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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study 

One of many problems that becomes a current issue every year in 

Indonesia is education. Based on Human Development Index report in 2010, 

Indonesia got the 108
th

 rank out of 183 countries that have been observed. A year 

later, it got 124
th

 rank from 187. It has proved that Indonesia still has many 

educational problems that should be solved quickly. Moreover, it shows that there 

is no significant development on the quality of education in Indonesia. 

In 2006, the Government of Indonesia (GoI) released a new curriculum 

named School-based Curriculum to improve the previous curriculum that has been 

applied before. After being applied in many schools, the new curriculum has 

changed and developed many aspects of education system in Indonesia, mainly in 

teaching approaches, strategies, methods, and models. By implementing and 

developing these teaching approaches, strategies, methods, and models, the GoI 

and the society expect that there will be a significant improvement of education in 

Indonesia. 

In education, approach can be defined as the teacher‟s philosophy of 

teaching. It means that it shows the role of the teacher and the students in 

teaching- learning process. According to Sanjaya (2011:127), teaching approach is 

the teacher‟s point of view in the teaching process, and it becomes the basic 

foundation in designing teaching strategy and method. Killen (2006:73) states that 

there are two kinds of teaching approach; they are student-centered approach and 



2 

 

 

 

teacher-centered approach. Student-centered approach is an approach which the 

teacher only becomes the facilitator and motivator, not the main source. In 

contrast, teacher-centered approach demands the teacher not only to become the 

facilitator but also the main source. 

After choosing the teaching approach, the teacher should decide the 

teaching strategy that will be implemented in teaching-learning process. In 

general, strategy is defined as a plan and steps designed for achieving a certain 

purpose. Brown (2000:113) defines strategy as specific methods of approaching a 

problem or task, modes of operation for achieving a particular end, planned 

designs for controlling and manipulating certain information. In education, 

strategy is defined as a plan, method, or series of activities, designed to achieve a 

particular educational goal. Sanjaya (2011:126) explains that teaching strategy is 

activities that teacher and students should be working together to achieve the 

learning goal effectively and efficiently. 

Teacher should use a way to implement the teaching strategy that has been 

planned in real activities. This way is defined as method. Sanjaya (2011:127) 

explains that strategy is a plan of operation for achieving something, while the 

method is a way in achieving something. However, an appropriate teaching 

strategy and method can help both the teacher and the students to achieve the 

learning goal optimally. 

To cover the approach, strategy, and method the teacher needs a model. 

Model is a system used as a guideline for the teacher in teaching. According to 

Suprijono (2011:46), teaching model is a guideline to conduct the curriculum, 
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arrange the materials, and also give the instruction to teachers in teaching. 

Moreover, Suprijono adds that the teaching model is actually functioned as a 

procedure for the teacher to help the students gather the information, explor their 

creativity, and also express their ideas.  

School-based Curriculum is a curriculum that implements the student-

centered approach. This approach is actually expected to motivate the students to 

explore their own knowledge by using any sources and media. Moreover, the 

students will be more active in the teaching-learning process. There are so many 

teaching strategies that have been applied to succeed this approach, but only some 

of them are appropriate with this approach. One of the strategies that can support 

the student-centered approach is cooperative learning. According to Knight 

(2009), cooperative learning is learning mediated by students rather than the 

instructor. In cooperative learning, students work in groups to teach themselves 

the content being covered. Teachers can utilize a variety of learning structures 

while providing cooperative learning. 

One cooperative learning model applied and developed in many schools in 

Indonesia is Think Pair Share. Think Pair Share model was first proposed by 

Prof. Frank Lyman in 1981, and developed by many scientists in recent years. The 

basic foundation of this model is to make the students more active in teaching-

learning process by discussing with their classmates. Moreover, the teaching 

learning process will be more attractive there will be more fun (Kagan, 2009: 

14.8). So, it will give positive influence to students in understanding the material 

given by the teacher. Kagan (2009: 14.8) stated that there are five steps in Think 

Pair Share model; they are organizing students into pairs, posing the topic or a 
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question, giving time to students to think, asking students to discuss with their 

partner and share their thinking, and calling on a few students to share their ideas 

with the rest of the class.  

There are so many studies that have been conducted in order to know the 

influence of think pair share model in improving the student‟s activity and ability. 

Siarukin (2008), Kurniawati (2009), and Indrayati (2011), have already conducted 

research about the implementation of think pair share model in teaching Biology 

and English at junior high school. As the result, this model succeeded in 

improving the student‟s ability. Moreover, they were more active in the teaching-

learning process.  

Many students still assume that English is the most difficult lesson until 

nowadays. There are so many students who can master science or art perfectly, 

but they get difficulties in mastering English. Furthermore, most of them assumed 

that English is a boring lesson. Those factors make the students unable to master 

English very well.  

There are four basic skills in English, writing, reading, speaking, and 

listening. Many students assume that all of these four basic skills are difficult, but 

in many cases, reading becomes the most difficult skill to be mastered. Reading is 

actually functioned to identify a problem in a passage. Besides, it is also used to 

understand the main idea and message in a text. One kind of texts that has a lot of 

messages to be identified is narrative text. 

