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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 Chapter I discusses: (1) background of study (2) statement of the problems (3) 

purpose of the study (4) significance of the study (5) scope and limitation (6) 

definition of key term. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

As human being, there will be a curiousity about ourself and others We are also 

curious about each other, including the reason of our behaviour or action By Reading 

literature, we will get some suggestions, and flashes of insight of our curiousity. On 

the other hand, literature can entertain people and led people to think insight of their 

own life. Mc. Millan (1984) claimed that literature offers experience and to make the 

word comes, the reader must use their imagination; participate with the writer in 

producing or reproducing the experience of the literature. Beside, Mayer (1990:3) 

said that literature is a fiction that consists of the word that arranged as nice as 

possible to stir the reader imagination. 

Like novel, poetry, and drama, film has the same position as the major genres in 

textual studies. It is true that film has become part of daily life which always attracts 

the attention million of eyes in this world. Different from novel that is made to be 

read, film is form of entertainment that enacts a story by a sequence of images giving 

the illusion of continues movement. Moreover, film is usually acted by humans who 

act likes the story they made. 
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As everybody knows, making a film is more complicated than making the other 

work. Making a film is not like writing a poem; it needs a team work which involves 

many people as a crew. Film has many elements, such as, director, scriptwriter, 

editor, music composer, artists, producer, etc. Besides, it also needs some techniques, 

including mise-en-scene, sound, cinematography, editing and also a story of the film. 

(www.wikipedia.org/filmmaking) 

All people in the world have different kinds of obsession. People have many 

reasons of their obsession and have many ways to make it real. It can be real if 

someone tries and work harder to reach their goal. But, people’s obsession becomes a 

big problem for themselves and also surrounding if they do the bad ways to realize 

their obsessions. 

Nowadays, the story of the film based not only on imagination of the writer, but 

also from the real story of someone or something happened in the world. Usually the 

director takes one of the greatest experiences or one of the greatest people as the 

resources or the idea to make a film. 

There are many directors who make the movie based on true story. One of them 

is Tom Tykwer. Tom Tykwer was born in Wuppertal in 1965 and made his first 

Super-8 film when he was eleven years old. From 1980 on he worked in various 

independent arts house cinemas as a projectionist. In 1988 he became the programmer 

at Berlin’s Movie men to cinema, as well as by doing some script analyzing and 

shooting TV profiles of a number of different directors to make ends meet. Around 
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this time he also met cameraman Frank Griebe, who has worked on nearly all 

Tykwer’s film projects right up to the present day. 

After almost four years of work Tykwer’s most elaborate film to date, Perfume 

was released in cinemas on 14 September 2006. Perfume is a story of identity, 

communication and the morality of the human spirit. While the film received some 

controversial comments in the press, the film version of Patrick Susskind’s bestseller, 

produced by Bernd Eichinger and with actors such as Ben Whishaw, Dustin 

Hoffman, Alan Rickman and Rachel Hurd-Wood in the leads, gave Tykwer his 

biggest box-office success to date. The film remained in the international cinema 

charts for several weeks, achieving blockbuster success particularly in Europe, Asia 

and South America. 

Jean- Baptiste Grenouille is the main character in Perfume. He is an unwanted 

Parisian orphan who has little personal scent. He has a unique talent for discerning 

the scents and smells that swirl around him, which he uses to create the world's finest 

perfumes. But, he has not any scent of his own. He apprentices himself to a perfumer 

and he wants to learn more about scent. One day he smells a divine scent and follows 

it, and it shocked him to find that the source of this beautiful scent is a young woman. 

He dedicates his life to preserve this perfect scent. In the process, he creates perfumes 

that powerfully manipulate human emotions, murdering twelve beautiful women to 

take their body scent.  
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 The writer is interested in analyzing “PERFUME:The Story of Murderer” film 

because it is interesting and tells about great story of someone who obsessed. 

Grenouille as the main character has a problem on his obsession. People can takes the 

lessons about an obsession common in real life. 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Based on the background of the study discusse above, the writer wants to analyze 

some problems, they are: 

1. What isGrenouille’s obsession in Tom Tykwer’s Film “PERFUME: The Story 

of Murderer”? 

2. Why doesGrenouille have his obsessions in Tom Tykwer’s Film 

“PERFUME:The Story of Murderer”? 

3. What doesGrenouille’s do to make his obsession come true in Tom Tykwer’s 

Film “PERFUME: The Story of Murderer”? 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

1. To explain aboutGrenouille’s obsession in Tom Tykwer’s Film “PERUME: 

The Story of Murderer”. 

2. To explain Grenouille’s reason have his obsessions in Tom Tykwer’s Film 

“PERFUME: The Story of Murderer 

3. To describe Grennouille’seffort to make his obsession come true in Tom 

Tykwer’s Film “PARFUME: The Story of Murderer”. 
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1.4 Significance of Study 

 It is expected that this research will eventually enrich related previous 

publications. It will motivate other English students to learn literature. Besides, we 

can take lesson that having obsession is not categorized in abnormal person, but how 

we can manage or handle of our obsession to be good is the most important part. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

There are many fields to be examined by the writer. However, in this thesis, 

the writer is intended to analyze Tom Tykwer’sfilm entitled “PERFUME: The Story 

of Murderer” as scope. The writer also limits this study on the obsession of the main 

character named Grennouille, because Grennouille is the main character and often 

appears and obsession is the main problem appeared from Grennouille. 

1.6 Definition of Key term 

1. A study is investigation of an event or story to know causes a particular 

problem (Poerwadarminata in AgusRidhani, 2007). 

 2. Jean- Baptiste Grennouille is the main character in Tom Tykwer’s Film 

“PERFUME: The Story of Murderer” who is an orphan and superhuman sense 

of smell. 

3. Obsession is thoughtsarepersistent anddisturbing, whichcauseanxietyand 

cannot becontrolledby individualswho experience. (Nevid, et al, 2005) 
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4. Tom Tykwer is the film director of “PERFUME: The Story of Murderer’s 

film.  

5. A film, also called a movie or motion picture, is a series of still images 

which when they are passed past a projector gives the viewer the impression 

of movement. (wikipedia.org/wiki/Film) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


