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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents the introduction of the research which covers background 

of the study, research problems, research objectives, significance of the study, scope 

and limitation of the study, and definition of the key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

In Indonesia, English as the first foreign language is a compulsory subject 

which is taught from junior high school to the university level. The purpose of 

teaching English is to develop the students‟ ability in four language skills; they are 

speaking, listening, writing and reading, and to build confidence in using English in 

their communication. However, in learning English, the students often face some 

difficulties since English is very different from Indonesian, especially the grammar 

and structure of the language. Those difficulties can be seen from the errors that the 

students make in learning English. According to Brown (2000: 217), second language 

learning is basically a process which always involves a trial and errors in the process 

of acquiring the target language. 

The essential part in learning English is grammar. Grammar is needed both in 

written and spoken forms. Even in communication, without a proper knowledge of 

grammar the students will get difficulties to construct sentences. However, if their 

grammar is good, they will communicate using English with other people more 

easily. According to Hall (1993:3), grammar is a description of certain organizing 

aspects of a particular language. It usually includes phonology (sound), morphology 
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(word composition) and syntax (sentence composition). In order to master the four 

skills of English, students have to master grammar first. Grammar does not belong to 

those four skills. However, grammar supports them all together. For example in 

writing English, we have to know the grammar well in order to make a good writing.  

Moreover in speaking, we have to pay attention to our speech grammatically in order 

to avoid misunderstanding or miscommunication, especially if we interact with native 

speakers of English. Therefore, in order to master English, students must learn 

grammar intensively. 

Conditional sentences are part of grammar. They are also known as 

conditional clauses or if clauses. Conditional sentences are complex sentences which 

consist of dependent and independent clauses. The dependent clause expressing the 

condition begins with if, while the independent clause expresses the consequence of 

the condition. In other words, conditional sentences are used to express the action in 

the independent clause that can only happen or take place if a certain condition (in the 

dependent clause) is fulfilled. There are three types of conditional sentences, they are: 

type I (true in the present or future), type II (untrue or contrary to fact in the present 

or future), type III (untrue in the past). 

Structurally, Indonesian and English conditional sentences have similarity and 

difference. The similarity lies in the particular word used in the sentence that is the 

word “if”. Both Indonesian and English conditional sentences use the word “if” in 

constructing the conditional sentences. In Indonesian, the word “if” means jika, 

jikalau, seandainya, andaikata, apabila, asalkan, dan manakala. Keraf (1991) states 

that in Indonesian conditional sentences marked by a conjunction such as jika, 
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andaikata, asal, asalkan, jikalau, or sekiranya. In English, conditional sentences use 

the word if and unless. 

The difference lies in terms of patterns of the sentences. In Indonesian 

language, there is only one type of conditional sentences, while in English there are 

three basic types of conditional sentences with different patterns, and each pattern 

employs different meaning. Moreover, in Indonesian conditional sentence, there is no 

different tense used and different meaning whenever the conditional sentence is used. 

That is why most students get confused in learning conditional sentences so that they 

likely to make errors. As stated by (Murcia & Freeman 1983: 340) that syntactically 

and semantically conditional sentences are more complex than other many structures 

in English grammar, and it is hard to understand even for native speakers. Therefore, 

many ESL/EFL students get difficulty in learning conditional sentences”.  

By knowing the fact above, the writer needs to investigate the nature of errors 

commonly produced by the students in learning conditional sentences. By doing error 

analysis, teachers will be able to see the errors that students make in learning English. 

Moreover, conducting error analysis helps teachers design remedial teaching method. 

Weireesh (1991) proposes that error analysis is a valuable aid to identify and explain 

difficulties faced by learners.  

Septialindar (2009), who studied the mastery of conditional sentences found 

out that the second semester students of Gunadarma University made errors in 

conditional sentences. They were 30.42% in Type I, 68.57% in Type II, and 67.85% 

in Type III. Based on the result, it can be concluded that the conditional sentences 

were hard to be understood, even for the university level, then how about the senior 
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high school students. It seems that the students tend to make more errors in learning 

conditional sentences. 

This research was conducted at MAN 1 Malang because MAN 1 Malang is 

known as a good school with the clever students. It has good reputation around 

Malang. However, based on the result of interview with the teacher of English of 

second year students, she stated that the students were still confused with the rules of 

conditional sentences. The students made many errors in learning conditional 

sentences, for example; the students used the modal auxiliary „was‟ rather than „were‟ 

for the nominal sentence of conditional sentence type II. In addition, this research was 

conducted to the second year students because the second year of senior high school 

was the year where the students were already mature in term of the way of thinking 

and in this year the students were developing the advanced knowledge. 

Based on the reason above, the writer comes to the decision to do the research 

entitled “The Errors Made by the Second Year Students in Learning Conditional 

Sentences in MAN 1 Malang in the Academic Year of 2012/2013”.  

 

1.2 Research Problems 

Based on the background of the study above, the writer formulates the 

problems as follows: 

a. What errors did the second year students make in learning conditional sentences 

at MAN 1 Malang in the academic year of 2012/2013? 

b. How is the frequency of errors made by the second year students in learning 

conditional sentences? 
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c. What are the possible causes of errors made by the second year students in 

learning conditional sentences? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

The purpose of the study is to find out the answers of the problems stated 

above. It aims: 

a. To describe the errors made by the second year students in learning conditional 

sentences at MAN 1 Malang in the academic year of 2012/2013. 

b. To describe the frequency of errors made by the second year students in learning 

conditional sentences. 

c. To describe the possible causes of errors made by the second year students in 

learning conditional sentences. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

By doing this study, the writer hopes that the result will be useful for: 

a. Teachers of English 

The result of this study helps them see the weaknesses of the students in learning 

conditional sentences so that they can evaluate their techniques, textbook, 

materials, and so on. It also can be a reference for them in term of selecting the 

techniques in teaching conditional sentences. 

b. The Students 

The result of this study helps students see their weaknesses in learning conditional 

sentences so that they can minimize their errors, and also they can improve their 

competence. 
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c. The Researcher 

The result of this study can be used as a reference to do further research about 

conditional sentences for other researchers, for example the techniques used by 

teachers in teaching conditional sentences. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study 

This study is focused on the errors analysis on conditional sentences. There 

are three types of conditional sentence: they are Type I (simple present tense and 

simple future tense), Type II (simple past tense and past future tense), and Type III 

(past perfect tense and future perfect tense). However, the second year students of 

MAN 1 Malang are only required to master the Type I and Type II. Therefore, those 

two types are analyzed in this study. 

This study is conducted at MAN 1 Malang, which is represented by the 

second year students of MAN 1 Malang in the second semester in the academic year 

of 2012/2013. 

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding about some basic concepts throughout the study, it 

is necessary to provide the definition of the key terms as follows: 

a. Error is any deviation from a selected norm of language performance, no matter 

what the causes of the deviation might be. In this study, errors mean any deviation 

of language performance in using conditional sentences. According to Ellis (2003: 

17), “Errors reflect gaps in a learner‟s knowledge; they occur because the learner 

does not know what is correct”. 
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b. Conditional Sentence : A contingent statement is one in which the truth of 

one part of the sentence depends on the truth of the other part of the sentence. The 

most common kind of contingent statement is the conditional sentence with if or 

unless Hall (1993: 276). 


