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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter of this research presents the background of the study, the 

statement of problems, the purposes of the study, the significance of the study, the 

scope and limitation, and the definition of key terms.  

1.1 Background of Study 

In this modern era, people demand to have more than one language. Not 

only national language but also international language that should be mastered by 

people to become a bridge to get information, knowledge and many things with 

another country in this world. English has become an international language. It 

becomes very powerful language in the world; most global community uses 

English as a media of communication with another.  

Indonesia as a developing country has realized that English is needed to be 

mastered by its people. Therefore in Indonesia, English has been taught in all 

levels of education from playgroup up to university. This is because most of 

media which provides the information which can be accessed by students to get 

knowledge, such as internet, newspaper, magazine, catalogues, television, books 

which are written in English. As agent of change, the students of university should 

master English because they should have many sources to access and transfer 

modern technology and science. Moreover, they should master specifically 

English related to their field because there are a lot of terms that have relation 

with their study. 
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One of the specific English related to certain field is English for Specific 

Purposes (ESP). According to Hartono (in Yuspasari, 2004), ESP is designed to 

provide an opportunity for the students to develop their English more 

communicatively and meaningfully. 

ESP teaches four skills, namely speaking, writing, listening and reading. 

Reading is something crucial and indispensable than others skills because by 

reading the students can understand the information from a written passage and 

answer questions. Students get success in learning depends on the greater of their 

ability to read. If they are poor in reading they will fail in their studies or at least 

they will have difficulty in making progress.  On the other hand, if they have good 

skills in reading, they will have a better chance to succeed in their studies. 

According to Adam, (in Bahurtin 2005), reading is a very important 

subject and it has continued through all the years of national growth. Besides, 

according to Chaterine (in Nurzakiah 2008) reading is essential to get success in 

our society. The ability to read is highly valued and important for social and 

educational advancement. 

Reading comprehension must be taught seriously because ideas and 

concept frequently presented in material are complex, as the consequence 

sometimes misunderstanding and misconception of students occur. According to 

Anderson (1969), (in Bahurtin 2005), reading is a very complex process, it 

requires a high level of muscular coordination, sustained effort and concentration 

but reading is more than just visual task. Not only must the readers use and 

identify the symbols in front of him but also he must interpret what he reads in the 
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light of his background knowledge, associate it with past experience and project 

beyond this in the term of ideas, judgment, application and conclusion.  

In ESP, reading is the most important subject, because it can help the 

students to improve their knowledge especially in their field of study. It can also 

help them to update knowledge in their specific areas and have better 

understanding of their subject matter.  

Many students cannot comprehend the reading text well. There are two 

factors that influence it, linguistic factors and nonlinguistic factors. Linguistic 

factor is related to language such as vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation and 

nonlinguistic factor is beyond language such as motivation, experience, habit, 

environment and teachers. Alexander, (in Pudy 2004), mentions that motivation, 

habits, the purpose for which a reader reads, length and difficulty of material, 

memory, and instruction affect the development of reading comprehension.  

The result related with such condition can be seen from the studies 

conducted by Rahmah (2006), “The Difficulties of Reading Comprehension in 

English for Specific Purposes (ESP) Program Faced by The Students of 

Mechanical Engineering Department Engineering Faculty at Muhammdiyah 

University of Malang”, found several problems, such as difficulties in relation 

with the contents of the text and difficulties in relation with the lecturer. The 

researcher showed that the students had difficulties in linguistic and non linguistic 

factor in comprehending reading in ESP. 

Therefore, the writer would like to investigate the students’ difficulties in 

learning reading ESP considering they are the students of Tarbiyah Department in 
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Muhammadiyah University of Malang who always use Arabic than English in 

their study. 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

1. What are the students’ difficulties in learning reading ESP at Tarbiyah 

Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

2. How do the students solve their difficulties in learning reading ESP at 

Tarbiyah Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study are as follows: 

1. To find out the students’ difficulties in learning reading ESP at Tarbiyah 

Department University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

2. To find out the students’ effort to solve their difficulties in reading ESP at 

Tarbiyah Department University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

This study is expected to be useful for: 

1. Lecturer of Language Center 

This study is expected to give contribution to the improvement of teaching 

English especially reading. It is hoped that the result of this study would 

give information to the lecturer about students’ difficulties in learning 

reading ESP at Tarbiyah Department. By knowing the difficulties in 

reading ESP, the lecturer will know how to help the students to solve their 

difficulties. It can increase the quality in teaching learning process. 
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2. The students 

It is hoped that the result of this study would give great advantages for the 

students, they will easily to understand reading material as soon as 

possible; they can solve the difficulties in learning reading ESP.  

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 In order to make the study more focused, the researcher emphasizes only 

the difficulties reading faced by students in learning reading ESP and how 

the students solve the difficulties in learning reading ESP at Tarbiyah 

Department University of Muhammadiyah Malang. Besides, the limitation 

of this study is focus on the students of Tarbiyah Department in third 

semester University of Muhammadiyah Malang and it does not see the 

result of learning reading ESP. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

1. Difficulty is something that is hard to understand or a fact or quality of 

being to difficult (oxford learners pocket dictionary). In this study, 

difficulty is something that the students feel hard to do in reading ESP. 

2.  Reading Comprehension is the process of simultaneously extracting and 

constructing meaning through interaction and involvement with written 

language. It consists of three elements: the reader, the text, and the activity 

or purpose for reading. (Rand Reading Study Group, 2002) 

3. ESP (English for Specific Purposes) is designed to meet specific needs of 

the learner, it makes use of the underlying methodology and activates of 

discipline it serves and it is centered on the language (grammar, lexis, 

register), skills, discourse and genres appropriate to these activates (Evans 
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and John 1998 in Harding, 2007). In this study, ESP is a program offered 

by Language Center, University of Muhammadiyah Malang, which is 

oriented to fulfill the students need. 


