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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents the background of the study, the statement of the 

problems, the purpose of the study, the significance of the study, the scope and 

limitation, and the definition of the key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

English becomes the most essential language in the world. Almost all the 

people from many different countries around the world use it to communicate. The 

area of English has always become a special interest. It is because of the important of 

English in any scope of our life. Students who learn English as a foreign language 

will find difficulties and students’ difficulties not only occur in term of language skill 

but also in language components as grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation.  

According to Leech and Svartvik (2002:9), ”To use language properly, we, of 

course have to know the grammatical structures of the language and their meanings”. 

Knowing the grammatical rules when speaking English helps us to understand about 

the conversation and avoid misinterpretation spoken by someone. However, in 

mastering speaking, students do not only need to master vocabulary but also to know 

the way to use a good grammar.According to Lock (1997: 1),”Grammar is set of rules 

which specify all the possible grammatical structures of the language.” 

In studying English, both in spoken and written language the students will 

find difficulties that can cause errors. In spoken language, students cannot really 

control his or her language because he or she is urged to utter his or her words 
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immediately. Students cannot spend minutes just in order to utter a few words of a 

sentence. For studying the two skills of English, students should understand about 

one of the components of grammar that is part of speech. The researcher is interested 

more in the spoken language. It is because in speaking, there is spontaneity, it means 

when they usually communicate with others directly using English without thinking 

about the rule of grammar. 

The researcher considers that part of speech is the important components to be 

analyzed because almost all the students made errors in using part of speech. Based 

on NurvedyEko (2006) in his thesis about the grammatical errors made by second 

students of SMPN 1 Ngantang, most students made errors in using verb. It was found 

that the highest frequency of errors was verb (65,72%). 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang has a good program to study English 

especially for English skill such as speaking, writing, listening, and reading that is 

called ESP. Focusing onstudying speaking English in ESP class;it is possible to find 

the difficulties of learning speaking itself. It is because students are not only pay 

attention to the vocabulary and the pronunciation but also understand how to speak 

with a good grammar.  

Based on the fact, the researcher took the grammatical errors in using part of 

speech in speaking class. Considering the statement above, the researcher tries to 

analyze about the grammatical error. Then, the researcher tries to write the thesis 

entitled, “Grammatical Errors Made by The Second Semester Students of ESP 

Speaking Class at English Department – UMM. 

  



3 

1.2 Statement of the Study 

Based on the background of the study, the research problems are formulated 

as follows:  

1. What are the kinds of grammatical errorsmade by the second semester students of 

ESP speaking class atEnglish Department–UMM? 

2. What are the most dominant errors made by those students? 

  

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Based on the problems mentioned above, the purposes of the research are: 

1. To describe the kinds of grammatical errors made by the second semester students 

of ESP speaking class at English Department – UMM. 

2. To answer the grammatical errorsmade by the students.  

 

1.4 Significance of the Study  

The result of this study is expected to be useful for the following parties: 

1. For English lecturers, this research his expected to give more information about 

grammatical error in speaking English.The result of this research is expectedto be 

additional material for the lecturers so it can be used as an object of consideration 

while students learn speaking. 

2. For the students, by this research, they can know the most dominant errors that 

they made while speaking, sotheycan avoid the same error in using grammar in 

speaking.It alsoexpected to have an understanding of their weakness in 

constructing grammar sentences in their speaking, so it can improve their 

competence. 
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3. Forthe next researchers, thisresearch can help the next researcher tocompare 

his/her study whether her/his study is more benefit and success than previous 

research. It also can be usedas references for the next researchers who analyze the 

similar topic of study.   

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is grammatical errors, especially in spoken language. 

The writer did not discuss all components of grammar, so she limited her research on 

one of the components of grammar, part of speech, in the words used by the students 

of ESP speaking class in the first semester of English Department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. 

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

To avoid misinterpretation, the key terms used in the study are defined as 

follow: 

1. Grammatical 

Grammar is a description of the rules that govern how a language’s 

sentences are formed (Thornbury: 2002). Grammatical is correct forming 

wordsand making sentences according to the rules of grammar (Oxford: 2008). 

Grammatical is an adjective form from the word grammar. Grammatical here, 

means a correct form of sentence which follow the rules of grammar that should be 

studied and used by the students in learning speaking English.  
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2. Error 

Error is noticeable deviation from the adult grammar of native speaker 

reflecting the interlanguage competence of the learner (Brown: 1994). Error here 

means incorrect sentences produced by the students during the speaking learning 

process. 

3. Speaking 

Speaking is the verbal use of language to communicate with others 

(Fulcher: 2003:23).Speaking is one lesson that should be taken by the learner to 

complete studying the language skill. 
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