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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the writer presentsbackground of the study, statement of the 

problems, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

the definition of key terms. Each section is presented as follows : 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 People use a language as a medium to learn about literature. It can be said as a 

creation of human, expression of their experience, thinking, feeling and idea. 

Literature is able to entertain people, they get a pleasure and resource that never 

lost.However, some people believe that it is something abstract to understand and 

learn. 

 Why did the writer pick literature study entitled "A Study on The Murder of 

25 Young Girls in Tom Tykwer's film" of this thesis ? there are several points that 

can be noted. Firstly, This story presents the serial murders of 25 young girls 

mysteriously, beside there are abuses toward human which is obviously out of the 

law. Therefore, these will be interesting to reveal. Secondly, The murders actually 

contain of an extraordinary ambition (as well as valuable lessons for the reader about 

the spirit and relentless ambition to achieve a goal) However, the audience or the 

reader must take the positive points of the ambition itself. Next itconveyes a message 
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and a valuable lesson, that true love can not be seized with the arrogance of power 

and authority, but it can be got by a sincere heart.It needs secrifices truthfully, and 

anything that is rational.The last, generally murder is the action which against the 

law. The writer study the motives of murder in this story as the precious lesson for 

readers to not to close with murder and try to do that action,as it causes bad effects 

for the actor and the victims. 

 Literary works has many aspects which can be studied. Those aspects that 

used in composing a piece of literary work are character, theme, tone, setting, plot, 

conflict and point of view. One of the aspects taken by the writer is theme. It used in 

this thesis is murder (film). Literary works itself divided into several parts, they are 

prose fiction drama or play, novel, poetry, and short story. 

This study is about the novel’s story which bring up to a film. Why does the 

writer take film as the study? This actually is so interesting to study about film 

because it serves different things which convey the audience as like experience the 

situation as the film story audio visually. So, film gives the easiness for the writer to 

explore and analyzeit. The writer does not only take and study about the film, but also 

the writer has to understand about the definition and advantages of novel and film. 

 Novel is a fictional prose narrative of considerable lengthand a certain 

complexity that deals imaginatively with human experince through a connected 

sequence of events involving a group of persons in a specific setting (Webster, 

1995:819). So, novel can provide inner satisfaction and stories of human for the 

readers, therefore many people interested in reading novel. It invites the readers to 
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imagine and discribe what they read and what they can determine for themselves 

about the images contained in the novel story. By reading novel, the readers will get 

more experiences and understand throughly on what people feel, they will understand 

others who have different characteristics.Sothat they can respect a diversity. The main 

point, we can get some solutions in solving the problems, such as: making a good 

decision related to a real life. 

Film is an series of moving picture recorded with sound that tells the story, 

shown on television or at the cinema(Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dict.2005:573). 

Film also presents the interesting and touching stories. A lot of people like watching 

film because it is an audiovisual entertainment that directly ilustrates a moving story 

pictures as portrait of life generally. Here, the film has many benificial things to get. 

It gives pleasure, entertainmnet and also a solace when the people get hard situation 

of their emotion. They can see an imitation of real life which filled by difficulties and 

solved by many ways. Film further provides the solution of every problem that 

presented in it. So, from that fact,one of the film benefit is helping people to solve 

their problem. Not only as a problem solver, but also the good film will give people 

moral values, messages, and other useful lessons. 

Film will be the miniature of human life, a film director or the outhor will 

design as well as a phenomena that happened in this world. Generally people like 

watching film, that is because the film director fantastically thinked how to compose 

a marvellous film. Evenmore, it supported by using sophisticated technology for 

making the real sound effects, pictures etc. Another reason, is because of the film’s 

story can touch the viewers sense. It is able to make the audience are really moving to 
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the film world, even unconsciously they get emotional feeling. The ability of film 

director can make the people are interested to watch it. 

