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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problems, 

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and the 

definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Pronunciation is one of the important skills that should be mastered by 

English foreign learners like Indonesian. If the learners have poor pronunciation, their 

speaking will not be understood by the listeners. Moreover, they will fail in English 

communication. To get successful communication, learners should have accurate and 

intelligible English pronunciation in order that the speakers and listeners can 

understand each other. In Indonesia, English still becomes language barrier for those 

who learn English both in formal and informal schools. 

In the context of English language education in Indonesia, pronunciation still 

has less attention in English teaching and learning process. As a result, learners have 

many difficulties in uttering accurate and intelligible English sounds. As an example, 

when the researcher took a part in the course of speaking in “Kampung Inggris” Pare-

Kediri, many learners still produced the strange English pronunciation which could 

not be understood by the listeners. Another example is when researcher participated 

in Practice Teaching Program (PPL) at SMP Negeri Satu Atap Merjosari Malang, 

most of the students had pronunciation problems, they were still hard to pronounce 
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some English words clearly, moreover in the form of sentences. However, first 

secondary school students are actually in a good period in learning language. 

According to the “Critical Period Hypothesis” proposed by Lenneberg (1967 cited in 

Barros, 2003) there is a biological or neurological period which ends around the age 

of 12; after this period, it becomes extremely difficult to attain the complete mastery 

of a second language, especially pronunciation.  

Like EFL learners in the world, Indonesian learners encouter great 

difficulties in learning English pronunciation for some reasons. One of the reasons is 

some English sounds can’t be found in the mother tongue of the learners. This 

statement is strengthened by Lanteigne (2006), who confirms that difficulties in 

learning English occur due to the fact that some of English sounds do not exist in the 

mother tongue of the learners (p. 1). It can be seen in Indonesian language; English 

sounds such as [v], [θ], [ð], [ʒ], [dʒ], and [t∫], cannot be found either (Moeliono & 

Dardjowidjojo, 2003, p. 55). 

Generally speaking, ESL/EFL learners’ native languages, more or less, 

influence their English pronunciations and these types of special pronunciations will 

make special versions of English such as Chinese English, Thai English, Indonesian 

English, Indian English, etc. Youfu and Yalun (2002), in their research toward Thai 

students’ pronunciation problem, stated that there were Thai intonations applied in 

English pronunciation. For instance, Thai students pronounce some English words in 

their version such as Topland (without /d/), supermarket (without /t/), Lotus (without 

/s/ and /t/ as /d/), etc. If they really speak in the standard way, the “person on the 

street” will not understand. 
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Another reason is proposed by James & Smith (2007:5) in their book “Get 

Rid of Your Accent: Third Edition.” They state that the rule of English pronunciation 

and spelling has many exceptions, because English has many influences from other 

foreign words such as French, German and Dutch. However, in many languages, 

letters of the alphabet are pronounced in the same way as they are spelled. This 

statement proves that to learn English pronunciation is rather confusing and difficult 

for EFL learners, especially for those who have letters of the alphabet pronounced in 

the same way as they are spelled like Indonesian. 

James & Smith (2007:5) proposed another reason about the English language 

peculiarity, specifically in pronunciation area. The same letters of the English 

alphabets can be pronounced differently. For example, the letter “a” in the word 

“father” is pronounced as a long vowel (α:), but in the word “man” is as a short vowel 

sound (æ). In the word “among”, where it isn’t stressed, it is a neutral vowel of schwa 

(ǝ). Thus, the letter “a” can be pronounced in at least in three different ways. Unlike 

in Indonesian, the letter “a” in the word “panda”, “bahasa”, and “ketika” are 

pronounced in the same vowel (α:). 

The pronunciation problems faced by EFL learners are not only proved by 

the statements above, but the researcher find the evidences from some previous 

researches. The first previous research was conducted by Thao (2007). In his 

research, he found that most common problems faced by Vietnamese in English final 

consonants are omitting the ending sounds that are too foreign and difficult for them, 

especially which contains semi-vowels /i,u/ before final consonants. Besides, they 

have difficulties in reducing and moving the final consonants and clusters towards 
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their first language like /s, l, z, v, f, d, D, -nd, -nk, -st, -ld, -ldz, ...etc,/ to single 

unaspirated /p, t, k/ or nasals /n, N/ or semi vowels /i, u/. Another problem is adding 

schwa in final clusters like /-vz/. Based on the native-speakers’ evaluation, English 

pronunciation of the 6 participants’ is a little understandable and more importantly, 

their final consonants are totally not native-like. 

