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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter deals with: the background of study, problem of study, objective 

of study, significance of study, limitation of study and definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of Study 

There has been “English for Young Learner fever” among Indonesian people, 

especially those living in big cities. They try to instill English into their children by 

sending them to play groups, kindergarten or course offering English designed for 

children. Schools which offer bilingual classes are also of parents’ favorite. Having 

children who are able to use English seems to be considered a necessity in this current 

age of globalization. 

Most people think that English is taught best at the early stage. They believe 

that the earlier children learn English, and the more exposure to the language, the 

better it will be. This is actually a fallacy because the success of foreign language 

learning is not merely determined by the age and exposure factors, but there are still 

many other factors that have to be considered to make sure that teaching English to 

young learner (so forth TEYL) will be effective, such as the nature of language 

instruction given, psychological and social factors, teaching material, individual 

differences in cognitive and learning styles, and many other factors. 

Teaching English in the early age is the best way. It is because children have a 

good memory which is very essential in learning process. By the strong memory 

children can absorb, analyze, accumulate all of the things that they heard and fit it 
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with the situational data to formulate the rule of action. Children learn with no doubt 

and worry or responsibility of anything. But TEYL is different than adults. The 

teacher needs special approach and special skills to face children. Harmer (2007:83) 

said, “teachers of young learners need to spend time understanding how their students 

think and operate.” They need to be able to pick up on their students’ current interest 

so that they can use them to motivate the children. In addition, they need good oral 

skills in English since speaking and listening are the skills which will be used most of 

all at this age. On the other hand they should be able to be a good model. Brown 

(2001:99) states that “children are highly dependent on the teacher for models of 

language and so a teacher-centered or teacher-fronted classroom is appropriate for 

some of the classroom time.” Children may imitate what the teacher does. When the 

teacher gives wrong explanation including wrong pronunciation, children will imitate 

and the mistakes may become habit for their whole life. In Indonesia, a teacher is 

respected and trusted fully by children. Whatever a teacher says or does, students will 

just follow. 

Students in elementary school are young learner which is considered the most 

difficult age to teach, but actually it is the effective opportunity, because children or 

young learners always learn based on what they have looked or listened. They never 

think if it is wrong or right. Musthafa (2010:121) states that “unlike adults who can 

generally learn contextually, children learn and create knowledge base from direct 

experiences: from what they can capture using their senses, and from what they 

experience directly”.   
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In teaching learning activity, the teacher becomes the most influential person in 

the classroom because she/he has to create conducive classroom atmosphere, plan a 

variety of teaching learning activities and apply the material effectively. The success 

of a teaching learning activity will very much depend on the teachers. It is the same 

as TEYL, there are several aspects should be fulfilled by the teacher to prepare in 

EYL class. The first is the teacher must love children. If the teacher does not love the 

children, he will get difficulty to control the children. The next is the teacher should 

be more creative when delivering the material. For example, the teacher uses some 

interesting media or method in their teaching process.  Then the teacher should be 

able to design the interesting class and use various teaching techniques. The aim is to 

make children happy and never feel bored when they are studying in the class. The 

last, teacher should always give task or worksheet after presenting the material 

because by giving task or worksheet the teacher can assess the students’ ability to  

absorb the lesson. According to Mardhiah (2012), “as the teacher for young learner, 

we have to prepare something that suit on their characteristics when we want to teach 

them.” 

In this study the writer wants to focus the research on student worksheet used 

by student teachers in the 1st grade of EYL course at English Department of UMM. 

Worksheet is very important in teaching and learning process, in other words 

worksheet is the part of teaching and learning process. The function of worksheet is 

to improve students’ ability. By doing worksheet, the student have become 

accustomed when they confront some problems in the lesson. According to Wyels 

(2013) states that, “Worksheets are an effective tool in ongoing efforts encouraging 
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students to engage their brains during class.  Worksheets used in class can also help 

direct students' learning out-of-class. In other opinion, Merdekawati (2011) said that: 

Using student worksheet in learning process help students to understand the 

material by themselves. Student worksheet also gives a large chance for the 

students to show up their ability and develop thinking process through looking 

for, guessing, and logically. 

 

Using worksheet has been important element in teaching and learning process. 

Most of teachers use it to assess the students. However, the teachers have to know the 

level of the students because each education level is different. Every education level 

must have suitable way and worksheet to improve the students’ ability. There many 

type of worksheet which can be given to the students. As well as EYL students, they 

need the suitable worksheet which can stimulate their brain. Research on the students 

worksheet used by EYL students is important to analyze the whole quality of 

students’ understanding. Based on the fact, there were many student teachers of EYL 

course at English department of UMM especially in the 1st grade lack of 

understanding about student worksheet involved the type and the English component. 

Therefore, the writer is interested in doing the research about student worksheet used 

by student teachers in the 1st grade of EYL course at English Department of UMM. 

Other researcher has conducted research in this field. Nur Arifin (2008) 

analyzed about the quality of English students worksheet used by second year of 

junior high school arranged by MGMP team in Trenggalek. He found weaknesses in 

many aspects as follows; 1) there is no bibliography, 2) there is no table of content in 

worksheet even it covered 5 units, 3) there are many punctuation errors, many 

sentences end without mark, and 4) each unit has different organization. But in this 
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study the writer merely focus on type and English component of worksheet used by student 

teachers in the 1st grade of EYL course at English Department of UMM. 

This study is expected to be meaningful in giving information and description 

of the student worksheet used in the 1st grade of EYL to improve the quality of the 

EYL teaching and students’ ability. Besides that, this research can be used as the 

source of information for the next researcher to continue or develop this research. 

1.2 Statement Problem 

Based on the background above, the problems of this study can be stated as 

follow: 

1. How is the student worksheet applied by student teachers in the 1st grade of 

EYL course at English Department of UMM? 

2. What are the types of student worksheet used by student teachers in the 1st 

grade of EYL course at English Department of UMM? 

3. What are the English components of student worksheet used by student 

teachers in the 1st grade of EYL course at English Department of UMM? 

 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

The purposes of the study are formulated to answer the research questions. The 

purposes are as follows: 

1. To describe the student teachers’ ways in applying the student worksheet in 

the 1st grade of EYL course at English Department of UMM. 
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2. To find the types of student worksheet used by student teachers in the 1st 

grade of EYL course at English department of UMM. 

3. To find the English components of student worksheet used by student teachers 

in the 1st grade of EYL course at English Department of UMM. 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

In this study, the writer focuses on the type and the English components 

of students worksheet used by the student teachers in the 1st grade of EYL course at 

English Department of UMM in academic 2012-2013. Then, the writer limits his 

study only the 1st grade of EYL course at English Department of UMM in academic 

2012-2013.  

 

1.5 Significance of Study 

The writer hopes that this study can give some contribution in teaching English 

for young learner or elementary school level. First, English teachers can develop the 

teaching activity in the class by using worksheet and it will increase their quality in 

teaching and learning process. Besides that, the teacher will also know what is the 

suitable worksheet used in teaching EYL. Second, the students will be more 

interested and enjoy in studying English. It also will motivate them in learning 

process and they can understand the lesson well by doing worksheet. 
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1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding, the writer explains some terminologies as follow: 

 Student worksheet is a page (two) of tasks, distributed to each student to do either 

in class or at home, intended to be written on, and usually taken in by the teacher 

to be checked (Ur: 1996). 

 Student teacher is the English students of UMM who take elective subject of 

EYL II. 

 EYL course is the English course for the elementary student that is held by 

English Department students of UMM who takes the elective subject of EYL II 

at the 7th semester. 

 

 

 


