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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

     This chapter consists of background of study, statement of problems, purpose of 

study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of Study 

English is very important for all people because it is an International language. It 

can be a tool to communicate between one to another person, especially with the 

person who cames from the other countries. By mastering English, they can study 

abroad and get the job easily. Because there are many advantages by learning 

English, many people make a competition to master English in order to get what they 

want. 

Nowadays, teaching English for young learners becomes popular in the world. 

They start to learn English in the early age of children. This phenomenon also occurs 

in Indonesia. Starting from 1993, English was introduced earlier to the 4th grade of 

elementary school as local content subject. In 2004, the government makes a new 

decree (No. 32/U/2004) that English can be introduced to the 1st grade of elementary 

school. Moreover, some regions in Indonesia has been starting to introduce English 

from kindergarten even pre-school. 

Many people said that childhood is the golden age. Children have a good memory 

that was very useful in learning process, especially in learning a foreign language. 

Cameron (2001: 13) states that “it has long been hypothesized that children learn a 
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second language better than adults, and this is often used to support the early 

introduction of foreign language teaching”. It means that teaching English in the early 

age is very important to develop children’s ability in learning language, especially a 

foreign language. 

Teaching English to young learners is very different from teaching English to 

adult learners.When teaching young learners, the teachers do not emphasize on 

teaching grammatical rules or determining the sentence patterns. The teachers just 

need to introduce the learners with some new vocabularies, and how to pronounce it. 

According to Kasbolah (2007:15), young learners are children who attain the age 

of six to twelve years old. It means that children who are in a primary school can be 

called as young learners. Besides, they divided into two groups; those are younger 

group (6 – 8 years old) and older group (9 – 12 years old). They also can be called as 

the lower grades (1st – 3rd grade) and upper grades (4th – 6thgrade). 

Teaching English to young learners is not easy because young learners have their 

own characteristics. They tend to be imaginative and active students. They like to 

learn something, especially in learning by doing. On the other hand, they have low 

concentration and easily to get bored. In order to keep their concentration and not 

make them get bored, the teachers must be skillful, creative, and also have vary and 

interesting way of teaching. “Young children are usually full of enthusiasm and 

energy, and the language lessons will be full of variety and changes of activity” (Scott 

& Ytreberg, 1990: 97). In line with it, the teachers can use songs, games, puzzles, and 
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also story telling which relevant with the material to make the learners interested and 

motivated. 

Moreover, in order to make the children comprehend the material in learning 

activities, the teachers have to give some instructions and directions to the learners. 

They also need to speak clear and slowly, even make some repetation and explain by 

using gestures in order to make them understand what they are teaching. According to 

Phillips (1993: 6), “classroom language is one of the most realistic communicative 

situations in which the children find themselves”. Hence, the teachers have to use 

simple classroom language in giving instructions and directions to make the learners 

understand. 

Some previous studies that discussed about EYL course have been conducted by 

some researchers. One of them was conducted by Muniroh (2008). In her thesis, she 

told about the modification of the teacher’s speech used at 5th and 6th grade of EYL 

course at English Department of UMM. She found that the teachers modified their 

speech in the area of phonology. That modification of speech is used to give 

comprehensible input to the learners, which was the result of the learners’ output in 

the form of students’ response. 

Based on the statements above, the writer is interested to conduct a study on 

classroom languages used by pre-service teachers of 4th grade in teaching EYL course 

of English Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. She discusses about 

classroom languages used by pre-service teachers, kinds of classroom languages used 

by pre-service teachers, and the pre-service teachers’ reasons in using classroom 

language in teaching English to young learners. 



4 
 

This study is one of an umbrella research which talks about classroom languages 

used by the pre-service teachers in teaching EYL course. In the umbrella research, 

there are five researchers who are involved. Those researchers take first grade up to 

fifth grade students. The difference of those researches only on the research subject 

because each level has their own level of difficulties. 

In University of Muhammadiyah Malang, English Department offers English for 

Young Learners (EYL) subject as one of the elective courses. It has a purpose to train 

English Department students the teaching of English to young learners properly. EYL 

has two levels, they are EYL I and EYL II. 

In EYL I, students learn about the curriculum and policy of EYL teaching, 

integrative approach to teach EYL, techniques and activities to teach EYL, syllabus 

and lesson plan, classroom instruction, material selection and development, teaching 

media and assessment for EYL class. After passed EYL I, the students would take 

EYL II which focuses on teaching practice to EYL students. It was the final subject to 

complete the study of EYL subject. The teaching practice was held in two months (10 

meetings) that consists of six classes. The students are 1st grade up to 6th grade 

students of elementary school. 

 

1.2 Statement of Problems 

In this study, the writer deals with several questions, they were: 

1. What are classroom languages used by 4th grade pre-service teachers in 

teaching EYL course of English Department at UMM? 
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2. What kinds of classroom languages used by 4th grade pre-service teachers in 

teaching EYL course of English Department at UMM? 

3. What are the pre-service teachers’ reasons in using classroom languages in 

teaching EYL course of English Department at UMM? 

  

1.3 Purpose of Study 

The purposes of the study are as follows: 

1. To find out the classroom languages used by 4th grade pre-service teachers in 

teaching EYL course of English Department at UMM. 

2. To find out the kinds of classroom language used by 4th grade pre-service 

teachers in teaching EYL course of English Department at UMM. 

3. To find out the pre-service teachers’ reasons in using classroom languages in 

teaching EYL course of English Department at UMM. 

 

1.4 Significance of Study 

This study is hoped to give some contributions to: 

1. The pre-service teachers. This study hoped to improve the pre-service teachers 

competence to be a good teachers for young learners by knowing the form of 

simple classroom language that can attract and motivate the EYL student. 

2. English Department. This study can be used to increase the teaching quality of 

EYL Course. 

 

 



6 
 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this research is English classroom language used by the pre-service 

teachers in teaching EYL course in academic year 2012 – 2013 conducted by English 

Department of UMM and the kinds of classroom language used by the pre-service 

teachers. Besides, the writer also investigates the pre-service teachers’ reasons in 

using classroom language. This study is limited only for 4th grade pre-service 

teachers. There are 19 pre-service teachers who are teaching 4th grade students of 

EYL course in academic year 2012 – 2013.  

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To help the readers understand about what the writer wanted to talk about in her 

study, the writer would like to give the definition of the key terms. 

1. Classroom language: one of the most realistic communicative situations in which 

the children find themselves (Phillips, 1993: 6). 

2. Pre-service teachers: English department students of UMM who are teaching 

EYL course in academic year 2012-2013. They practice to teach English to young 

learners in order to qualify their EYL II subject. 

3. Young learners: children from the first year of formal schooling (five or six years 

old) to eleven or twelve years old. (Phillips, 1993).  

4. EYL course: course with teaching practice in teaching English to the elementary 

level students. 


