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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

Chapter 1 of this research presents such topics as : background of the study, 

the statement of problem, purpose of the study, significance of the study, the scope 

and limitation, and definition of key terms. Each section is presented as follows. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

According to Meyer (1990:03), “Literature does not lend itself to a single tidy 

definition, because the making of it over the centuries has been as complex, 

unwieldy, and natural as life itself”. Based on the statement, it means that literature 

does not have the definition. According to Johnson (2006:62), ”literary fiction 

plunges people, through the author‟s imaginative vision and artistic ability, more 

deeply into the real world, enabling people to understand life‟s difficulties and to 

empathize with others”. It means that literature has a deep meaning to learn, gives a 

pleasure, and satisfies everyone. People can find a lot of things on it, such as a 

perspective, mood, feeling, or experiences. Literature gives not only the experiences 

and meanings, but also encourages people to try it out in people imaginations. 

According to Koesnosoebroto (1988:02), there are three characteristics of 

literature. First, literature has a power. Second, literature is vivid, and the third is the 

language of literature is clear. Literature nourishes people emotional lives so that 

people can be moved to laugh, cry, or dream. Although the experience is 

imagination, but the emotion is real. The author always gives the best idea to the 

readers, gives information and knowledge. 
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There are many kinds of literature, such as novel, film, drama, and short 

story. According to Macmillan (1984:491), “novel is a long work of narrative prose 

fiction, because of its length, anovel can picture life with all of its richness, 

complexity, and contradiction”. It means that novel has a complicated plot and 

numerous characters.  

In this study, the kind of literary work to be analized is novel. The novel 

which is chosen to be analyzed is “My Sister‟s Keeper” by Jodi Picoult. The novel 

tells about family relation and about Anna who was born by a genetic match to 

survive her older sister, Kate, who suffers leukemia. Novel talks about problem or 

conflict to make the story more interesting, while the problem analyzed on this novel 

is about the parenting style. In this novel, Sara uses a particular parenting style to 

Anna donate her part of body for Kate. 

According to Baumrind (in O‟Connor and Scoot, 2007:07), “Parenting style 

is a various way that parent interaction shapes with their children‟s development”. It 

means that parents have a different parenting style to nurturing their children which 

can give positive or negative effect for each child. For example, there are parents 

who always take a good care of their children, always by their side when the children 

need some help. Baumrind (in O‟Connor and Scoot, 2007) states that there are 

several kinds of parenting style, they are authoritative, authoritarian, permissive, 

neglectful/disengaged. The different style applied by parents will eventually 

influence their children‟s attitude. 

According toRohmawati‟s research (2011), who analyzed the parenting style 

of the main character in the novel Wedding in December, she found that the main 
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character used the authoritative and permissive parenting style because she is a single 

parent and wants to make her son discipline. Another previous research is Adhar‟s 

research (2012), who analyzed the parenting style on novel Nayla found that the 

main character used the authoritative and permissive  parenting styles, because she 

does not care about her child and has a bad relation with her child. 

The focus of the study is on analysis of parenting style because in this novel 

the main character uses different parenting styles to her children. Furthermore, not 

only does the story of the novel have a value of life and good message to the readers, 

but it is also interesting because the main character wants to save her child and does 

not care about the others. Based on the background, this study is aimed at analyzing 

parenting style of the main character „Sara‟ in Jodi Picoult‟s Novel “My Sister‟s 

Keeper” toward Anna. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

 Based on the background of the study, the problem was formulated as 

follows: 

1. How is Sara‟s parenting style toward Anna in Jodi Picoult‟s novel “My Sister‟s 

Keeper”? 

2. What are the effects of Sara‟s parenting style toward Anna? 

 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Based on the statement of problems, the purposes were formulated as 

follows: 
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1. To identify Sara‟s parenting style toward Anna in Jodi Picoult‟s novel “My 

Sister‟s Keeper” 

2.  To findout the effects of Sara‟s parenting style toward Anna‟s character. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

1. The readers 

The result of this study hopefully will give more knowledge about literature 

to readers.  

2. Further Researcher 

It is expected to give future researchers more information about parenting 

style which is important to be references or the next research. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The topic is focused on parenting style in Jodi picoult‟s novel. Because of the 

large problems found on this novel, the study is particularly focused on the way and 

the effect of Sara‟s parenting style toward Anna on the novel “My Sister‟s Keeper”. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

The definition of the key terms are stated below to make everything clear of 

this study, they are 

1. Sara Fitzgerald is a mother of three children they are Anna, Kate, who suffers 

from leukimia, and Jesse.   
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2. Parenting style is a various way that parents interaction shape with their children‟s 

development. (Baumrind in O‟Connor and Scoot 2007) 

3. Anna Fitzgerald is the main character who is the third child of Sara. She is 13 

years old and was intentionally born to save her sister‟s life. 

4. Jodi Picoult is the author of the novel “My Sister‟s Keeper”.  

5. “My Sister‟s Keeper‟s” is one of Jodi Picoult‟s bestselling novels published in 

2004. 

 


