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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents such topics as: background of the study, statement of 

the problems, purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and 

limitation, and definition of key terms. Each section is presented as follows. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Born as Indonesian is the precious thing God has given to us. It will be a 

great thing if Bahasa is able to be an International Language. However, there will 

not be a possibility because English has become an International Language. 

Jeremy Harmer (2007) points out that English is spoken by at least a quarter of the 

world’s population. It means that everyone is forced to be able to speak English in 

order to survive in this world. 

Recognizing this fact, as a foreign language in Indonesia, English is taught 

from kindergarten up to university. Whereas, English is not an easy thing to learn. 

Besides English, Indonesian students also learn Bahasa as their national language. 

So, most of people who speak English will be influenced by Bahasa itself. It 

happened because English has the structure that becomes an essential role in 

language. In the one hand, there are four basic skills that must be mastered in 

learning English as Foreign Language in Indonesia. They are reading, writing, 

speaking, and listening. 
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According to Harmer (2007), four basic skills of English are divided into 

two types. Receptive skills is a term used for reading and listening. Productive 

skills is the term for speaking and writing. Productive skills means that students 

have to produce language themselves. It can be concluded that productive skills 

are more difficult than receptive skills.  

Alice Oshima in Writing Academic English claims that writing is not easy 

(1996:3). In writing, the students have to check the language use such as; 

grammar and vocabulary. They should review and revise, and review and revise 

their writing again in order to have a good structure. In this case, some Indonesian 

students get difficulties in understanding and applying English structure. It can be 

seen when Indonesian students construct English sentences, they are often 

interfered by the Indonesian grammatical rules. This leads to problems and errors 

in constructing sentences. Whereas, sentence is a key to have a good writing. A 

writing with only short, simple sentences is boring. Therefore, using complex 

sentences in writing can help the students modify their writing skill. 

Unfortunately, the students often make some errors in writing complex sentences. 

It is usually caused by the grammar itself. 

Dulay, et al (1982) states that: 

Errors are the flawed side of learner speech or writing. Studying learners’ 

errors serves two major purposes: (1) it provides data from which 

inferences about the nature of the language learning process can be mad; 

and (2) it indicates to teachers and curriculum developers which part of the 

target language students have most difficulty producing correctly and 

which error types detract most from a learner’s ability to communicate 

effectively. 
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In addition, analyzing the grammatical errors in writing by using complex 

sentences, the students will be rehearsed to correct their writing by avoiding the 

errors they have made before to construct better writing. 

In the previous study, Chairunnida (2004) found that the students made 

some errors in using comma, the plural s/es, to be, a/an, and possessive in their 

writing sentences. In the one hand, Purwaningsih (2009) who studied about errors 

in complex sentences with noun clause made by the fourth semester students of 

writing subject found that the students also made some errors when using noun 

clause in complex sentences. In this case, she found that the students often made 

some errors in misformation, misordering, omission, and addition. Seeing these 

previous studies, it reminds the writer experiences when taking writing IV. Some 

of the sixth semester students of English department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang in this class made some errors due to the lack of 

understanding about how to use an adjective clause, a noun clause, an adverbial 

clause, and an introductory verbal modifier. These problems relate to the global 

errors which belong to communicative effect taxonomy. 

 Based on the reason above, conducting a research is a way to get accurate 

information about student’s grammatical errors in producing complex sentences. 

The researcher will analyze the grammatical errors made by the sixth semester 

students of English Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang in 

writing IV complex sentences skill. 

 

 



4 
 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

1. What grammatical errors do the sixth semester students of English 

Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang make in producing 

complex sentences on their writing IV skill? 

2. What is the most frequent grammatical error from all types made by the 

sixth semester students of English Department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang in producing complex sentences on their writing 

IV skill? 

 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

1. To find out the grammatical errors made by the sixth semester students of 

English Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang on their 

writing IV complex components skill. 

2. To reveal the most frequent error from all types made by the sixth 

semester students of English Department at University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang on their writing IV complex sentences skill. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of this study is expected to give some contributions in teaching 

English, especially in writing about complex sentences. Analyzing the students’ 

errors, the teachers will be able to understand the student’s grammatical errors in 

writing complex sentences. It will help the teachers to use the appropriate method 

to teach the students. For the students, by analyzing their errors, the students will 
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try to be carefully in writing, especially complex sentences. The students will also 

understand how to write complex sentences. The last, the students will not make 

any errors in producing complex sentences in the future. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

In this study, to make the thesis more specific, the researcher investigates 

the grammatical errors made by the sixth semester students of English Department 

at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

To get an accurate data, the researcher limits on communicative effect 

taxonomy related to grammatical errors in producing complex sentences, such as; 

adjective clause, adverbial clause, noun clause, and introductory verbal modifier. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To get the definitive understanding of the concept in the study, the 

following definition is given. 

- Error   : 

A noticeable deviation from grammar of the adult native speaker reflecting the 

inter language competence of learners (Brown: 2000). 

- Grammar   : 

A description of certain organizing aspects of a particular language (Hall, 

Eugene: 1993) 
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- Sentence   : 

A group of words that expresses a complete thought (Warriner and Laws: 

1973). 

- Complex sentence : 

A dependent clause must be connected to an independent clause in order to 

make a complete sentence (Oshima, et al: 1996). 


