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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the study 

English is one of the foreign languages for Indonesian students that must be 

learnt in school since kindergarten until University. English is considered as a 

difficult subject for the Indonesian students, because English is completely 

different from Indonesian language being look at from the system of structure, 

pronunciation and vocabulary. English teaching involves four language skills; 

they are listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Hence, at the end of the lesson, 

students are expected to be able to achieve those four language skills. One of the 

productive skills that have to be improved is writing. 

Writing is one of the basic skills that has important role in mastering 

language. Writing is an activity which someone does write to produce a script 

(Nurudin, 2010). It is difficult to write well in any language, even in our native 

language. Unlike speaking, writing is more complicated because it is more than 

arranging words into sentences but connecting them into meaningful and coherent 

sentences. Many students with learning problems have difficulty with handwriting 

(Cecil D. & Ann R. Mercer, 1989) because the students are demanded to express 

their ideas in written English appropriately. Students who learn the writing skill 

need to be able deal with some writing elements. The elements are the 
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combination of a number of diverse elements namely content, form, grammar, 

style, and mechanics (Harris, 1969). In other words, the students are required to 

be able to develop the ideas, organize the content of the text, employ appropriate 

grammatical form, choose structures and lexical item, and demonstrate 

appropriate spelling and punctuation in the text. 

 Therefore, a teacher should have some strategy in writing class so that the 

students can produce a script with appropriate elements of writing. A teacher 

should explain about the elements of writing so that the students can understand 

about what elements of writing before beginning to write. First element is content. 

Content is talking about the idea that the students have. Usually, the students can 

get an idea from their experience or something that they have read or seen. If they 

have already got an idea, they can write based on their idea. But, in writing, the 

students should have to pay attention with form. Form is the organization of the 

content. The purpose of the form is that the students’ writing become neat and the 

reader can understand about the story that they have written. Not only the form 

but also grammar and style, the students have to pay attention too to both of them. 

If they use appropriate grammar and structure, their writing can be clear and 

understood by others. Giving a media such as news, for example, can help 

students to build up their writing skill. The one way to use news as a media is 

reflecting the news in oral or written form. By using news reflection, the students 

can develop their idea about news that they have read. They can obtain the 

information that they get from reading the news. They also can use appropriate 
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grammar and choose the structure to write the information or their idea that they 

get from news. 

 According to Oxford Dictionary (Oxfrod, 2003:287), news is new information 

about something that has happened recently. It means that news is the selected 

information on current events. Whereas reflection is the act of reflecting or the 

state of being reflected. So, news reflection is an activity in which we reflect on 

what we have read or heard of the news into written form. In the news reflection 

activity, students are expected to be able comprehend the news well and they can 

reflect it to other people. In other word, a news reflection to other people is the 

same as communication with other people.  

In SMAN 1 Kota Mojokerto, the use of news reflection had been done by the 

teacher. Therefore, the writer wants to finds out the effectiveness of news 

reflection and how it is implemented. In addition, the writer also wants to find out 

the students’ responses of news reflection. 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

1. How is the implementation of news reflection in teaching writing skill at 

SMA Negeri 1 Kota Mojokerto? 

2. How are the students’ responses toward the implementation of news reflection 

in teaching writing skill at SMA Negeri 1 Kota Mojokerto? 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

The purposes of the study based on the stated problems are: 
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1. To describe the implementation of news reflection in teaching writing skill at 

SMA Negeri 1 Kota Mojokerto. 

2. To describe the students’ responses toward the implementation of news 

reflection in teaching learning at SMA Negeri 1 Kota Mojokerto. 

1.4 Significance of Study 

1. To English teacher: the results show the implementation of news 

reflection in teaching writing, provide information related to the students’ 

responses toward the implementation of news reflection in teaching 

writing. Moreover, it will be useful for English teacher as a reference in 

teaching writing. 

2. To other researchers: it’s expected to give additional information to 

conduct another research dealing with technique in teaching writing 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

This study discusses news reflection by English teacher in teaching writing 

skill for “A Study on News Reflection Used by English Teacher in Teaching 

Writing Skill for Tenth Grade Students of SMA Negeri 1 Kota Mojokerto”. The 

writer concerns on the implementation of news reflection in teaching writing 

process. The writer also tries to describe the students’ responses toward the use of 

news reflection in teaching writing. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

 To avoid mistakes or misunderstanding in terms and contents of the topic in this 

study, it is necessary for the researcher to define the key terms used in this study: 
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1. News: Anything that interests a large part of the community and has never been 

brought to its attention before (Zhuikov, 2008) 

2. Reflection: a form of personal response to experiences, situations, events or 

new information (Mezirow in The Learning Center, 2010) 

3. News reflection: the activity in which we have to analyze what are the 

important ideas that have been discussed in the news and reflect it into written 

form (Harry, 2008 ) 

4. Teaching: the activities of delivering fixed content or learning outcomes; 

imparting knowledge or skill (Thomas and Best, 2008) 

5. Writing: a tool for communication, and it is both a skill a means of self-

expression (Mercer, 2004) 


