied according to the social structure of society. 

This variation can be investigated through sociolinguistics studies. 

Sociolinguistics is the field that studies the relation between language and society, 

between the uses of language and the social structures in which the users of 

language live (Spolsky, 1998 in Jendra, 2010). 

 The fact is shown in the behavior of the society in using language, the relation 

between language and society is often shown in variety of ways in using 

language. It can be found in phenomena when children speak to their parents, 
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students speak to their teachers, employees speak to their boss, and conversation 

which involves inter-sexual (gender) subject. Wardhaugh (2006) stated that social 

structure may either influence or determine linguistic structure and/or behavior. 

 These differences has a direct relationship to language, it is proved by the 

form of language which has association related to gender. Language and gender 

often shows phenomenon which sometimes it is differently spoken by men or 

women. The form of language such as term of address is one of the evidences that 

present the varieties of language spoken by males or females, and it is interesting 

to be discussed. 

1.2. Statement of Problem 

  Based on the background of study above, the problem of this research are: 

1.2.1. What are the terms of address used to indicate the difference of gender 

spoken by young Sasak society? 

1.2.2. How do the terms of address differ in their use in actual conversation? 

1.3.  Research Objective 

   The objectives of this research are based on the problem stated above, they 

are: 

1.3.1. To describe the terms of address used to indicate the difference of 

gender spoken by young Sasak society. 

1.3.2. To describe how those terms differ in their use in actual conversation. 

The conversation involves; male to male, female to female, and male 

to female. 
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1.4  Scope and Limitation 

  In this study, the writer focuses the study on the differences of term of address 

used in actual conversation spoken by young males and females that use Sasak 

language in the range of 18-25 (eighteen to twenty five) years old. 

  The limitation of this study is the limited access to males and females that do 

the conversation using Sasak language since they are spread out in some 

geographical area. 

1.5 Significance of the Research 

  This research is expected to be useful to enrich the knowledge of 

sociolinguistics study especially the relation between language and gender which 

is applied in the actual conversation. Besides, this research is expected to inform 

the readers about: 

a. The existence of Sasak language is showing the varieties of language in social 

interaction. 

b. For English learning, the findings of this study are able to be the comparison 

study of current terms of address. 

c. This research is hopefully able to be references for the similar analyses of 

language and gender on sociolinguistics study, especially for students of 

English Department. 

1.6 Key Terms 

1. Terms of Address is a word, phrase, name, or title (or some combination of 

these) used in addressing someone. (Nordquist, 2008) 
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2. Gender is a set of role, behavior, activity, and attribute reputed for men and 

women which is constructed by social in a community. (WHO, 2012 in 

SKPM IPB, 2013) 

3. Young people are identified as those between the ages of 15 and 24. But in 

many cases such as in terms of economic, employment, and education, the 

stable transition could take up to around age 35. (UN, 2004) 

 


