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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter discusses the background of study, the statement of problem, the 

purpose of study, scope and limitation, and definition of key term.  

1.1. Background of  the Study 

English is an International language, it means that it is used for communication 

among people in the world. In indonesia, English is known as a foreign language. 

These days, interest to learn English for Indonesian becomes greater than before. In 

Indonesia, Teaching English as international language has been taught to students 

since they are in elementary level up to the university level, even at kindergarten 

level. Nowadays, english in elementary school become one of the important subject. 

It is relevant with the decree of Ministry Education and culture Culture 

(R.I/No.0487/4/1992, chapter VIII), which is stated that an elementary school can 

include extra lesson in its curriculum as long as they are not in  contradiction with the 

objectives of national education (Sabilah; 2004). It means that teaching English can 

be conducted in the elementary school level.  

According to Brown (2000:7) teaching is showing or helping someone to learn 

how to do something, giving instruction, guiding in the study of something, providing 

with knowledge, and causing to know or understanding.  

The teaching English is not an easy matter, especially teaching English to 

young learners. Teaching English to young learners is not the same as teaching adults. 

Teaching English to young learners need more creative than teaching English to adult 
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because the characteristics of young learners are more complex than adult. Brown 

(1991, in Sabilah 2001), states that teaching English to young learners are obviously 

different from that of adult learners since young learners are generally not aware that 

they are acquiring a language. 

Young learners are an active, high curiosity, easy to bored and have a difficulty 

to distinguish between concrete and abstract. Young learners like to play and have 

fun. So the teacher of young learners must be creative, patient and love children. In 

teaching English to young learners, the teacher must use simple and clear language 

because it can make the students understand what their learning is (Sabilah; 2001). 

So, it will need much of creativity to teach young learners. This program is the first 

step for students to improve their ability for mastering English subject.  

Related to teaching English for young learners, the teacher should teach them 

from the basic of English as a first step to learn skills of English such as reading, 

listening, speaking and writing. One of the foundatin of those skills is vocabulary. 

Vocabulary as one of the language components that must be mastered by the learners 

who learn English language. The students cannot communicate in English well if they 

are lack of vocabulary. Teaching vocabulary is an activity to give an instruction to 

develop student’s ability in recognizing and understanding new words that are 

unknown before. Mastering a vocabulary is the basic for communication with others. 

It means that teaching vocabulary to young learners is needed to increase the 

student’s ability in English. 

Teaching vocabulary to young learners needs appropriate technique. According 

to Brown (2000:17) technique is any of wide variety of exercises, activities, or 
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devices used in the language classroom for realizing lesson objectives. One of the 

important factors in teaching English vocabulary is the teacher’s technique. It means 

that the student success in learning activities depends on the teacher’s technique. So, 

in teaching and presenting vocabulary, the teacher must be able to explain the 

material clearly in order to make the students understand the material presented. The 

teachers need to choose and use an appropriate technique in order to make the 

students interested in learning English.  

Yuhartini (2003) study about the techniques of teaching vocabulary used by the 

teachers at SDN Bugih 3 Pamekasan – Madura. The study was conducted to know the 

techniques used by the teacher and find out the reason of the teacher in using the 

technique used in teaching English vocabulary. This research used observation and 

interview to collect the data. From the translation technique, the synonym and the 

definition technique, the contrast and opposite technique, the visual technique, the 

repetition technique, and the game technique which were applied to the students,  

game technique was very frequently used by the teacher in teaching English 

vocabulary because the students can enjoy the material presented. Another research is 

conducted by Rudydiana (2005). She investigated about techniques of teaching 

English vocabulary at SD Muhammdiyah 01 Gresik. She found that the teacher often 

used pictures, translation, synonyms, opposites, and body movement as her 

techniques in teaching English vocabulary because she felt these techniques are easy 

to find and to do. Besides, the teacher will save her time and energy.  

Besides those research, Hermaningsih (2006) reported that a teacher used the 

guessing technique to teach vocabulary. She used thus techniques because it can 
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increase the students’ mastery of vocabulary. She also does not want the students get 

bored easily and she wants the students be more active in the class.  

Based on the researchers above, we can see the techniques of teaching English 

hold an important role in order to be successful in teaching and learning process. An 

English teacher has to know the various techniques of presenting vocabulary. They 

not only make students understand the material that the teacher presented, but also 

make the variation of teaching in order to avoid the monotonous situation and 

student’s boredom.  

Techniques of teaching vocabulary is important to help students increase their 

knowledge in English. It is necessary for the researcher to study about the techniques 

of teaching vocabulary at the second grade students of elementary school at 

Barurambat Kota 1 Pamekasan, Madura. This elementary school often becomes the 

winner when the students in this school join English competition in Pamekasan 

although it is not a favorite school. Besides, the English teacher who teaches at the 

second grade does not have any English educational background. It is assumed that 

teaching technique of English in this school is good, also the teacher at that school 

gives the best priority in the way of the students can speak English fluently and more 

active in the class. 

    

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

1. What are the techniques used by the teacher in teaching vocabulary at the 

second grade students of elementary school at Barurambat Kota 1 

Pamekasan?  
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2. How does the teacher implement the techniques in teaching vocabulary at the 

second grade students of elementary school at Barurambat Kota 1 

Pamekasan?  

3. Why does the teacher use those techniques in teaching vocabulary at the 

second grade students of elementary school at Barurambat Kota 1 

Pamekasan? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

The purposes of the study are stated as follows: 

1. To know the techniques used by the teacher in teaching vocabulary at the 

second grade students of elementary school at Barurambat Kota 1 Pamekasan. 

2. To know how the teacher uses the techniques in teaching vocabulary at the 

second grade students of elementary school at Barurambat Kota 1 Pamekasan. 

3. To know why the teacher uses those techniques in teaching vocabulary at the 

second grade students of elementary school at Barurambat Kota 1 Pamekasan. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The researcher hopes that the result of this study will give some contribution for 

English teachers in teaching English for young learners. Theoritically, the finding can 

give new ideas about good techniques of teaching vocabulary for elementary school. 

The teachers are able to choose and use an appropriate technique in teaching English 

at elementary school. 
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Practically, the result of this study will give important information to the 

readers especially for the students of English Department at Muhammadiyah 

University of Malang when conducting the research that is related with teaching 

English, especially teaching technique of Vocabulary for young learners. Besides, this 

study is also expected to increase and enlarge the teacher’s understanding in using 

techniques of teaching vocabulary. It can be a feed back to English teacher of 

elementary school at  Barurambat Kota 1 Pamekasan to have better skill in teaching 

English. By showing the teacher’s technique in teaching vocabulary to young 

learners, it will be the inspiration for teaching English vocabulary. So, it will help the 

student’s understand in learning English subject. The students will be more active and 

enjoy in the classroom. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

This study focuses on the techniques of teaching vocabulary used by the teacher 

in teaching vocabulary of elementary school at Barurambat 1 Kota Pamekasan. This 

study also limited to the teacher who teaches the second grade students of elementary 

school at Barurambat 1 Kota Pamekasan. 

 

1.6 The Definition of the Key Term 

The definitions of the key terms are presented in this study to avoid 

misunderstanding in using the terms.  

 Technique is strategies user in language learning process in which a teacher 

and students teach and learn the lesson with enthuatism. 
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 Teaching is an activity that tries to help someone learning something new and 

building up knowledge or skill. 

 Vocabulary is one of the most aspects of foreign language learning that should 

be taught to the learners to get the goal in English.  


