
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Chapter 1 of this research presents such topics as: background of study, statement of 

problem, hypothesis, purpose of study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key term. Each section is presented as follows. 

1.1 Background of Study  

Basically, teaching is guiding and facilitating learning, enabling the learner to learn and setting 

the condition for learning (Brown, 2007:8). Practically, in English Language Teaching, it is aimed to 

help students learn all of the English language skills; listening, speaking, reading and writing. This is 

stated in the Content Standards (Standar isi) of English teaching, especially at secondary level such as 

junior and senior high schools (Depdiknas 2006, in Cahyono and Mukminatien, 2011: 147). Further, 

at tertiary level such as English department students, those skills have been conveyed through either 

discrete skill or integrated skill course which is delivered in series of courses (Cahyono and 

Mukminatien, 2011:147). It gives a focus in every series of courses, so that the development skills of 

every course will be easier and maximum to be reached based on those purposes.  

Writing English, if we compared to other skills, is stated as the most complicated among 

the four language skills (Richard, 1990 in Nurjannah, 2011). Writing skill needs not only 

knowledge on the linguistic organization of written discourse, but also the creativity of the 

writer to organize from concept, thought, and ideas to written text. Realizing on that 

statement, the students need to put efforts to master writing skill. They should have more 

practices to decrease difficulties and improve their writing skill.  

Further, the ability of writing is constructed by certain processes which are recursive 

(Tribble, 1996:38) which means writing is not an instant product. For example, in writing an 



essay, there are several stages that should be done to get a better writing product. Those are 

pre-writing, composing/drafting, revising, editing and publishing (Trible, 1996:38). Even 

though the processes seem as straight stages, but, actually there are repeated actions in some 

stages. The writer needs to loop backwards and move forwards between in certain stages 

such as revising before and after drafting and publishing stage that depends on the purpose of 

writing itself.  Because of that, there are some problems faced by the students as beginner 

writers. Consequently, they do not have any motivation and get bored to write.  

Next, the complexities of the problem which are faced by the students often influence 

their writing result.  Gebhard (1996: 235-239) mentioned the problems faced in teaching 

writing were about the student’s negative attitudes in writing. For example, as less proficient 

writer, the students incline to have lack of patience deal with the process of writing. They 

directly put into the writing task without following the writing procedures. Some students 

also show their negative respond toward writing such as get bored to write, be pessimistic 

toward writing task or surrender toward writing process. Certainly, it effect toward their 

writing achievement.  

 Recently, some teaching learning strategies have been applied by teachers or lecturers in 

helping their students learn English skills, including writing. Regularly, some of teachers use 

conventional ways as their teaching strategy. This traditional way often emphasizes the 

responsibility of the teacher as the center of teaching and learning process. In this way, the 

teacher is assumed as the best source in getting knowledge, and then the students reckon on 

this way to develop their skill. Harmer (2004:11) drawn, in writing, it is often met the 

students write a composition then the teacher corrects and hands back the next day covered in 

red ink. Shortly, it still reckon on the teacher as a feedback. Basically, this conventional way 



impresses simplicity and effectiveness for some activities, but, the disadvantages of this 

strategy are the teacher takes whole role as instructor or corrector and the students are 

passive recipients (Mascolo, 2009:4). Meanwhile, the students should actively participate in 

this process in order to acquire the knowledge.  

Further, Harmer also said that “For many years teaching of writing focused on the written 

product rather than the writing process”. Whereas, one of learning theory called 

constructivism approach explained that individuals construct their understanding of the world 

through action as the process to acquire knowledge and skill (Mascolo, 2009:6). It means that 

the students or learners need an experience to acquire knowledge and skill than only be 

provided by or imitating at a glance.  

Thus, the conventional way have to be supported by other approach which is 

comprehensible with the students’ condition and need. The implementation of students 

centered approach through process oriented approach of writing can be considered to sustain 

the previous approach. Process approach emphasize on the procedures or stages in writing to 

reach an excellent result. Some stages of this approach also provide the way the teacher and 

students make a meaningful collaborative learning than teacher as instructor, corrector or a 

single feedback. It can change the paradigm of teacher centered, and permit the students to 

deal with the process of writing in order to get an experience to acquire knowledge and skill. 

