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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problems, 

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of 

the key terms. Each section is presented as follows. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

In learning English, students should be mastered the four skills namely 

speaking, reading, listening and writing. Writing is one of the medium of 

communication. Writing is the most difficult and complex subject among the four 

skills because it requires perception, involving the way of thinking and also needs 

good competence in grammar and structure. According to Chen; Watskins (in 

Mahendra: 2004), writing is a complex activity involving some stages of composition 

task completion. Moreover, Richards & Renandya (in Suryoputro :2007), state that 

the difficulty is due not only to the need to generate and organize ideas using the 

appropriate choices of vocabulary, sentence, and paragraph organization but also 

turning such ideas into a readable text along with a particular rhetoric pattern. They 

need to be able to imagine the readers and to assess their knowledge of the topic, their 

assumptions about the topic and their attitudes toward it and interest it (Parrott, 

2002:211). It means that writing is difficult and complex because the writers need 

some special skill and process to organize the ideas by using his or her own words to 
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be a good composition. It is also because the result of writing should be 

comprehensible by all the readers so they can understand well about the message.  

Essay writing is one of the courses which should be taken by English students 

in English Department of UMM. Based on English Department curriculum, this 

subject is taught in writing III class. According to Farbman (1985: 359), an essay is a 

sequence of paragraphs, each one contributing evidence that points toward a single 

conclusion, or thesis. Moreover, Oshima and Hogue (1999: 100) point out that an 

essay is a piece of writing consisting of several paragraphs long instead of just one or 

two paragraphs. In other words, essay is a group of paragraph consisting of 

introductory, body and concluding paragraph and it has one topic. Writing an essay as 

same as difficult in writing a paragraph. The writer has difficulties constructing an 

essay because every paragraph should be measured against the thesis statement.   

In learning to write, grammar is considered as a primary problem for students. 

Novita (2005) on her thesis showed that there were 51 sentence fragments recognized 

from 27 compositions; 35 comma splices found in 21 compositions; 84 run on or 

fused sentences reach the highest occurrence in this study. It is also supported by 

Dewi (2011) who studied about grammatical errors in writing descriptive paragraph. 

The result of the study showed that the students made 230 errors from 30 student’s 

compositions. The types of errors were 86 errors (37,39%) of omission, 23 errors 

(10%) of addition, 89 errors (38,70%) of misformation, and 32 errors (13,91%) of 

misordering. Based on the result above, there are many students who make some 

errors in writing a composition, so studying grammar is very important because it will 

help the students make a correct composition. Learners should learn grammar as the 
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rule of language in order to make the communication understandable. Without good 

grammar, the meaning and ideas in writing might be misunderstood by the audience.  

A Sentence connector is part of grammar. Sentence connector is a word to 

connect between sentences or paragraphs to make the meaning clear and 

understandable. According to Celce (1983: 323) connectors are words or phrases 

whose function is to show some logical relationship between two or more basic 

sentences or – in some cases - between a basic sentence and a noun phrases. Anne 

(1990: 318) states that conjunctions join two sentences or two parts of sentence 

together, and sentence connectors serve as a link from one sentence to another. 

Besides, Hall (1993: 321) points out that sentence connector is sentence modifying 

adverbs which are also used to join two grammatically independent sentences. The 

sentence connectors are alternate ways of expressing a number of different concepts. 

They can often be used instead of coordinating or subordinating connectors that have 

the same general significance. From those theories it shows that sentence connectors 

are words or phrases which are used to connect two or more sentences to make 

sentences coherent. The appropriate uses of sentence connectors make the sentences 

or paragraphs easy to understand; otherwise, the wrong sentence connector can cause 

misunderstanding on the readers. 

Many students still make some errors in using sentence connectors. 

Tomiyama in Celce (1980) found that native speakers were less able to correct ESL 

learners’ global errors related to the use of connectors than their local errors such as 

problems with article usage. Meanwhile, Sugiati (2004) found that there were three 

types of errors of sentence connectors, namely errors of omission, errors of addition, 
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and errors of misformation. The data showed that the highest frequency of occurrence 

of the error types is errors of omission (75%), followed by errors of misformation 

(20%), then errors of addition (5%).  

