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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the study  

Literature is human’s expression. Literary work expresses a series of happenings on 

human life such as their problems, struggle, and conflict of life. Rees (1973) says that literature 

expresses and communicates thought, feeling, and attitudes toward life. 

Literary works present something that is implicitly offered to the public readers. The 

implied things in the works of literature have to be dug out to find the valuable lesson hidden. 

The focus of literature is mankind’s life and the problems in it. Movie, novels, poetry are the 

media used by the author to express the idea. 

Movies are also called film. According to Linda (1980), movies (film) are a type of visual 

communication which uses moving pictures and sound to tell stories or inform to the audiences. 

Movie gives useful values and messages about human life that is complex with conflicts. Movie 

audiences can find exploration of human personalities, characters of people, and human 

behaviors. 

Long (1945) says that by watching movie, people can get a better view of things that 

happen in people’s mind. In a movie, people can find exploration of human personalities, 

characters of people, and human behaviors. These things can mature them and enable the 

audiences to know the way to handle difficult situation and understand other people’s thoughts. 

Moreover, by watching movie, people can be more introspective and may improve their 

knowledge about human being’s life. 

Kurniasih (2000) argues that the people’s life cannot be separated from conflicts and 

problems. Conflict holds an important role in people’s life and it mostly happens in all aspects of 
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life, like family, school, society, country. Inspired by the fact that conflict plays a significance 

role in people’s life, analyzing individual conflict faced by the main character in the movie “My 

name is Khan “by Karan Johar in a literary work is the focus of this study. 

This movie is interesting to be analyzed because of several reasons. First, we can get 

moral lessons about life in this movie, especially about the conflicts that the main character faces 

and how he can solve his conflicts. Another reason is that the story of this movie is based on the 

real event in the United States of America that happened in September 11, 2001. As of date “My 

Name Is Khan” (2010) was successfully reaping revenues of U.S. $ 1.4 million. It became a 

Hollywood film with the largest gross revenue in its first week. 

There have been some previous studies analyzing conflicts. One of them is the work of 

Supriyanto (2006) that analyzed individual conflicts faced by the main characters on Anne 

Bronte's novel "The Tenant of Wildfell Hall”. Psychological conflict could be found in this 

novel. Gilbert Markam the main character got a psychological conflict especially when he fell in 

love with Helen Graham who inhabited Wildfell Hall. But, he was turned down by her because 

she still had husband. Finally, he felt that his way was clear to marry her when Helen's husband 

died. At that time he felt confused and doubt about this. 

A similar study was conducted by Wersini (2005) who focused on individual conflicts 

faced by the main character in Nora Robert’s novel “Night Shield”. Jonah Blackhawk who was 

the main character in the novel faced the psychological conflict when loving a detective, the 

commissioner’s daughter, Allison Fletcher. He owed her father much and that made him think 

that he could not love her although he wanted her to stay close to him. That condition made him 

confused to make a decision. On the one hand, he loved her and wanted to marry her but if he 
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took that decision, it made him feel guilty and shy with Ally’s father because he was a bad guy at 

first and her father knew much about him. 

In this study, “My name is Khan” movie is selected to be the object of the study. Rizvan 

Khan is the main character in this movie who suffers from the asperger syndrome, a form of 

autism. Rizvan’s conflict is selected to be the focus of this study because he got many kinds of 

conflicts. This study is different from the previous studies above in some aspects. First, they used 

and found psychological and social conflicts. Secondly, they found the conflict brought positive 

effect to the main character.  

1.2      Statement of the problem 

In this study, there are some problems that are necessary to be investigated in relations with 

the story in the movie. The problems are as follows: 

1. What kinds of conflict faced by the main characters in the movie “My Name is Khan”? 

2. How do the conflicts happen? 

3. How do the main characters solve the conflicts? 

1.3 Purpose of the study 

The purposes of the study are to find out the answer of the problems. They are formulated as 

follows: 

1. To describe kinds of conflicts faced by the main characters in the movie “My Name is 

Khan” 

2. To describe how the conflicts happen 

3. To describe how the main characters solve the conflicts 

1.4 The significance of the study 
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This study intends to provide an example for the students who want to understand the 

content of the movie. Secondly, it is expected to be able to enhance and encourage the readers, 

especially the students of English Department to pay more attention on literary works. And by 

doing this research, the researcher hoped the readers will be able to take result of this research as 

the lesson in their life. 

1.5 Scope and limitation of the study 

The scope of the study focuses on analyzing the conflict faced by the main characters in 

the movie “My name is Khan”. The limitation of this study is on individual conflicts that Rizvan 

has faced as a Muslim in New York City after the 9/11 tragedy, how the conflicts happen, and 

how the main character solves the conflict in “My Name is Khan” movie. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

1. Analysis is investigation on event or story to know what causes, how the problem happens 

(Poerwadarminta: 1985). 

2. Conflict is a struggle life of character to solve the obstruction in achieving his purpose 

(Tarigan, 1986). 

3. Main character is the most important character in a story (Koesnosoebroto, 1988). 

4. Movies (film) are a type of visual communication which used moving pictures and sound to 

tell stories or inform to the audiences (Linda, 1980). 

5. Individual conflict is an ethical decision that has to made (Collins, 2008) 


