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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Chapter 1 of this research presents such topics as: background of study, 

statement of study, purpose of study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key term. Each section is presented as follows.  

1.1  Background of Study 

English is an international language. It has many roles in many fields. One of 

them is in education. According to Laws of The Republic of Indonesia Number 22 

Year 2003 Chapter VII concerning National Education System article 33 verse 3 

“The foreign language can be used as a medium language in the certain education 

unit to encourage the capability of student foreign-speaking”. English starts to be 

taught in elementary school. This term is encouraged by Letter of Decision (SK) of 

Culture and Education Ministry No. 060/U/1993 on February 25
th

, 1993 about to 

likely of English program is became as a subject in elementary school and it started in 

the fourth grade of elementary school (National Education Department). This term is 

conducted in order that students can master English better. Many advantages study 

English for students. Nowadays, English is used as language of knowledge, 

technology, economy social, culture and art. By studying English, students will be 

easier to access the knowledge, information and technology. Students also get better 

chance to develop themselves in order to be ready to face the competition in the 

future of carrier world.  
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Writing is one of four skills in learning English. Writing aims to tell and 

express the feeling to the reader. Writing is the most difficult skills in learning 

language. Writing is not a spontaneous skill or acquired easily. Before writing, the 

writers need to know about background knowledge of the target language about 

rhetorical organization, appropriate language use or specific lexicon of target 

language (Tangpermpoon, 2008).  Another source said that writing is complicated 

because the writer must organize some things to develop the ideas or information that 

they want to write. They are ambiguity in meaning must be avoided through 

accuracy; the writer must choose from complex grammatical devices for emphasis or 

focus; and they must pay attention to the choice of vocabulary, grammatical patterns 

and sentence structures to create a possible meaning and an appropriate style to the 

subject matter and reader. 

There are some things that must be observed before starting to write. 

According to Wishnubroto (1992) things that must be watched are an appropriate 

grammar used, conjunction among sentences that must be related, clear punctuation 

mark, using standard words, using active sentence than passive sentence, etc. The 

students must have those abilities if they want to write. Those abilities will help 

significantly the students to write a good writing. 

Writing needs grammar to encourage a good sentence in order to be 

understandable by the reader. The writer must follow the rules of the target language 

that will be written. In addition, English also has rules in writing.  Grammar in 

English is quite different with Indonesia. Therefore it is natural if the learners do 
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errors in writing because there are some different grammar between first language 

and target language that they learn.  

Grammar is one of components or aspects that construct a good writing. 

According to Trask (1999) grammar is the rule for constructing words and sentences 

in a particular language and examples dealing with syntax and morphology. In 

another sentence, grammar is a rule in making or arranging a good sentence. English 

and Bahasa Indonesia have quite different in term of grammar usage. In informal 

situation, Bahasa Indonesia sometimes does not need a verb while in English must be 

used a verb in every sentence because in English must be subject and verb in a simple 

sentence. Saya ke Semarang kemarin is an example of a sentence that does not have 

verb. In Bahasa Indonesia, in informal condition this term is allowed while in English 

every sentence must have verb both in formal and informal condition.  

One of the types of writing that is taught in Junior high school is descriptive. 

Descriptive writing is a kind of writing that describe things, person, place and other. 

In daily life descriptive used to describe something or someone. So students need to 

know how to use language when they talk about descriptive. This material will be 

helpful in daily life for them. In fact, many students still made mistake in writing. The 

most mistakes that they made are the usage of structure. The structure that is used in 

descriptive text is simple present tense. Many students do mistakes in writing verb for 

the singular noun or person.  
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The similar study was conducted by Rika Nurhayati Utami (2008) entitled An 

Analysis of Grammatical Errors in Writing Descriptive Paragraph Made by The 

Fourth Semester Students of English Department at University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang. This study found 121 errors from the document of students writing. The 

details of the errors are 22 errors (18, 18%) omission, 16 errors (13, 220%) addition, 

80 errors (66, 11%) misformation, and 3 errors (2, 47%) misordering.  

The first year of students is the youngest students in junior high school. They 

just knew the material about grammar in their first semester. So grammar is a new 

material for them in learning English. Therefore, the students that made errors in 

writing are natural in learning process. It is because they have different background 

of knowledge about English in their previous education. When the researcher 

conducted the Teaching Practice Program (PPL) in that school, she found that 

students made many errors in descriptive text. So this is the reason for the researcher 

to conduct the study about error analysis in applying simple present tense in writing 

descriptive text made by the first year students at SMPN 18 Malang.  

1.2  Statements of Study 

Based on the background of study above, the statements problem of this study 

are: 

1. What errors are made in applying simple present tense in writing descriptive 

by the first year students at SMPN 18 Malang? 

2. How is the frequency of the errors made in applying simple present tense in 

writing descriptive by the first year students at SMPN 18 Malang? 
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1.3  Purposes of Study 

According to statement of study above, there are two purposes in this study: 

1. To know the errors are made in applying simple present tense in writing 

descriptive by the first year students at SMPN 18 Malang. 

2. To know the frequency of errors is made in applying simple present tense in 

writing descriptive by the first year students at SMPN 18 Malang.  

1.4  Significances of Study 

This study has two significances. They are for English teacher and the 

students. 

For the English teacher is to give information about the weaknesses of 

students in understanding in writing descriptive text. Knowing the student 

weaknesses, teacher can choose the appropriate technique on how to teach the 

students about writing descriptive text properly. Teacher can choose some various 

techniques in order to minimize the errors in students’ writing.  

For students are to know the errors made in applying simple present tense in 

writing descriptive text. So they can minimize their errors and try to write better. If 

they keep doing errors, this will effect in their writing in a long time. It will be 

difficult to change a bad habit in doing errors in writing descriptive text.  
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1.5  Scope and Limitation 

The researcher takes the first year of students at SMPN 18 Malang to be the 

subject of this research. It is because they got this material in their first semester. This 

study focuses on errors in applying simple present tense in descriptive text made by 

the first year of students at SMPN 18 Malang.  

1.6  Definition of Key Term 

Errors  : things that deviate from some selected norms or rules  

(Dulay 1982) 

Grammar : the study about the rule for constructing words and sentences 

Particularly language and examples dealing with syntax and 

Morphology (Tarigan 1990) 

Writing   : a skill, ability in delivering ideas into text (Alwasilah 2005). 

Descriptive text: a text that describes things, person or place in detail (Jasmansyah). 

 


