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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the researcher will discuss the background of the study, 

statement of the study, purposes of study, significant of study, scope and limitation, 

and definition of the key terms. All of the items will be explained below: 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

 English is popular language in the world.  It is very useful for somebody who 

wants to learn English because it has many advantages for their life. Learning English 

in this global era is very important because English has become an international 

language, which is used by many communities in the world. Many countries used 

English as their second language. In spite of the difficulties of studying English, it is 

worthwhile to study the language because it plays a very important role in almost all 

fields in life such as: communication, commerce, economic, politics, education, 

banking, tourism, business, science, technology, entertainment and so on. 

 One element that is very important in studying English is vocabulary. 

Vocabulary items are essential to improve four important language skills for human. 

Those four skills are listening, speaking, reading and writing. In other words, 

vocabulary is the main key to studying English. There is no other way to improve 

those four skills without studying vocabulary in the first place 

 Teaching vocabulary is not an easy task for teachers. One main key that can 

give very big effect in vocabulary teaching learning is the teachers’ teaching 
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techniques. The teachers need to choose the appropriate techniques conducted in the 

class. In researcher’s opinion, using variety of teaching media is one of the 

techniques that can be used, As Arsyad (2010: 15) says, ‘In a teaching learning 

process, the important elements in teaching learning process is teaching methods and 

teaching media’. 

 From those statements above, it can be assured that teaching media and 

teaching method is two important elements in teaching learning process. However, 

teaching sources also have important role in the process of teaching learning. 

 In this study, the researcher is interested in teaching vocabulary by using 

flashcards and pop songs. Flashcards can be classified as teaching media and pop 

songs can be classified as teaching source. Flashcards and pop songs can be included 

as attractive things in the process of teaching learning English that hopefully can give 

big motivation to the students. 

 In teaching learning vocabulary, students may face various problems that 

made their English poor such as: difficulties to memorize the words, difficulties to 

pronounce the words, difficulties to write the words, and so on. Students will never 

succeed in learning English if those problems can be solved clearly. Some of those 

problems appear at the first grade students of SMP N 1 Bobotsari. In order to solve 

that, the right media and source may become the best way to be conducted. 

 The researcher would like to present an example of previous research related 

with teaching vocabulary done by Muksinah (2004) entitled: “The Use of Cut-Out 

Pictures in Teaching Vocabulary of The Fifth and Sixth Grade at SDN Barurambat 
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Kota II Pamekasan Madura”. She tried to know the effectiveness of using media that 

is cut-out pictures to improve students’ vocabulary ability.  

The result mentions that using cut-out pictures in teaching vocabulary was 

effective. The students liked being taught by using cut out pictures in teaching 

vocabulary and they could remember and grasped the meaning of new word easily. 

The students were also very interested in cut-out pictures and always paid attention to 

the teachers’ explanations and they even asked some questions about cut-out pictures. 

Some problems were still came up in the teaching learning process such as the 

competence of students which was heterogeneous, the difficulties to pronounce and 

write the words in English, and so on 

 In this comparative study, the researcher wants to compare the effectiveness 

of using flashcards and pop songs in the process of teaching learning. Sukmadinata 

(2007: 79) claims, “Comparative study directs the researcher to find out the 

differences or similarities of those researched things based on the plans, realization, 

supporting factors, and the result of the study”.  So, the writer wants to use 

comparative study in order to know differences or similarities on the effectiveness of 

using flashcards and pop songs in the teaching learning process.  

Based on that reason and the previous research above, the researcher would 

conduct a research entitled “A Comparative Study on Vocabulary Ability between 

Students Who Are Taught by Using Flashcards and Pop Songs at the First Grade of 

SMP N 1 Bobotsari, Purbalingga”. 
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1.2 Statement Of Study 

 The researcher formulates the problem of the study as follows: 

1. Is there any significant difference in the vocabulary ability between 

students who taught by using flashcards and those who taught by using 

pop songs? 

2. Which one is more effective to increase students’ vocabulary ability 

between using flashcards and pop songs? 

 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

 Based on the formulation of the study mentioned above the purpose of the 

study are:  

1. To know whether there is any significant difference in the vocabulary 

ability of the students who taught by using flashcards and pop songs 

2. To find out which one is more effective to increase students’ 

vocabulary ability between using flashcards and pop songs. 

 

1.4 Significance of Study 

 The researcher hopes that this study has some benefits as follows: 

1. For the teachers 

a. The researcher hopes that the result of this study can give contribution to 

the teacher to solve their students’ problems about understanding 

vocabulary. 
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b. This study can be used by the teachers to provide the better technique of 

teaching vocabulary  

2. For the students: 

a. The students can get the better teaching learning process especially for 

vocabulary. 

b. The students can get new knowledge about learning vocabulary by using 

flashcards and pop songs. 

3. For the researcher: 

a. By committing this study, the researcher knows the media that is suitable to 

teach vocabulary for the students of junior high school  

b. The researcher can get new knowledge about teaching vocabulary by using 

flashcards and pop songs. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of this study is teaching vocabulary at the first grade of SMP N 1 

Bobotsari. Meanwhile, this study is limited only to know the result of teaching 

vocabulary by using flashcards and pop songs and to measure the difference between 

the mean scores of the completion tests measuring the students’ ability. 

 

1.6 Definitions of Key Terms 

 The researcher clarified the terms used in order to avoid misunderstanding: 

1. Comparative study: a research that compare two situations, programs, 

variables, etc. (Sukmadinata, 2007) 
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2. Vocabulary: a list or set of words for a particular language or a list or a set of 

words that individual speakers of language might use (Hatch & Brown, 1995). 

3. Ability: mental or physical capacity, power or skill required to do something 

(Hornby, 1995) 

4. Vocabulary ability: from the definition about vocabulary and ability above, 

the researcher conduct that vocabulary ability is the power or skill using total 

number of words in a language.  

5. Flashcards: a card printed with pictures, texts or symbols that guide students 

into something that has any correlations with that picture (Arsyad, 2010) 

6. Pop songs: well-like genre of music. It is more well likes than many examples 

of so called-‘authentic’ popular forms like blues, folk, country, heavy metal, 

rock, rap, and techno (Chris Rojek, 2011) 

 


