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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

Chapter 1 of this thesis presents such topic as: Background of the study, 

statement of the problems, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope 

and limitation, and the definition of the key terms. 

 

1.1. Background of the study 

Motivation can encourage someone to do something to achieve objectives. 

Motivation is very important; motivation is a concept that explains why a person 

behaves. According to Huda (2007) If there are two children who have the same 

capabilities and provide the same opportunities and conditions to achieve the 

objectives, performance and results achieved by children who will be better 

motivated than children who are not motivated.  Motivation determines the success 

or failure of students’ learning activities. Learning without motivation is difficult to 

achieve optimal success (Hamalik, 2005:108) 

Learning is very important for the people to survive their life. By learning, 

people can change their future. According to Gage (1984: 253) learning is as a 

result of experience. The term experience limits the kind of change in behavior that 

can be considered to represent learning 

Learning English consists of four functional skills they are speaking, 

listening, reading, and writing. To learn English well students need to improve their 
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motivation. It can help students to enjoy learning English. Therefore, motivation is 

an important aspect in teaching and learning process. By having good motivation in 

learning English students will be easy to do their activities well in the classroom, to 

access and transfer information. 

Motivation is needed by students in the teaching-learning process because it 

is an energy that supports the student does something that they like and facilitate 

them in accepting the lessons. Santrock (2001: 394) state that a student’s motivation 

in the classroom involves why the student is behaving in a particular way and the 

extent to which the student’s behavior is energized, directed, and sustained. 

Therefore, motivation influences the student’s behavior in learning. The people 

usually see it reflected in a certain amount of personal investment in particular 

activities. 

In reality, the motives of each person in the study may be different from 

others. There are students who study hard because they want to increase knowledge, 

those students who are studying for fear of being scolded by parents. The big 

difference in motivation is influenced by intrinsic motivation that appears in itself 

without being affected by something outside itself. And extrinsic motivation that 

appears in a person because of outside influences such us: teachers, parents and the 

environment. 

As Callahan and Clark (1988:137) say:  

If pupils become disgusted with the boredom and confinement of school 

and associate learning with pain and repulsiveness, injury done to their 

attitudes toward education may be irreparable. If, on the other hand, the 

teacher is skillful, and excites in pupils a spirit of inquiry and curiosity, 



3 
 

leading them to observe, to think to explore and to feel that is a 

simulating experience, all will be enriched in the process. 

Intrinsic and extrinsic motivation in the role of teaching and learning both 

are needed. With the motivation, the student can develop activities and initiatives, 

can drive and maintain diligence in learning activities (Sardiman A. M, 2006:91) 

For this research, the writer has chosen the research under the title 

“students’ motivation of eleventh grader science program in joining English subject 

at SMAN 7 Malang”. SMAN 7 Malang is one of the best senior high schools in 

Malang. On the other hand, many researchers found that motivation has correlation 

with achievement and success. Brown has stated, “it is easy to assume that success 

in any task is due simply to the fact someone is motivated” (2000:160). That is why 

it is important to indentify language learning motivation of science program 

students whose language achievement is not satisfactory. 

Another researcher was Rosalina (2008) who has researched a study on the 

students’ motivation in learning English in language program of SMAN 2 Batu. 

The result showed that the intrinsic students’ motivation was more influential than 

extrinsic motivation. The factors of intrinsic motivation are need, intention, and 

self-improvement. From those factors, the researcher found that self-improvement 

was the highest one. It means the students learned English because they want to 

increase their knowledge after they know their improvement in understanding the 

subject. 
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Based on the description above, the researcher wants to examine how high 

the factors that influence students’ motivation of eleventh grader science program 

in joining English subject at SMAN 7 Malang. 

 

1.2. Statement of The Problem 

The problems of this study are formulated as follows: 

1. How is the motivation of eleventh graders science program in joining 

English subject at SMAN 7 Malang? 

2. What is the most dominant kind of motivation eleventh graders science 

program in joining English subject at SMAN 7 Malang? 

 

1.3. Purpose of The Study 

The purposes of the study are as: 

1. To know the motivation of eleventh graders science program in joining 

English subject at SMAN 7 Malang. 

2. To know the most dominant kind of motivation eleventh grader science 

program in joining English subject at SMAN 7 Malang. 

 

1.4. Significance of The Study 

The finding of the study is expected to give more information about the 

students’ motivation in leaning English. This contribution will be useful for the 

school principal in achieving the success of teaching learning activities in this 

school especially in English subject. 
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The result of the study is also expected to provide a feedback to the English 

teacher, especially at SMAN 7 Malang, generally for the English teacher in other 

school. In addition, the result of the study is expected to give the valuable 

contribution to the students of SMAN 7 Malang in order to realize that learning 

English is important and must be increased to get successful in the future. 

For the English teacher, they will use good ways to motivate the students to 

learn English. 

 

1.5. Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this research is the students’ motivation. It is limited to 

investigate the motivation science program students of eleventh class of SMAN 7 

Malang. 

 

1.6.  Definition of The Key Term 

Motivation is something that energizes, directs, and sustains behavior, it gets 

student motivating, points them in a particular direction, and keeps them going. 

Intrinsic motivation is a motivation that comes from one self because knows the 

importance of the subject. While extrinsic motivation is motivation that comes from 

external factor. Students who are extrinsically motivated may want the good grades, 

money, or recognition that particular activities and accomplishments bring 

(Ormrod, 2003: 368, 9) 

Learning is a relatively permanent change in behavioral tendency and is the 

result of reinforced practiced (Kimble and Garmezy 1963: 133 in Brown 2000) 
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Science Program is a class, is systematic enterprises that build and 

organizes knowledge in the form of testable explanations and predictions about the 

universe. 