Every human being who live in this world must have an interest. These 

interests sometimes run in harmony with the interests of others or even conflicted and 

inconsistent with the interests of the people or the applicable laws in the society. Self 

interest is the fact of somebody only considering their own interest and of not caring 

about things that would help other people (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dict, 

2005:1378) 

However the excessive interest will eventually cause a problem and conflict in 

a society. One of the problems contained in the film “Perfume” is a mysterious 

murder. The murder is the result of Grenouille’s interest (main character) with his 

high ambition to make a small bottle of perfume that has incredible power, and he 

done it by killing 25 young girls. In (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dict.2005: 1004) 

defines that the murder is the crime of killing somebody deliberately. Although at the 

first, the murder is something mysterious, but at the end of the story, the truly 

actorwill be revealed. 

Here, the writer takes a film “Perfume” directed by Tom Tykwer (2006). This 

film comes from an interesting novel with the same title written by Patrick Süskind as 

German writer. This film also provides some lessons that useful for the audience. The 

film tells about an olfactory genius (Jean-Baptiste Grenouille) who was able to make 

a best and magic perfume at that time. However, his success in making the perfume 

made a calamity for the surrounding. One of the dominant story of this film is about 
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mysterious murder. Hence, the writer is interested in analyzing about murder of this 

film story.      

1.2 Statements of Problem 

1. Why did Grenouille kill 25 young girls in that film’s story ? 

2. How did Grenouille do his murders without being known by others? 

3. What are the effects of Grenouille’smurders to the people around him? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

1. To know the aim ofGrenouille kill 25 young girls in that film’s story  

2. To know clearly Grenouille do his murders without being known by 

others  

3. To describe the effects of Grenouille’s murders to the people around him 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

 The significance of this study, generally the writer expects to encourage all 

the readers, they can take some valuable things and lessons. They will learn and 

absorb the positive things from the film and avoid any negative effects. Eventually, 

the spirit of Grenouille’s struggle is the expected lessons for the readers. 

 Specifically, the writer also presents it to the students of English Department 

in Muhammadiyah University of Malang to recognize well about the literary works. 

May be they can make this thesis as reference in the next time to make a next good 
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thesis.Furthermore, the writer wants to emphasize the readers that watching film is 

able to give advantages and good messages they can take. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 The writer’s subject of the study fix on Tom Tykwer’s film “Perfume” 2006 

(The Story of A Murderer) as the scope, taken from the original novel by Patrick 

Suskind (same title). Here, the main character “Jean-Baptiste Grenouille” who 

experienced the hard life then finally he could  prove to the world that he was able to 

be the best parfumer ever eventhough it wasdone by prohibited ways. In this study of 

film, there are some characters: kind, evil, smooth, rough and so on. His sense of 

purposes, eagerness, and curiosity to learn are high. So, the writer limits the study is 

only on the murders done by Grenouille. 

1.6 The Definition of Key Terms 

 By this definition of the key terms, the writer’s aims are setting the readers 

free from any misunderstanding and avoiding the misinterpretation on some key 

terms used in this study. So, the writer presents the definitions of those as follows : 

1. Study is an activity of learning or gaining knowledge, either from books or 

by examining things in the world (Oxford Advanced Learner’s 

Dict.2005:1525 ) 

2. Murder (n) is the crime of killing somebody deliberately, (v) to kill 

somebody deliberately and illegally (Oxford Advanced Learner’s 

Dict.2005: 1004 ) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernd_Eichinger
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3. Tom Tykwer is a film director who bring up the story of “Perfume’s novel 

by Patrick Süskind” into a film studied by the writer       

4. Film is an series of moving picture recorded with sound that tells the story, 

shown on television or at the cinema/movie theater (Oxford Advanced 

Learner’s Dict.2005:573) 

5. Perfume (The Story of The Murderer)is a 1985 literary historical cross-

genre novel (originally published in German asDas Parfum) by German 

writer Patrick Süskind. The novel explores the sense of smell and its 

relationship with the emotional meaning that scents may carry. Tom 

Tykwer (film director) takes  this novel to his film. 
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