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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents such topics as background of the study, statement of the 

problems, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of the key terms. Each section is presented as follows: 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

As an international language, English is very important to be learned. English 

is an official language that is used by people from different countries to communicate 

each other. In Indonesia, English is the first foreign language. This foreign language 

has been learned in school and has become one subject that is taught from 

kindergarten to university.  

To comprehend English, students must learn four English language skills that 

are speaking, reading, writing and listening. To understand the four English skills, 

they should learn vocabulary. Cahyono and Widiati (2011:107) state, “Good 

vocabulary mastery supports mastery of each of the language skills, both receptive 

(listening and reading) and productive (speaking and writing).” So, vocabulary 

mastery is very important to be achieved by the students because it can support their 

understanding of four English skills. For Listening skill, good vocabulary mastery 

can make them understand what other people say. They can understand other people’s 

talking not only in direct conversation, but also in television or radio. They can easily 
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understand because they know many words of English. So, good vocabulary mastery 

helps them support their listening skill. Vocabulary mastery also helps them support 

their reading skill. When they read a passage of book, novel, newspaper or any kind 

of reading material, they can comprehend the message of the text. It means that they 

know the meaning of the words. In other words, they also get information from the 

text. For speaking skill, if the students have good vocabulary mastery, they will not 

have any difficulty when they want to speak, because they can select words that are 

appropriate with their idea. So they can convey their idea to communicate with other 

people. Meanwhile, in writing skill, they can write their idea in the form of written 

texts because they understand what words that they want to use. So, good vocabulary 

mastery can support their mastery of the four English skills.  

In junior high school, learning English for students is targeted to achieve 

functional level to communicate orally and in written form to solve daily problems, 

such as reading newspaper, manual, or instruction (BSNP, 2006:123). So, the 

students need to be able to read newspapers, instructions or any kind of books, and 

they must be able to communicate orally or in written form. Automatically, they need 

sufficient vocabulary to reach the target. Vocabulary is also one of linguistic 

competence beside grammar, pronunciation, phonology and morphology that function 

as supporting competence in the scope of English subject in junior high school 

(BSNP, 2006:124). So, vocabulary is the linguistic competence that they must learn.   

 In teaching vocabulary, the use of teaching technique is very important in 

determine the success of students’ achievement. Tarigan and Tarigan (1986) state, the 

appropriate use of teaching technique can arouse high passion for learning of students 
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that finally can make them have good achievement. So, the appropriate use of 

technique in teaching vocabulary can help student to increase their achievement in 

English. According to Brown (2000:171), “Technique is any of a wide variety of 

exercises, activities, or devices used in the language classroom for realizing lesson 

objectives.” So, technique cannot be separated from teachers in language classroom, 

and by using various techniques, English teachers can use many ways to teach 

vocabulary, in order to make teaching vocabulary much easier. 

Some previous researches have been done related to technique of teaching 

vocabulary. The first is a research done by Dewi (2008) entitled “A Study on 

Vocabulary Teaching Technique for The Eight Graders of SMP N 13 Malang.” It 

investigated about the technique of teaching vocabulary used by the English teacher 

in SMPN 13 Malang. She found that the teachers used visual technique, illustrative 

situation, mime and gesture, synonymy and definition, contrast and opposites, scale, 

example of the type, translation, using a dictionary, asking others, and contextual 

guesswork. Another research was conducted by Haryani (2010) entitled “A study on 

The Techniques of Teaching English Vocabulary for Second Year Students in SMP 

Muhammadiyah 1 Malang.” She investigated the techniques of teaching English 

vocabulary used by the English teacher for second year students in SMP 

Muhammadiyah 1 Malang and the students’ response toward the teacher’s 

techniques. She found that the teacher’s techniques were communicative, role play, 

games, question-answer display, brainstorming, and report. The students’ responses 

toward those techniques were very good and very enthusiastic because those 

techniques make the students interested in learning English vocabulary. 



4 
 

Based on the background above, the researcher is interested in conducting the 

research on “The Vocabulary Teaching Techniques used by the First Grade English 

Teacher in SMP Muhammadiyah 06 Dau Malang.” The researcher chooses SMP 

Muhammadiyah 06 Dau Malang because the students in this school have lack of 

vocabulary. Since techniques of teaching vocabulary is important to help students 

increase their achievement in English, the researcher wants to know the techniques of 

teaching vocabulary used by the English teacher in SMP Muhammadiyah 06 Dau 

Malang, the way he or she implements the techniques in the teaching and learning 

process, and the students’ response towards the teaching of vocabulary using those 

techniques. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study, the problems are formulated as follows:  

1. What techniques does the English teacher use in teaching vocabulary to the 

students of SMP Muhammadiyah 06 Dau Malang? 

2. How does the English teacher implement the techniques in the teaching and 

learning process?  

3. How is the students’ response towards the teaching of vocabulary using those 

techniques? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Concerning with the problem above, the purposes of this study are: 
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1. To know the techniques used by the English teacher in teaching vocabulary to the 

students of SMP Muhammadiyah 06 Dau Malang. 

2. To know how the English teacher implements the techniques in the teaching and 

learning process. 

3. To know the students’ response towards the teaching of vocabulary using those 

techniques. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of this study is expected to be useful for English teachers, the 

English department students, and the next researchers. For the teachers, it is expected 

that the result of this study will give contribution that the English teachers will know 

better techniques for teaching vocabulary to the students. For English department 

students, the result of this study can be useful for them to know how techniques of 

teaching vocabulary are.  For the next researchers, the result of this study is expected 

to be used as one of references if they are interested in conduct similar studies. 

   

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

This study focuses on the vocabulary teaching techniques used by the first 

grade English teacher, the way the English teacher implements the techniques in the 

teaching and learning process and the students’ response towards the teaching of 

vocabulary using those techniques. This study is limited to the only teacher of 

English and the first grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 06 Dau Malang. 

 



6 
 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms  

In order to avoid misunderstanding in this study, certain key terms related 

with this study are defined as follows: 

1. Vocabulary is all words in a particular language (Wehmeir,et al. in Cahyono and 

Widiati, 20011:107).   

2. Teaching techniques are the ways and means adopted by a teacher to direct the 

learners’ activities toward an objective (Gerlach, Ely, and Melnick, 1980). 

3. Learning is acquiring or getting of knowledge of a subject or a skill by study, 

experience or instruction (Brown, 2000:7). 

4. Implement is the process of putting into practice an idea, program, or set of 

activities and structures new to the people attempting or expected to change 

(Fullan, 1991). 

5. Response is reaction that is given by individual which is caused by powers from 

outside or inside the individual (stimulus) and the reaction can be physical 

activity or can be feeling (Patty, et.al., 1982). 

 

 

 

 