Besides, students will get new condition in which the students free from strain or pressure as 

a result of the problem faced during writing.   

However, Killen (1998) said, “No teaching strategy is better than others in all 

circumstances, so a teacher has to be able to use a variety of teaching strategies, and make 

rational decisions about when each of the teaching strategies is likely most effective (in 



Sanjaya, 2006:129).” It means that a teacher also has to decide a creative teaching technique 

which is appropriate toward student.  

Today, Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has affected education. It is 

because an important thing to see learning is not only from the aspect of learning content 

(material) but also from the aspect of how the learning material is presented (technique) 

(Cahyani and Cahyono, 2011:425). So far, various form of ICT can be decided to support 

teaching learning process. Commonly, ICT use computer, Power Point Slide Presentation and 

Internet as media. The existences of those media have been a good facility at most school. 

Internet, it also has affected human life and education.  Pathak (2007) suggested that 

internet should be used not only for managing course and managing learning, but also for 

facilitating online group work, and creating opportunities for project based learning (in 

Cahyono and Mukminatin, 2011:148). The research study conducted by Cahyono and 

Widiati (2007) about the integration of the internet in English Language Teaching (ELT) in 

English Department at Malang State University also stated that the students appreciate to 

apply it. Thus, the researcher takes a sight on the use appropriate and useful technique and 

method for optimum teaching learning process, especially writing courses. Researcher 

assumes that by using media for learning, it will help teacher and learner to reach a better 

teaching and learning process. 

Those reasons inspire the researcher to decide Facebook as teaching media. By using 

Facebook, it is expected to be an option on teaching writing, because there are some 

interesting features could be applied. The main features of Facebook are Profile, Wall 

Application, Photo Application, Friend Application, Latest Headline Application, Group 

Application, Note Application, etc (Sahdan, in Cahyono, 2012:185). Every feature on 



Facebook can be used as media for teaching and learning. Considering the benefit of the 

Facebook, the researcher sees the opportunities on the use of Group Application on 

Facebook. The researcher assumed that Facebook Group can adapt the process of writing 

activities through the features provide in Facebook Group application such as discussion 

board, wall group and publisher which can be applied to support in enhancing writing skill.  

     Based on the explanation above, the researcher would like to conduct a research toward 

the Fifth Semester of English Department Students at University of Muhammadiyah Malang 

entitle “Using Facebook Group to Enhance Students’ Skill on Essay Writing at the Fifth 

Semester English Department, University Of Muhammadiyah Malang.” 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

Can Facebook Group enhance students’skill on essay writing at the fifth semester 

English Department, University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

1.3 Hypothesis  

1. Ho: Using Facebook Group cannot enhance students’ skill on essay writing at the fifth 

semester of English Department, University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

2. ��:  Using Facebook Group can enhance students’skill on essay writing at the fifth 

semester English Department, University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.4 Purpose of Study 

To find whether using Facebook Group can enhance students’ skill on essay writing at 

the fifth semester English Department, University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.5  Significance of Study 

This research is expected can be an inspiration for the teacher to use of ICT media 

(Information and Communication Technology), especially Facebook Group to develop essay 



writing skill. For the students, the use of facebook group is expected to enhance motivation 

and active learning in teaching learning process. 

1.6 Scope and Limitation 

  The scope of this research is the enhancement of students writing skill in essay through 

the use of Facebook Group as teaching media. Then, the following limitations apply for the 

research is: 

a.  The data are taken from essay assignment which is posted or up loaded by the students in 

student’s writing group application in facebook. 

b.  The type of essay that will be assigned is argumentative essay which consists of 4 

paragraphs and focus on the aspects of content, organization, vocabulary, language and 

mechanic.  

1.7 Definition of Key Terms 

1. Facebook Group 

     One kinds of feature in facebook which is enable for a number of people come online 

together to share information and discuss specific subjects (Sahdan, in Cahyono, 2012:185). 

2. Writing skill  

 Specific abilities which help writers put their thought into words in a meaningful form to 

mentally interact with the message (“What are writing skill”, n.d.).  

3. Essay 

     A group of paragraphs that develops one central idea (Smalley, et al., 2001:105). 

4. Argumentative Essay 

    One types of essay which provides an argument to convince and persuade the reader. 

(Smalley, et al., 2001:281). 


