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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

A language is always border on our life. When talking to our friends, our 

teachers, our family, and our society, we use language as a tool for communication. 

Therefore, language for social community is very important. Meyer (2009:17) stated, 

“Language plays a key role in our social interactions, functioning either as a means 

by which “the speaker is giving something to the listener (a piece of information, for 

example) or he is demanding something from him””. Furthermore, according to 

Fromkin et all : 

The possession of language, perhaps more than any other attribute, 

distinguishes humans from other animals. To understand our humanity, one 

must understand the nature of language that makes us human. According to 

the philosophy expressed in the myths and religions of many peoples, 

language is the source of human life and power (2011:3). 

 

In doing communication, spoken and written are two types of languages 

which are used by human beings as a means of communication. Delivering an 

utterance in the form of sound (speech, story telling, dialogue, etc) is utilized by 

spoken language. Thus, written language is the message in written form such as 

books, magazines, journals, newspaper, texts, etc. 

As we compose written language such as text, it must be arranged 

communicatively within or between the sentences. The sentences constitute a text or 

not depend on cohesion of them, which create texture. According to Halliday and 
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Hasan in Taboada (2004:155), “The property of being a text is called texture. Texture 

is what distinguishes a text from a non-text”. 

Furthermore, cohesion refers to the linguistic features which stick a sequence 

of sentences to be a text. It occurs in a text through the use of devices that link across 

sentences and paragraphs. According to Halliday and Hasan in Tanskanen (2006:15), 

“Cohesion can therefore be divided into grammatical and lexical cohesion. 

Grammatical cohesion includes devices such as reference, substitution, ellipsis and 

conjunction, while lexical cohesion is divided into reiteration (repetition, synonymy 

etc) and collocation (co-occurrence of lexical items)”. As noted above, both of 

cohesion devices are a must to apply for every text such as short story, essay, song 

lyrics, etc. 

The songs` lyrics are kind of text. According to Meyer (2009:235), “Text is a 

body of language that is usually lengthier than a sentence. A text has unity of 

structure and unity of texture”. Therefore, the song lyrics should occur grammatical 

and lexical devices to be mentioned as a text. 

In addition, the use of English song lyrics in teaching and learning English is 

very effective. It can be implemented in a relaxed and enjoyable one in English 

Foreign Language (EFL) classes. The teacher can utilize English songs in teaching 

various aspects of language skills—listening, speaking, reading and writing in college 

English teaching (Shen, 2009). Then, Saricoban and Metin (2000) have found that 

songs can develop the four English skill areas such as reading, writing, listening, and 

speaking. In addition, Millington stated that using songs in teaching English can help 

learners improve their listening skills and pronunciation; they can also be useful for 
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teaching vocabulary and sentence structures. And also the greatest benefit to using 

songs in the classroom is that they are enjoyable (2011). 

In this present study, the researcher is interested in conducting the study on 

the analysis of cohesion devices used in the lyrics of English popular songs; in this 

case, the researcher chooses Native Deen`s song lyrics as the object of the analysis. In 

the previous research, Sugiarti (2004) conducted research which analyzed reference 

of grammatical cohesion devices in the lyrics of creed’s song. She found all kind 

references of grammatical devices in those song lyrics not including of  substitution, 

ellipsis, conjunction, and lexical devices (reiteration and collocation) that proposed 

by Halliday and Hasan`s theory. Different from the previous research result, 

consequently this study covers two cohesion devices which are mandatory exist in a 

text.  

Native Deen is an inspiring song that began with three youths Muslim 

possessing unique talents and a passion to spread the uplifting message of Islam.  

Originally, they are solo artists and active participants of their communities searching 

for creative ways to educate and inspire Muslim youth. Today Native Deen has 

become a fusion of Hip-hop and R&B flavors, thrilling fans with their eclectic and 

unique combinations of lyrics, rhythms and sounds. Native Deen’s music calls 

listeners to keep the faith, to live better lives, and not to succumb to the pressures and 

temptations of modern society. The trio made up of Joshua Salaam, Abdul-Malik 

Ahmad and Naeem Muhammad came together in 2000 and has embarked upon a 

professional career in the music industry together in order to highlight issues 

confronting Muslims living in America. Also, their music and positive message have 

http://nativedeen.com/2011/bio/bio/joshua/
http://nativedeen.com/2011/bio/bio/abdul-malik/
http://nativedeen.com/2011/bio/bio/abdul-malik/
http://nativedeen.com/2011/bio/bio/naeem/
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been embraced by people of all ages and backgrounds, from Islamic clerics to non-

