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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Chapter 1 of this research presents such topics as background of the study, 

statement of problems, purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and 

limitation, and definition of the key terms.  

1.1 Background of the Study  

English language is very important in globalization era because it is an 

international language. In this globalization era, almost all nations, including 

Indonesia, should know English. Without capability of English, it is almost 

impossible to communicate with people around the world. World population that is 

so multifarious and multi cultural has languages of their own. Therefore, world 

interaction and communication must be supported by one global language. And this 

one global language is English.  

The Importance of usage of English in era of globalization that is more and 

more clearly before our very eyes cannot be denied and neglected anymore. That is 

why demand of mastering English is hardly possible to avoid by all nations in the 

world including Indonesia.  Indonesia must be able to catch up its retarded and 

compete with others. Considering that English has been used for International 

communication, it is about time to start applying it in English education in Indonesia.  

English subject as foreign language in Indonesian senior high school has been 

focused on developing the four language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and 
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writing). Each skill has different objective to achieve. First, reading skill focuses on 

the students’ ability in understanding and comprehending reading passage. Second, 

the listening skill focuses on students’ understanding of oral text both of direct 

conversation and cassettes. Third, speaking skill requires the students to produce 

English orally. The last, writing skill requires the students to arrange the words into 

sentence, and then sentence to a paragraph.  

According to Watson & Barker (in Sellnow, 2003: 75-76), “We spend more 

time listening than we spend engaged in all of the others forms of communication 

combined: 55% of the time we spend listening compared to 24% speaking, 13% 

reading, and 8% writing.” The students usually get troubles in listening, such as 

difficulty to concentrate, disability in catching the actual sounds of the foreign 

language, and disability in understanding every word of what the native said because 

he or she talks too fast, natural, and native- sounding speech. Beside, there are many 

idioms in English used by native speaker and students still poor of it. So, in listening 

the students must pay more attention to what the native said.   

Difficulties in learning listening for the students also create problems for the 

teacher. A research conducted by Khafidz (2003) at SMA Muhammadiyah 4 Sidayu, 

Gresik shows that the English Teacher’s problems in teaching listening  are the 

motivation of the students in learning listening  is low, the ability of the students in 

learning listening  is very poor, and the students come from different graduates. The 

teacher’s efforts to solve the problems are teacher used various methods and 

techniques in teaching listening, the teacher repeats the materials of listening until 

the students understand, the teacher classified between low and high students’ ability 

and low students’ ability were given extra time.  
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Furthermore, methods are made from strategies and techniques. Beside the 

various methods and techniques used to solve the listening problems, teaching 

strategies must also be considered because they are plans of action in order to 

achieve the teacher’s objectives and help the students learning listening and inside 

them; there are techniques that support the strategies.  

According to Brown (1994:104),” Strategies vary intra individually; each of 

us has a whole host of possible ways to solve a particular problem and we choose 

one- or several of those in sequences- for given problem.” Strategies can be a way to 

help the teacher to solve the problem in teaching listening.   

The writer wants to discuss or analyse the teacher’s strategies in teaching 

listening comprehension. The researcher chooses this topic conducted at SMA 

Tamansiswa (Taman Madya) Malang because today listening to English becomes 

important thing in SMA. The researcher also chooses SMA Tamansiswa (Taman 

Madya) Malang because the school has laboratory to support the increasing of the 

teaching and learning English, especially in teaching listening comprehension. 

Without laboratory, listening is not applicable optimally. 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study discussed previously, the research of 

the problem is formulated as follows: 

1. What strategies are used by the English teachers in teaching listening 

comprehension at SMA Tamansiswa (Taman Madya) Malang? 

2. What problems do the teachers meet in implementing strategies teaching 

listening comprehension at SMA Tamansiswa (Taman Madya) Malang? 
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3. What are the solutions used by the English teachers in teaching listening 

comprehension at SMA Tamansiswa (Taman Madya) Malang? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

 This study is conducted in order to get the answer of the research problem, 

namely: 

1. To know the strategies used by the English teachers in teaching listening 

comprehension at SMA Tamansiswa (Taman Madya) Malang. 

2. To know the problems in implementing strategies used by the English 

teachers in teaching listening comprehension at SMA Tamansiswa 

(Taman Madya) Malang. 

3. To know the solutions of the problems in implementing strategies used by 

the English teachers in teaching listening comprehension at SMA 

Tamansiswa (Taman Madya) Malang. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

 The results of the study are expected to give input to the teachers and to the 

researchers. For the English teachers at SMA Tamansiswa (Taman Madya) Malang, it 

is hoped that the result of the study gives additional information to help the teacher in 

solving the problems of the students’ disability in listening comprehension and in 

finding out the better strategies to make the teaching learning process run well in 

listening class. For the next researcher, it is expected that the result of the study will 

be used as a reference to analyze more about the kinds of teaching strategies that are 

used by the English teacher in teaching listening. 
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of the study is focused on the kinds of the teacher‘s strategies used 

by the teacher in teaching listening comprehension. In addition, the subjects of the 

study are limited to two English teachers and the second year students that they teach 

at SMA Tamansiswa (Taman Madya) Malang. The limitation of the study is the 

strategies of teacher in teaching listening comprehension at SMA Tamansiswa 

(Taman Madya) Malang. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

1. Teaching is guiding and facilitating, enabling the learner to learn, setting the 

conditions for learning (Brown, 2000:7). 

2. Listening  is a psychomotor process of receiving sound waves though the ear 

and transmiting nerve impulse to the brain (Brown, 2001) 

3. Strategies are specific of approaching a problem or task, modes of operation 

for achieving a particular end, planned designs for controlling and 

manipulating certain information (Brown, 1994: 104). 

4. Comprehension involves extracting meaning from a text, from participating 

in a conversation or from listening to a person or people speaking (Parrott, 

1993: 154). 

5. Listening comprehension is the ability to identify and understand what others 

are saying. This involves understanding a speaker’s accent of 

pronounciation, his grammar and his vocabulary, and grasping his meaning 

(Howatt and Dakin, in Saricoban, 1999). 

 