The second previous research was done by Isnia (2011). In her research, she 

found that 81,4% students got problems in pronunciation, 78%in grammar, 69% in 

vocabulary, 52%in fluency  and 30%  in unity or arranging paragraphs. Based on 

these research findings, it indicates that pronunciation is considered as the most 

difficult aspect among five linguistic problems. 

From the two previous researches above, it can be summarized that EFL 

learners still encounter great problems of pronuciation in learning English and the 

teachers/ lecturers should really pay attention in the students pronunciation and need 

to use an appropriate method of teaching to make the students’ pronunciation better 

and more eligible.  

Based on the the facts of the EFL learners’ problems above, the researcher 

plans to conduct the research more deeply about “The Errors of English 

Pronunciation in Learning English Produced by Students at SMP Al-Izzah 

International Islamic Boarding School.” In this study, the researcher eagers to 

investigate the students’ frequent errors of pronunciation and the possible causes of 

the students’ pronunciation errors in learning English. SMP Al-Izzah International 
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Islamic boarding school is an school that uses Cambridge curriculum as the teaching 

and learning standard. In teaching and learning process, all the teachers and the 

students use English, except in lesson Bahasa Indonesia. 

Considering this condition, therefore, it is needed to conduct the research 

about the errors of English pronunciation in learning English produced by students at 

SMPAl-Izzah International Islamic Boarding School, Batu-Malang. The researcher 

believes that it will give an alternative solution for the students who face problems in 

pronunciation.  

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study, the research problems are formulated 

as follows: 

1. What pronunciation errors do the students make in learning English at SMP Al-

Izzah International Islamic Boarding School? 

2. What are the possible causes of the students’ pronunciation errors in learning 

English at SMP International Al-Izzah Islamic Boarding School?  

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Since the researcher is curious to investigate and find out the errors of 

pronunciation in learning English produced by students at SMP Al-Izzah 

International Islamic Boarding School, this research basically has the following 

purposes: 

1. To find out the English pronunciation errors produced by students at SMP Al-

Izzah International Islamic Boarding School. 
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2. To find out the possible causes of the students’ pronunciation errors in learning 

English at SMP Al-Izzah International Islamic Boarding School.  

1.4 Significance of the Study 

By conducting this research, the researcher hopes that it would give 

significant contributions in the context of Phonology and Pronunciation. For the 

Teachers, it would give the English teachers more understanding about the errors 

produced by their students in the context of pronunciation. Accordingly, the teachers 

are expected to give more attention in the students’ pronunciation and minimize the 

errors they produce in order to get the accurate and intelligible pronunciation. In 

another side,  for the students,  this research can be considered as an attempt to reveal 

the errors of English pronunciation of the students so that they will also be aware of 

the mistakes they make in uttering English words. 

To the lectures, furthermore, this research is expected to give contribution to 

English lecturers so that they are not only restricted to one approach in teaching 

Phonology but also find the appropriate ones. Consequently, they will renew and 

develop the material and the method of teaching. In addition, the result of this study 

may be used by following researchers as an alternative reference and will encourage 

them to carry out similar studies.  

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

This research is conducted in the area of Phonology. More specifically, it is 

focused on the English segmental phoneme such as vowels, diphthongs and 

consonants. In this case, the researcher uses the second grade students of SMP Al-

Izzah International Islamic Boarding School as the subjects of this research. 
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1.6 The Definition of the Key Terms 

The definition of the key terms is intended to provide the meaning of some 

key words that are mentioned in this research in order to avoid misconception. 

1. Error is an act involving unintentional deviation from truth or accuracy. 

(Merriam-Webster Dictionary.com). In the pronunciation context, error means 

the mistakes in uttering some English words, in which the production of English 

pronunciation do not agree with the standard of International Phonetics Standard 

(IPA). 

2. Pronunciation is the way in which a particular word or sound is pronounced. 

(Oxford Advanced American Dictionary). In this study, English pronunciation 

means the way of a particular word or sound of English is pronounced using 

some pronunciation theories and some standard of correctness or acceptability of 

International Phonetics Standard (IPA). 

3. Learning is the acquisition of knowledge or skills through study, experience, or 

being taught (Oxford Dictionaries). In this study, learning English is gaining 

English knowledge through teaching and learning process at SMP Al-Izzah 

International Islamic Boarding School. 

4. SMP Al-Izzah International Islamic Boarding School is a junior high school that 

uses Cambridge course of study as a curriculum in which the teachers explain the 

lessons both using  bahasa Indonesia and English. For the students, they are 

obligated to stay in an Islamic dorm to get more knowledge obout Islam values. 

(http://alizzah-batu.sch.id/profil-al-izzah/) 

 