Muslims. (http://nativedeen.com/2011/bio/, downloaded on 5 Dec, 2011 at 11:07 

p.m) 

Furthermore, the group has played to rave reviews throughout North America 

as well as Europe, Africa, the Middle East, and Asia.  Native Deen has performed in 

over 60 cities around the world inspiring Muslims and non-Muslims alike and are 

ranked as one of the Top Five bands in its genre on a social networking internet is 

MySpace. In Indonesia on 10-20 of August 2011, Native Deen held workshops, 

discussions, media interviews, and public Hip Hop musical performances in Jakarta, 

Pontianak, Surabaya and Malang (University of Muhammadiyah Malang) in support 

of the U.S. Embassy’s cultural diplomacy, and to promote mutual understanding 

between the United States and Indonesia.  In 2006 the group won the Mahabba 

Award in Dubai at an Artists’ event showcasing musicians, artists and filmmakers 

inspired to spread Islam through their art. ( 

http://surabaya.usconsulate.gov/20110823c.html, downloaded on 12 Dec, 2011 at 

10:47 p.m) 

On the strength of their short bibliography above, the researcher considers that 

Native Deen`s song lyrics are very worthy to be analyzed. It is expected that the 

result of this research will give great input to the linguistics aspect, especially in the 

study of cohesion devices. 

 

 

http://nativedeen.com/2011/bio/
http://www.myspace.com/nativedeen
http://surabaya.usconsulate.gov/20110823c.html
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1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study, the researcher is interested in finding 

the answer of the following questions: 

1. What kinds of grammatical cohesion devices are used in the lyrics of Native 

Deen`s Songs? 

2. What kinds of lexical cohesion devices are used in the lyrics of Native Deen`s 

Songs? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

In line with statement of the problems above, this study is aimed to describe: 

1. kinds of grammatical cohesion devices used in the lyrics of Native Deen`s Songs 

2. kinds of lexical cohesion devices are used in the lyrics of Native Deen`s Songs 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of the study is intended to provide useful information for: 

1. The readers 

The findings will give information about cohesion devices as one of linguistics 

aspects of analysis, especially in the lyrics of popular English songs, in this case 

Native Deen`s songs. 

2. The EFL Learners 

The findings are supposed to enable the readers to learn more about cohesion 

devices. Especially, they can learn about the types of cohesion devices used in 

Native Deen`s song lyrics. 
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3. The English Teachers 

The findings are supposed to give suggestion to the English teacher to increase 

the amount of giving materials about cohesion devices and they can use English 

popular songs as teaching media. 

4. Further Researchers 

The researcher hopes that the result of this study can be used as a reference in 

conducting research related to topic in the same field.  

In addition, it is expected that this study can provide a theoretical contribution for 

linguistic development, especially in cohesion devices. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study 

The scope of this study is cohesion devices used in Native Deen`s song 

Lyrics. Thus, this study is limited to the analysis on certain aspects of cohesion 

devices, they are grammatical and lexical cohesion devices. The grammatical devices 

include reference, substitution, ellipsis, and conjunction, while lexical cohesion 

devices consist of reiteration and collocation. 

For the sake of usefulness and practically, this study analyzes 3 Native Deen`s 

song lyrics from each of his album released until the time of conducting this study. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

1. Analysis is the process of sorting, arranging, coding, and in other ways looking 

for patterns in data for the purpose of coming up with findings. (Bogdan and 

Biklen 2007:271) 



7 
 

2. Cohesion is linguistic devices that tie sections of a text together, ultimately 

achieving coherence (i.e. a text that is meaningful). (Meyer 2009:10) 

3. Grammatical Cohesion is a meaning relationship realized by reference, 

substitution, ellipsis, and conjunction, Halliday and Hasan in Salkie (2004: 103). 

In this study, grammatical cohesion presents reference, substitution, ellipsis, and 

conjunction as purposed by Halliday and Hasan. 

4. Lexical Cohesion is does not deal with grammatical and semantic connections but 

with connections based on the words used in the text, Nunan (2003:28). In this, 

lexical cohesion consists of reiteration and collocation. 

5. Lyrics are the words of a song which are similar to short poems set to music or 

intended to be sung, written in the sample and direct style, and usually expresses 

personal feelings such as joy, sorrow, and love (Oxford Advanced Learners 

Dictionary). 

6. Song is a short poem or other set of words set to music or meant to be sung. 

(http://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/song?q=song, downloaded on 15 

May, 2012 at 11.07 p.m). 

 

http://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/song?q=song