Narrative text is a text which contains about story in the past, and it may 

be a fiction or non-fiction story. The purpose of this text is actually to entertain 

the reader. Moreover, there are a lot of messages stated implicitly in this text. To 
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understand the message in the text, students should identify it in the right way.  In 

fact, many students got difficulties in identifying and understanding it because the 

method used by the teacher is inappropriate and monotonous. However, the 

teacher should find a method that can motivate students to solve this problem, and 

think pair share model can be one of the answers. 

SMP Negeri 4 Ampelgading Satu Atap is one of many schools applying 

and developing KTSP. In fact, the teaching learning process is still dominated by 

the teacher, not the students. Based on the researcher‟s observation in August 

2012, the teachers still became the main „actor‟ in the teaching learning process. 

They were not only stimulating the students to learn, but also providing and 

explaining almost the whole materials. So, the students became passive learners, 

and their knowledge could not develop significantly. As the result, 45% students 

got lower score than the minimum mastery criteria (KKM).  

In teaching English, mainly in reading skill, the teachers usually 

implement the same method and media time after time. The focus of this method 

is usually to make students read the texts fluently and loudly. The other aspects 

such as understanding the purpose of the texts and identifying the message on the 

texts will be explained by the teacher. It causes the students got any difficulties if 

they try to understand and identify the message on the texts by themselves, 

especially in long texts such as expository and narrative texts. 

For the eighth graders of SMP Negeri 4 Ampelgading Satu Atap, the main 

problem usually faced by them in reading narrative texts is identifying the 

message stated implicitly. Moreover, they are sometimes wrong in interpreting the 
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main idea in each paragraph and in the entire texts. So, the students cannot answer 

the questions related to those problems. 

The researcher assumed that Think Pair Share model is suitable to be 

applied in teaching English for eighth graders in SMP Negeri 4 Ampelgading Satu 

Atap, mainly in reading skill. It can help the students to solve their problems in 

reading narrative text. Furthermore, he expects that by using this kind of model, 

the teaching learning process will be more attractive, and the students develop 

their knowledge rapidly. 

The explanation above motivates the researcher to conduct a research 

entitled “The Implementation of Think Pair Share Model to Improve the Eighth 

Grade Students‟ Ability in Reading Narrative Texts in SMP Negeri 4 

Ampelgading Satu Atap”. 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

Based on the background that has been discussed above, the writer 

formulates the problems as follows: “How is the improvement of the student‟s 

ability in reading narrative texts after being taught by using think pair share 

model?” 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of the study is to know the improvement of the student‟s 

ability in reading narrative texts after being taught by using think pair share 

model. 
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1.4 Significance of the Study 

The significance of study is to give contribution to the teachers, especially 

of SMP Negeri 4 Ampelgading Satu Atap in designing and developing teaching 

approaches and models, so that they can help the students to improve their reading 

skill. Hopefully, the teacher will share the result of this research to the students 

by, for example, motivating them in exploring their knowledge, and also 

improving their ability in English, especially in reading skill. Moreover, they can 

be more active in the teaching learning process. Finally, this study is expected to 

be beneficial for the other researchers who want to conduct similar studies in 

different aspects. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study 

The scope of this study is teaching English, mainly reading skill. Because 

of the limited time, energy, and cost, the researcher limits the study only on 

reading narrative texts. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

For the purpose of avoiding misunderstanding, the writer would like to 

clarify several terms used in this study. 

- Teaching Approach 

According to Sanjaya (2011:127), teaching approach is the teacher‟s point 

of view in the teaching process, and it becomes the basic foundation in 

designing the teaching strategy and method. 



8 

 

 

 

- Teaching Strategy 

Sanjaya (2011:126) defines the teaching strategy as a plan, method, or 

series of activities, designed to achieve a particular educational goal. 

- Teaching Method 

According to Sanjaya (2011:127), teaching method is a way to implement 

the teaching strategy that has been planned in real activities. 

- Teaching Model 

According to Suprijono (2011:46), teaching model is a guideline to 

conduct the curriculum, arrange the materials, and also give the instruction 

for teachers in teaching. 

- Cooperative Learning 

According to Knight (2009), cooperative learning is learning mediated by 

students rather than the instructor. In cooperative learning, students work 

in groups to teach themselves the content being covered. Teachers can 

utilize a variety of learning structures while providing cooperative 

learning. 

- Think pair share 

According to Kagan (2009: 14.8) Think pair share is a cooperative 

learning strategy in which the teacher gives the students a question or 

topic. Then students think about it for a few moments, then form pairs and 
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discuss their individual thoughts. Finally, each pair shares their insights 

with the rest of the class. 

- Narrative Text 

Narrative text is a text which contains about story in the past, and it may 

be a fiction or non-fiction story. The purpose of this text is actually to 

entertain the reader. Moreover, there are a lot of messages stated implicitly 

in this text. 

 

 

 

 

 


