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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Chapter 1 of this research presents topics such as: background of the study, 

statement of the problems, purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and 

limitation, and definition of key terms. Each section is described as follows. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

In this era, English has become an international language. By the end of the 

twentieth century, English was already well on its way to becoming a genuine Lingua 

franca, that is a language used widely for communication between people who do not 

share the same first (or even second) language (Harmer, 2007: 13). It means that all 

of people must be able to speak English well. However, English is not easy to learn. 

In this case, the way to solve this problem is learning English in early age. 

According to Smith (1995), the aims of teaching a foreign language to young 

learners are more comprehensive than in language with older learners. The children 

have the unique characteristics. They have a strong desire and also less-risk-taking in 

learning a foreign language. Besides, the children have a strong memory to remember 

everything that has been done. In addition, the children learn all the time without 

worries and have more opportunities than adult. In the other hand, teaching English in 

the early age is the best period for acquiring the language. 
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Early ages are the time in which children’s brain is developing rapidly. Rixon 

in Sabillah (2007) claims that children at early ages are those about 5 -12 years old, 

they are called young learners. It can be assumed that children who join in elementary 

school are suggested to learn English. Meanwhile, the existence of parent, friend, and 

teacher are needed to help the children in order to learn comfortably. 

Teaching English for young learner needs some aspects to succeed the 

teaching learning process. The most influenced aspect is the teacher. In teaching 

English for young learner, the teacher is the key in order to make the students 

understand the lesson. The young learners are able to understand the lesson not only 

from the teacher’s explanation, but also from what they see and hear around them. 

Unfortunately, the children have a limited attention span. As the result, they can get 

easily bored in teaching – learning process. 

English teaching process is a process to teach English. There are many aspects 

that can support this process. One of them is classroom language which is very 

important in teaching learning process. According to British Council (1998) 

“Classroom language is the kind of language necessary to communicate and survive 

in the classroom without having to use the student’s mother tongue” 

(http://www.britishcouncil.org/portugal-inenglish-1998apr-ways-of-presenting-

classroom-language.pdf), retrieved on June 4th 2013 at 03.00 pm. Using the simple 

classroom language can help the young learner to avoid the boredom. It can be seen 

from the principle English for young learner by Though in Sabillah (2007). She states 

that teaching English for young learner usually use simple words / sentences, simple 

grammar, clear articulation, correct pitch voice, correct model, and based on 
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something real in the immediate environment which is of children’s interest and a 

distinctive action so that the language used has clear context and reference. 

Therefore, a teacher should have a good classroom language in order to be a good 

model. 

In the previous research, Hariyanti (2005) has written a descriptive study 

about the teacher’s communication strategies in the EYL classroom. She found out 

that the teacher’s communication strategies in teaching English for Young Learners 

included comprehension checks, clarification requests, and other repetitions. Those 

kinds of teacher’s communication strategies were used in order to invite the student’s 

response to understand, to enhance, to memorize, and to comprehend the English 

lesson. 

English department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang offers English 

for Young Learner (EYL) course. This course held on Sunday morning at 08.30 am to 

10.00 am and followed by 1- 6 grades of elementary school students which are 

divided into different class. The teachers are students at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang from English department who choose EYL course. As stated 

before, the teacher in EYL class is the key in order to make the students understand 

the lesson. Therefore, they have to use good classroom language to the children. 

 Based on the reasons above, the researcher is interested in conducting the 

study on classroom language used in teaching EYL. The researcher will analyze “The 

Classroom Language Used by 2nd Grade Pre-service Teachers in teaching EYL course 

of English Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang”.  
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 This study is expected to be meaningful in providing the English teacher with 

the forms of simple classroom language in the 2nd grade students of EYL that can 

attract and motivate the students to be active in the class. Besides, this research can be 

used as the source of information for the next researcher to continue or develop this 

research. 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

1. What are classroom languages used by 2nd grade pre-service teachers in 

teaching EYL course of English Department at UMM? 

2. What kinds of classroom language are used by 2nd grade pre-service 

teachers in teaching EYL course of English Department at UMM? 

3. What are the pre-service teachers’ reasons in using classroom language in 

teaching EYL course of English Department at UMM? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

1. To find the classroom languages used by2ndgrade pre-service teachers 

in teaching EYL course of English Department at UMM 

2. To find the kinds of classroom language used by 2nd grade pre-service 

teachers in teaching EYL course of English Department at UMM 

3. To describe the pre-service teachers’ reasons in using classroom 

language in teaching EYL course of English Department at UMM 
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1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of this study is expected to give contribution for English Teachers 

in teaching EYL. It means that the result of this study hoped to provide the English 

Teachers with the forms of simple classroom language that can attract and motivate 

the students in order to be active in the class. In the one hand, it is also hoped that 

students can receive the material given by the teacher well. In addition, this study is 

expected to improve and enlarge the researcher’s understanding in teaching EYL 

classes practically and principally. By reading this research, the students are expected 

to give new insight to EYL course in which this can be used as a reference to increase 

the quality of EYL teaching. 

1.5 Scope and limitation 

Scopes of this study are classroom language used by pre-service teachers in 

teaching 2nd grade students of English for Young Learners’ course (EYL) conducted 

by English Department. 

Limitations of this study are English classroom language used by pre-service 

teachers in teaching 2nd grade students of EYL course academic year 2012-2013, 

kinds of English language used, and the reasons in using classroom language. 

1.6 Definition of key terms 

1. Classroom language 

Classroom language is the kind of language necessary to communicate and 

survive in the classroom without having to use the student’s mother tongue 

(http://www.britishcouncil.org/portugal- inenglish-1998apr-ways-of-
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presentingclassroom language.pdf). In this study, Classroom language is the 

routine language that is used by practice teachers of University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang in teaching 2nd grade elementary school students, For 

example “Take out your books” or “Please sit down”. This is language that 

teachers are used to using and students are used to hearing, but when teaching 

a language it takes a while to learn this part of the language. Knowing these 

language basics reduces the amount that students are forced to use their 

mother tongue and increases the amount of the target language they are using; 

it makes the language classroom environment more authentic. 

2. Pre-service teachers 

A college student who is teaching under the supervision of a certified teacher 

in order to qualify for a degree in education 

(http://www.thefreedictionary.com). In this study, the practice teachers are the 

students of University of Muhammadiyah Malang who take EYL course in 

October – December 2012. 

3. Young Learners 

Children at early ages are those about 5 years old to 12 years old, they are 

called young learner. (Rixon in Sabillah: 2007). In this study, young learner is 

the 2nd grade elementary school students. 
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4. EYL course 

Innovative and exciting course to encourage students to speak as much 

English as possible, and ensure that language learning is a fun experience 

(www.britishcouncil.in/learn-english/courses-children ).  

The aim of these courses is to improve knowledge of all aspects of the English 

language, including speaking and listening skills, reading and grammar. The 

courses are designed to consolidate and extend the English learnt at school. 

5. Simple language 

A simple language is used by the practice teachers in order to make easy to be 

understood 

 


