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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problems,

objective of the study, significance of the study, scope of the study, and definition of

the key terms.

1.1 Background of the Study

English as a second language is a compulsory subject for Indonesian learners

since junior high school. The objective of the English teaching is to make students

able to communicate using proper English by mastering four language skills, namely,

listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

There are some different rules in writing system between languages and these

differences may cause learners to make errors. Besides, foreign language learners

may have limited vocabulary which forms a big obstacle in writing. They may have a

lot of ideas to write but they cannot find the appropriate words to express them. And

they have difficulties in using correct grammar.

In general, students tend to assume that the language they are learning is

similar with their own native language. This assumption then causes the learners to

make interference mistakes, which carries over the patterns of their own native

language impropriety to the target language. Like other foreign language learners,

Indonesian learners of English also face problems due to the different system between

Bahasa Indonesia and English. The problem covers the difficulties in form of errors

in language components such as grammar, pronunciation, and vocabulary.
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In foreign language learning, grammar, which is defined as the system of rules

governing the conventional arrangement and relationship of words in a sentence

(Brown, 2001), is very essential because grammar mastery will enable language

learners to convey their ideas without misunderstanding. Grammar mastery will be

one of the determinants in delivering ideas in which misunderstanding and

discrepancy may occur without mastering that kind of knowledge. Therefore,

language learners should be given adequate understanding about English Grammar in

order to be able to communicate effectively. However, it is not that easy when we

have to think about some factors influencing their language learning, especially area

of grammar such as the level difficulty of each grammatical item or

interlingualfactors like different systems between English as a foreign language and

Bahasa Indonesia as their native language.Those factors may lead learners to make

countless errors.

There are some differences between Bahasa Indonesia and English as a foreign

language. Firstly, in English, if a subject is a singular, the verb must be singular and if

the subject is plural the verb must be plural. This agreement does not exist in Bahasa

Indonesia. This rule is more complicated than it appears because to ascertain whether

a subject is singular or plural is not always easy. The second difference lies in the

concept of tenses for verb which does not appear in Bahasa Indonesia. The use of

pronouns is also different. In Bahasa Indonesia, pronouns for male and female are the

same. Conversely, gender pronouns exist in English structure and the use of pronouns

varies depending on the position in a sentence. Furthermore, Indonesian structure

does not possess articles while English does. Thus, considering many differences in
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the rule system of English as the target language and Indonesian as the native

language of learners, it is not surprising that students make great deal of erroneous

items.

Suhartatik (2004) who studied the students’ errors in constructing adjective

clauses found out the students still made many errors in adjective clauses (75,68%).

The errors were addition, misformation and misordering. On the other hand,

Chairunida (2004) who studied error on English complex sentences found out that the

students made errors in omission (52%), addition (32%), misformation (14%) and

misordering (2%).

Conducting error analysis is therefore beneficial for the process of learning

and teaching. There are some advantages in conducting error analysis (Ellis,

1997:15). First, such a question of the presence of errors made by learners must arise

in the process of learning. Second, teachers should know the errors made by the

students which are beneficial for them to arrange some strategies to anticipate the

later errors. Third, it is possible that making errors may actually help learners to learn

when they self-correct the errors they make.

Based on the background above, the researcher is interested in studying the

students’ errors in using past tense. By understanding and knowing the students’

errors, it is expected that the teacher can improve the teaching skill and overcome the

errors.
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1.2 Statement of the Problems

Based on the background of the study above, the research problems are

formulated as follows:

1. What types of errors do the students make in using past tense in a narrative

paragraph at SMAN 2 Batu?

2. How is the frequency of types of errors the students make in using past tense in  a

narrative paragraph at SMAN 2 Batu?

3. What are the causes of students’ errors in using past tense in a narrative

paragraph at SMAN 2 Batu?

1.3 Objectives of the Study

Based on the statement of the problems above, the objectives of the study are

stated as follows:

1. To find out the types of errors the students make in using past tense in a

narrative paragraph at SMAN 2Batu.

2. To find out the frequency of types of errors the students make in using past

tense in a narrative paragraph at SMAN 2 Batu.

3. To find out the cause of errors the students make in using past tense in a

narrative paragraph at SMAN 2Batu.

1.4 Significance of the Study

The result of this study is intended to improve the teaching learning process

and give benefits for both teachers and students. The teachers will get information

about the difficulties the students often face in learning past tense especially in
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SMAN 2 Batu.For future researchers, the results of the study are expected to serve as

a reference that is useful and beneficial for them in conducting farther research.

1.5 Scope and limitation of the Study

This study focuses on the errors in a narrative paragraph made by the eleventh

graders of SMAN 2 Batu. It focuses on examining the errors in the narrative

paragraph made by the students, especially in the use of simple past tense in a

narrative paragraph. The errors on grammar are classified based on the Surface

Strategy Taxonomy proposed by Dulay et.al. (1982). This study is limited only about

usingpast tense in a narrativeparagraph at eleventh grade students of SMAN 2 Batu.

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms

To avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation, the following terms are defined

as follows:

1. Error is the flawed side of learner’s speech or writing. This is the part of or

composition that deviates from some selected norm of mature language

performance (Dulay, 1982). In this study, the word error refers to students’

failure in applying the right concepts or principal in using past tense in writing

narrative text.

2. Past tense is a grammatical tense whose principal function is to place an action or

situation in past time.

3. Simple Pas Tense is an activity or situation began and ended at a particular time

in the past.
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4. Narrative paragraph is a simple natural form of writing with many variations. It

may be based on fact, imagination, or a combination of both (MC.Dougral,

Littell, 1981).

5. Narrative text is a text that tells a story and, in doing so, entertains the audience.

The purpose of a narrative text, other than providing entertainment, can be to

make the audience think about an issue, teach them a lesson, or exite their

emotions (Anderson, 1998:3). In this study, Narrative text is a text which retells

activities, events or situations to entertain the audience.


