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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter presents the background of study, the statement of problem, the 

purpose of the study, the significance of the study, the scope and limitation, and the 

definition of key terms. 

 

1.1. Background of study 

Globalization era makes English become very important in Indonesia. The 

importance of English should be responded quickly by the Indonesia’s government to 

make the students understand English well in term of speaking, listening, reading, 

and writing. Consequently, English should be learnt as earlier as possible by the 

students. Elementary students are very possible to start learning English. 

The Decree of Education and Culture (R.I/No.0487/4/1992) stated that an 

elementary school can include extra lesson in its curriculum as long as they are not in 

contradiction with the objectives of national education. Starting from 1993, English 

can be introduced to the fourth grade students of elementary school (No.060/U/1993). 

Although this rule has been deleted by the government on 2013, Plaistowe (2013) 

who studied about “The Controversial of The Importance English Subject in 

Elementary School” found that the parents of young learners thought that teaching 

English to elementary school in Indonesia is still important. There were several 

reasons from the young learners’ teacher and parents why they thought that teaching 

English in elementary school is still important, two of them were English is global 
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language and elementary students can study English easily. It means that English 

subject in Indonesian elementary is still important. 

Furthermore, the purpose of teaching English to young learners is to introduce 

basic component of foreign language. Smith (1995) stated that the aims of teaching 

English to young learners are more comprehensive than in language with older 

learners. The teaching English to young learners (so forth TEYL) is focused on 

introducing the children as the future user of English in the world which requires a 

high level of spoken and written communication. 

Students of elementary school are usually called as young learners. According 

to Philips (1993:5), young learners are children from the first year of formal 

schooling (five or six years old) to eleven or twelve years, who respond according to 

what it does or what they can do with it. In addition, young learners have different 

characteristics from adult learners. Furthermore, young learners tend to like 

something fun and interesting; otherwise they like a story, a song, and a game in 

learning. Their characteristics are very active, easy to be bored, and having short 

attention. Those characteristics make teaching English to young learners different. 

TEYL is different from teaching English to junior and senior high schools. 

Junior and senior high schools English teaching is very complex; they study about 

grammar or the rules of language, and also many kinds of long text which have 

several characteristics and components. The TEYL is emphasized to introduce the 

words and simple sentences, to spell the words, and to pronounce the words and 

simple sentences correctly. 
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TEYL is very important because in this stage children have more time in 

learning foreign language. So, it is possible for them to know more foreign language 

especially English. Singletion (1989 pp.242-5), in Brumfit (1991), stated that there 

are a number of reasons for teaching English at primary level that do not simply on 

the claim that is the best time to learn languages well: one of them is  the need for 

maximum learning time for important language-the earlier you start the more time 

you get. 

TEYL is hard, because the teacher has to know many teaching strategies in 

order to make an active and lively class. There are many teaching strategies that can 

be used in TEYL such as: using a song, a game, a storytelling, an experiment, a craft, 

and a role play. A teaching strategy will run well when the teacher is able to 

communicate in a good way, because communication is a part of the process of 

learning language. Moreover, to communicate with young learners in an English 

class, the teacher needs necessary tools. One of the tools that can be used is classroom 

language; it can make the students learn simple and meaningful expression in 

English. Moreover, it is used to give an interaction, a respond, or a speech. Classroom 

language is a kind of simple English which is used to communicate in the class with 

the children in order to make them know the English through oral communication. 

Philips (1993) stated that classroom language is one of the realistic communicative 

languages which the children find themselves. 

  Dealing with communication, Rifah (2010) who studied about the 

communication strategies used by pre-service teacher in giving classroom instruction 

at 2
nd

 grade of EYL course at UMM found out that the teachers’ instructions were 
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based on the strategy of giving instructions which included approximation, 

circumlocution, literal translation, appeal for assistance, and mime. Those interactions 

are used in order to make the students understand the English lesson. 

  Based on the finding above, she stated that the objective of English for young 

learners (so forth EYL) is how to give stimulus to the students in order to understand 

about what the teacher says or talks and how the students give the respond about what 

the teacher says and teacher’s instruction. To have a good respond from the students, 

it needs simple language which is easier to be understood by students, and the 

importance is simple language has benefits to train the students about the English 

language itself.  

Dealing with simple language, in this case classroom language, the writer is 

interested in conducting a study on classroom language applied by the first grade pre-

service teachers in teaching EYL course at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

Furthermore there are two reasons why the writer conducts this study. First, 

classroom language is a need for young learners’ teacher in order to introduce simple 

language which is very common in daily life such as “good morning.” and “silent 

please!” Second, in previous study which was conducted by Rifah, she only took 

classroom instruction as a part of classroom language. In this present study, the writer 

takes classroom language as the study which has several parts like simple instruction, 

language of social interaction, and language of spontaneous. 
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1.2. Statement of Problem 

Based on the background of the study, the writer is interested in analyzing 

three things, they are follows:  

1. What are classroom languages applied by the first grade pre-service teachers in 

EYL course at University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

2. What kinds of classroom languages are applied by the first grade pre-service 

teachers in teaching EYL course at University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

3. What are the first grade pre-service teachers’ reasons in applying classroom 

languages in teaching EYL course at University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

 

1.3. Purpose of study 

Base on the statement of problems above, they are three purposes of study, 

those are: 

1. To find the classroom languages applied by the first grade pre-service teachers in 

EYL course at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

2. To find kinds of classroom languages applied by the first grade by pre-service 

teachers in EYL course at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

3. To describe the first grade pre-service teachers’ reasons in applying classroom 

languages in teaching EYL course of at University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

 

1.4. Significant of study 

The result of this study is expected to give some contributions:  
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1. The result of this study is expected to give some advantages to pre-service teachers 

of EYL course in the forms of giving example of classroom languages that can be 

used in teaching to young learners. 

2. The result of this study is also expected to give to give new knowledge to EYL 

course in which this can be used as a reference to improve the quality of EYL pre-

service teacher especially in English Department UMM. 

 

1.5. Scope and limition 

1. Scope of this study is classroom languages applied by pre-service teachers in 

teaching the first grade students of EYL conducted by English Department at 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

2. Limitation of this study is classroom languages applied by 18 pre-service teachers 

in teaching the first grade students of EYL Course in academic year 2012-2013, 

kinds of classroom languages they applied, and the pre-service teachers’ reasons 

in using classroom languages. 

1.6. Definition of key term 

1. Classroom language is a kind of simple English which is used to communicate in 

the class with the children in order to make them know the English trough oral 

communication. Philips (1993) stated that classroom language is one of the 

realistic communicative languages which the children find themselves.  

2. Pre-service teachers are students of seventh semester who take EYL II academic 

year 2012-2013.  
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3. Young Learners are children who stay in the first grade to the sixth grade of 

elementary school. Based on Phillips (1993) young learners are children from the 

first year of formal schooling (five or six years old) to eleven or twelve years, 

who respond according to what it does or what they can do with it. 

4. EYL course is one of elective course in English Department University at 

Muhammadiyah Malang, it is for students who stay in six and seven semester. 

 


