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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter reviews the background of the study, statement of problem, 

purpose of study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and definition of key 

terms. 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

There are many studies about language today. Study about language is an 

important thing, because with language we can communicate with each other and 

connect with other people in the world. Language is the human capacity for acquiring 

and using complex systems of communication, and a language is any specific 

example of such a system. Language as a system of communication has a function to 

transmit meaningful ideas, message of information within a person by means of 

establishing and maintaining relationship with their society. The function of language 

is also to communicate, share about knowledge, tell the news, express feelings, and 

being heard. According to Wardhaugh (2006:1), “A language is what the members of 

a particular society speak.” When two or more people communicate with each other 

in speech, we can call as a system of communication. It means people use a language 

to communicate with their society. 
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A study that learns about language is called linguistics. Linguistic is very 

broad field, and it can be used to describe many different ways of studying about 

language. One of the linguistics branches which study the relation between language 

and society is called Sociolinguistics. Sociolinguistics according to Coulmas (1998: 

5): 

Sociolinguistics is concerned with describing language use as a social 

phenomenon and, where possible, it attempts to establish causal links between 

language and society, pursuing the complementary questions of what language 

contributes to making community possible and how communities shape their 

languages by using them. 

 

In short sociolinguistics is the study of language that learns and discusses all 

of the aspects of language use in society especially language variation as the function 

in communication of society. Sociolinguistics examines the interplay of language and 

society, with language as the starting point. Variation is the key concept, applied to 

language itself and to its use. The basic premise of sociolinguistics is that language is 

variable and changing.  As a result, language is not homogeneous — not for the 

individual user and not within or among groups of speakers who use the same 

language. 

 In sociolinguistics it studies about kinds of language variation. 

“Sociolinguistics is the study of language variation and that the purpose of such study 

is to find out what variation tells us about language and speakers‟ „knowledge‟ of 

language...” (Wardhaugh. 2006: 12). The study of language variation is an important 

part of sociolinguistics, to the extent that it requires reference to social factors. 

Languages vary from one place to another, from one social group to another, and 
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from one situation to another are different. There are many language variations in 

sociolinguistics including dialect, jargon, slang, style, colloquial, register, etc. The 

language variation depends on two main focuses, which are focus on user and focus 

on uses. Focus on users that are dialect, idiolect, and social dialect (sociolect), and 

focus on uses that are register and style. According to Penelope and Rickford (2001), 

the function of register is to present language varieties characteristic of particularly 

situation of use. 

Register as part of language variety is used by profession group speech 

community.  Register is a stylistic variant of a language appropriate to a particular 

social setting, could be a group of people in social relation, or group of people 

working in a relation. Register is concerned with activity, purpose or field a language 

use for. According to Wardhaugh (2006: 52), “Registers are sets of language items 

associated with discrete occupational or social groups. Surgeons, airline pilots, bank 

managers, sales clerks, jazz fans, and pimps employ different registers.” In short 

register used by people in certain place, such as used by bank officer, raider 

communities, police officer, etc. 

 Policeman at POLSEK Rejotangan Tulungagung is one of the profession 

groups that use a register.  As it is known, register is one of the language varieties 

which are not often recognized by the people in common. Language variation in the 

field of military services has been known with its characteristics, which are brief and 

strict in line with the military duty and life that is full of discipline and instructions. 

So, not all of people know about the meaning of registers that used or created by the 

group, and we do not know about the purpose that uses registers. 
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 There are some previous studies related with the phenomenon of registers. 

Rosalina Yulia (2009), studied about registers used by immigration officer of 

immigration office in Malang. The result of her study showed that there were two 

kinds of registers: formal and informal register. It was found out that the total 

registers were 22. From the total numbers of registers, 9 register can be grouped as 

formal register and the 13 registers grouped as informal register. 

 Based on the explanation above, the writer is interested to investigate the 

register used by a profession group that is Policeman at POLSEK Rejotangan 

Tulungagung. The writer wants to analyze and describe about the meaning of register 

used by Policeman at POLSEK Rejotangan Tulungagung, the dominant types of 

register used, and the purpose they use a register. 

 The writer is interested to study registers in POLSEK Rejotangan 

Tulungagung, because as it is known that the register used by Policeman is unusual 

compared to others and it is very exclusive. They do not follow the formal structure 

of language, very unique, simple, but have an important role and have a special 

meaning.  Not all people concern to study about it, because it is secret and they must 

have legal permission from the Police. The writer is interested to study at POLSEK 

Rejotangan Tulungagung, because the POLSEK is available to everyone to have 

study and observe in order to make easy in doing a study. 
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1.2 Statement of Problems 

Based on the background of study above, the problems of the study are stated as 

follows: 

1. What are the registers used by “Indonesian police” at POLSEK Rejotangan 

Tulungagung? 

2. What are the meanings of registers used by “Indonesian police” at POLSEK 

Rejotangan Tulungagung? 

3. What types of register are dominantly used? 

4. What are the purposes of using the registers? 

 

1.3 Purposes of Study 

Based on the statement problems above, the writer formulates the purposes of 

study as follows: 

1. To know kind of register used by “Indonesian police” at POLSEK Rejotangan 

Tulungagung.  

2. To know the meanings of registers used by “Indonesian police” at POLSEK 

Rejotangan Tulungagung.  

3. To know the dominant types of register used. 

4. To know the purposes of using register. 
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1.4 Significance of Study 

By conducting this study, the writer greatly expects the result of this study can 

enrich the knowledge about sociolinguistics study. Especially, it can contribute to 

develop understanding theory about register. 

The writer hopes that the result of this study can give information to the teacher 

and students about the existence of register in certain society. The result of this study 

may become a very important reference for students and teacher. 

In addition, the writer also expected this thesis can be used as an additional or 

source of information about register for the readers or other researcher who are 

interested in doing similar research. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study focuses on the register used by “Indonesian Police” at 

POLSEK Rejotangan Tulungagung. The limitation of this study only the register that 

used by “Indonesian Police” at POLSEK Rejotangan Tulungagung and to know about 

the register are used, the meaning, types and the purpose of using the register. Here, 

the writer wants to conduct the research as formulated in the research question above.  
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1.6 Definition of Key Term 

To make clear the definition of key terms and to avoid misunderstanding on the 

concept that is used in this study, the writer would like to present the definition of key 

terms as follows: 

- Register: Register is a variety of language used for a particular purpose or in a 

particular social setting, register is also the language used by a certain 

profession and certain situation. According to Wardhaugh (2006), Registers 

are sets of language items associated with discrete occupational or social 

groups. Surgeons, airline pilots, bank managers, policeman, sales clerks, jazz 

fans, and pimps employ different registers. 

- POLSEK Rejotangan Tulungagung: POLSEK means Polisi Sektor (Police 

Sector), a profession group of policeman or military in Tulungagung east Java 

that uses a register; where the writer conducted the research.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