Mostly, errors occur in the learning process because the students have not 

mastered the grammar of the second language well. It happens because they have 

different forms in delivering the messages or ideas into a new language. People have 

to imitate the rules of new language which are different from their own language. 

Consequently, there will be errors that can be found in their learning. According to 

Hartono (2000), it is impossible for second language learners to avoid erroneous in 

learning language skills. Errors were signs that language learners not learnt the rules 

or concept of the target language effectively.  Making errors is a process in which 

success comes by profiting from mistakes, by using mistakes to obtain feedback from 

the environment, and with that feedback to make new attempts that successively 

approximate desire goals (Brown, 2007: 257). Analyzing errors, therefore, is very 

important to improve the students’ ability in English. 

Error analysis is errors that can be observed, analyzed, and classified to reveal 

something of the system operating within the learner, led to a surge of study of 

learners’ errors (Brown, 2007: 259). Meanwhile, AbiSamra (2003) states that, error 

analysis is a type of linguistic analysis that focuses on the errors learners make. In 

other words, error analysis is the investigation of the language errors made by the 

learners when learning about the target language. Analyzing the errors is very 

important because there are many advantages that we can find. The importance of 

error analysis is to provide the information which can improve the students’ ability in 
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using target language. In addition, by making errors, learners will build their new 

knowledge to use the target language.  

 Based on the explanation above, the researcher intends to conduct a study 

about error analysis of sentence connectors in essay writing of English Department 

students of UMM. The researcher chooses the fifth semester students because they 

have Essay Writing subject in the writing III. The researcher believes that errors are a 

process which can contribute to language learning. By making errors, students will 

know the problems they face, get the feedback and they will learn more from it. 

Finally, it is also very important for the students to make them aware of their own 

errors in order that they can minimize the errors and do not repeat again in the future. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

1. What types of errors of sentence connectors do the students make in writing 

an essay at English Department of UMM? 

2. What often does each type of errors of sentence connectors occur in an essay 

written by the students of English Department of UMM? 

3. What is the most dominant type of error of sentence connectors made by 

English Department students of UMM in writing an essay? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

The purposes of the study are directly related to the problems of the study.  

They are stated as follows: 



6 
 

1. To investigate the types of errors of sentence connectors made by the students 

in writing an essay at English Department of UMM. 

2. To know the frequency of errors that occurs in the essay written by the 

students of English Department of UMM. 

3. To describe the most dominant type of error of sentence connectors made by 

English Department students of UMM in writing an essay. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

It is hoped that the result of this study will give the contribution in the English 

teaching process. For students, it can give input for them who want to write a real 

thesis for their final project. They can also overcome the difficulties in writing 

subject, especially about the strategy of writing an essay. For teachers, after knowing 

the most dominant type of errors, it will give them information about the errors on the 

use of sentence connectors so that they can improve treatment for their thesis 

guidance. In the writing subject, teachers can evaluate the material and give more 

attention to the use of sentence connectors so that students will not make errors of 

sentence connectors in writing a composition in the future. In addition, the researcher 

hopes that the finding of this study will also be useful for further researchers. It can 

be used as a reference in conducting research with related topics in the same field.  

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is focused only on the errors of using sentence 

connectors found in the essay writing made by the students and it is limited on the 
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fifth semester students of English Department of UMM who are taking Writing III 

subject. 

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

To avoid misinterpretation of the key terms used in this study, it is essential to 

give the definition as follows: 

1. Error is a noticeable deviation from the adult grammar of a native speaker 

that reflects the competence of the learner (Brown, 2007). It means that error 

is a systematic deviation which is made by learners who do not understand yet 

about the linguistic system.  

2. Error analysis is the analysis of language that concerns on the errors made by 

the learners when learning about the target language. 

3. Writing is a way of uncovering ideas as well as expressing them. (Farbman, 

1985) 

4. Sentence Connector is sentence modifying adverbs which are also used to join 

two grammatically independent sentences. The sentence connectors are 

alternate ways of expressing a number of different concepts. They can often 

be used instead of coordinating or subordinating connectors that have the 

same general significance. Hall (1993) 

5. Essay is a piece of writing consisting of several paragraphs long instead of 

just one or two paragraphs (Oshima and Hogue, 1999). Essay is a kind of 

writing which consist of two or more paragraphs. 


