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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents background of the study, statements of the problem, 

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of 

key terms. Each section is presented as follows. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

People use language to express their thoughts, feelings, ideas, and experiences 

to communicate to each other. Moreover, it has been known that language is the most 

effective means of communication. People learn not only their mother tongue but also 

languages used in the international world. One of languages used in the international 

world is English.  

English plays a great role in the world. In Indonesia, English even takes more 

important role. Indonesian needs English to communicate to people from other 

countries. According to Broughton (2003),”When anyone learns a foreign language 

instrumentally, he needs it for operational purpose.” The general objective of English 

teaching as a foreign language in Indonesia is to enable the students to understand the 

language correctly.  

Everyone has an ability to speak English. According to Weigle (2002), “the 

ability to speak and write a second language is becoming widely recognized as an 

important skill for education.” Thus, in education setting, nowadays students are 

obligated to be competent in speaking and writing skill. The ability to write 
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effectively allows individuals from different backgrounds and cultures to 

communicate to each other.  

Writing as one of the language skills is not acquired naturally because it is a 

subject that needs a lot of practice. Writing is considered as the most difficult and 

complicated language skill to be learned compared to other language skills. Kellog 

(2008:2) also adds, “Learning how to write a coherent, effective text is a difficult and 

protracted achievement of cognitive development that contrasts sharply with the 

acquisition of speech”. Therefore, few people focus on local problems, such as 

correctness of spelling, vocabulary, and sentence structure when they are writing. 

Writing is not just a constructing grammatical correct sentences and using correct 

spelling and punctuations. Writing is also the way of finding out what one knows 

about a topic. That is why the first step of writing is getting ideas to write. If in this 

step students still have problems, they cannot go further to the next steps of writing 

process.  

In writing, there are some types of genre. They are descriptive, narrative, 

expository, discussion, review, procedure, anecdote, etc. Each type has different in 

purpose and generic structure. Each type of genre in writing has been taught to the 

students of Junior High School. Writing can be called as an activity in using language 

in the form of written text. Thus, the students who compose writing should move 

their ideas through a series of activities or stages in writing process to produce good 

writing.  

 This research discusses one of the types of writing namely descriptive writing. 

Descriptive text is difficult enough to be learned by the students. It was proved by 
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Arianti who researched about the students’ ability in writing descriptive paragraph 

faced by the students of English Department, academic year 2006/2007 at UMM. It 

was found that the mean score of students’ ability in using simple present tense in 

writing descriptive paragraph was fair. The stated data can be concluded that 

descriptive text is still difficult to be learned by the university students. Thus, dealing 

with these phenomena, the researcher wants to find the student’s ability in writing 

descriptive paragraph at junior high school students. 

Descriptive is a type of text which has function to describe particular thing such 

as person and place, animal. Descriptive text is the one of genres which is taught in 

Junior High School. In Junior high school has one Standar Kompetensi and it 

developed into two Kompetensi Dasar. And for descriptive text it has five meetings, 

the teacher had explained about descriptive text in describing a person into two 

meetings and taking a test in one meeting.  

To write good a descriptive text the student needs creativity because there are 

some aspects like content, organization, vocabulary, language and mechanics. Based 

on the phenomena, the writer wants to know the students’ writing performance in 

descriptive text. By analyzing the students’ writing of descriptive text, the writer can 

know their weakness so that they can improve their learning English writing 

especially in descriptive text. 

The researcher chooses MTS Muhammadiyah 3 Trenggalek because there is no 

previous study discussed about writing descriptive paragraph conducted in this 

school. Thus, it is very important to conduct a research on this topic at MTS 

Muhammadiyah 3 Trenggalek.  
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I.2. Statement of the Problem 

In the line with the background of the study, the research problem can be 

formulated as follows: “How is the seventh grade students’ performance in writing 

descriptive text at MTS Muhammadiyah 3 Trenggalek?” 

I.3. Purpose of the Study 

The writer states the purposes of study is to know how the seventh grade 

students’ performance in writing descriptive text at MTS Muhammadiyah 3 

Trenggalek is. 

I.4. Significance of the Study 

This study is expected to give contribution for teachers, students and the 

researcher. For the teachers, the result of this study will give them further information 

about the student’s performance in writing descriptive and it gives them feedback or 

input to improve their teaching material. For the students, this study will help them to 

know their problems in process of learning and it will motivate them to study hard to 

improve their performance. In addition, for the researcher, it will give important 

information about the seventh grade students’ performance in writing descriptive text 

at MTS Muhammadiyah 3 Trenggalek. 

I.6. Scope and Limitation 

This study does not investigate all of the types of writing, namely; narrative, 

descriptive, report, process analysis, cause-and-effect analysis, classification, 

comparison and contrast, definiton, persuasive argument, summary and response. It 

just investigates descriptive writing. This focuses on the study on the students’ 

performance in writing descriptive text. This study limits the students at the MTS 



5 

 

Muhammadiyah 3 Trenggalek the seventh grade of the 2012/2013 academic year 

because they have learnt descriptive text. 

 

I.7. Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding, the researcher gives some definition of key terms: 

 Writing performance  : evaluated according degree of success in performing 

writing tasks set rather than solely in relations to the performance. (Heaton,2000) 

 Descriptive text  : a kind of text with a purpose to give information. The 

context of this kind of text is the description of particular thing, animal, person, or 

others, for instance: our pets or a person we know well (Hartono, 2003) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


