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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents background of study, statement of problems, the 

purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition 

of key terms.  

1.1 Background of the Study 

Language is very important for communication. It is needed to communicate 

with others or it can be meant as a tool to transfer message. For conveying message, 

people should use understandable language. Lefrancois (2000: 57) states that 

“language is the use of arbitrary sounds in the transmission of messagesfrom one 

individual or organism to another.” 

As human being, people live in the center of social life. There are interactions 

that make the peopleare curious to know about everything around them.literature can 

answer the curiosity about the other’s behavior and actions, because literature shows 

the other’s felling, psychology,and mind. 

Meyer (1990:3) states that “literature is an art form that generally means an 

imaginative writing form that the functional word is created.”It often attempts to 

convey something important about life. It gives insight in human nature in general or 

in the ways of fate of society. It means that literature and society are closely related. 

Besides, it can give the lesson about the real life exactly to the readers. 

There are many advantages that people can take from literature. First, by 

reading literature, people can get valuable and useful knowledge that has significant 

benefit concerning the topic. The second, people can improve their understanding 
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about life in every aspect.So, they can take out some good experience and solve the 

problem from the author’s solution if their life faces in the same problem. 

Generally, there are some literary works which can be elaborated into deep 

analysis such as novel, short story, drama, and poetry. According to Edward 

(1990:80),“Novel is not like a short story even that both deal with problems and 

conflicts and both aim are to entertain and inform.” 

The researcher of this thesis would like to study Erin Gruwell’s Teaching 

Techniques. It is because the teaching techniques used by Gruwell’s in the novel were 

different from other. As explained in the novel, Gruwell’s was failed using the 

teaching techniques based on the curriculum applied in the school since most of the 

student felt bored and did not pay attention during the lesson. It made Gruwell 

wanted to find out what actually happened to her students and what appropriate 

techniques to use in order that her irresponsive students could actively participate 

during the lesson. Based on her observation, Gruwell found the appropriate 

techniques to teach her students. As a result, she neglected using the curriculum in the 

school and considered using the teaching techniques based on her observation in the 

class.  

Based on the description above, the researcher choose the Novel by Erin 

Gruwell with the title “The Freedom Writers Diary “because the background of the 

story based on the true story and the daily present situation faced by Erin Gruwell as 

the first-year teacher at Wilson High School in Long Beach, California, Erin Gruwell 

Confronted a room of “unteachable, at risk” students. It is very difficult for Erin 

Gruwell to handle the class. The class is so mass, in the beginning she cannot teach 
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because the students do not have motivation to learn. Gruwell thinks very hard. She 

sacrifices her pleasure, money, and family. She uses several techniques to enable 

motivate and encourage the students to learn.  

The previous research was conducted by Wiwid Ambarwati (2002). She 

conducted her study about the teaching techniques used by the English teacher at the 

first grade of SMU Al-Islam Krian. The result of study was that the teacher applied 

six kinds of teaching techniques.In addition, there is no study on the teaching 

techniques in Gruwell’s novel. Even, the previous researcher who studied the 

teaching techniques merely focused on the teaching techniques in the class.In other 

words, this study focuses on the teaching techniques in the novel, while Ambarwati’s 

study focused on the teaching techniques in the class.  

Based on the explanation above, the writer is interested in analyzing this novel 

“The Freedom Writers Diary” because it is an inspiring and interesting Novel, This 

novel not only interesting but also useful to be analyzed. This story represents human 

expression broadly through their effort to teach and enable other people to get a better 

life. It is also a great literary work which describes a real life with many difficulties 

that may happen in human life.For that reason, the writer only focuses on 

investigating “Gruwell’s Teaching Techniques In Erin Gruwell’s Novel “The 

Freedom Writers Diary.” 

 

1.2 Statement of Problems 

Based on the background of the study above, the research investigates the 

following problems: 
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1. What are the teaching techniques used by Erin Gruwell in the novel 

 “The Freedom Writers Diary” 

2. How are the students’ responses toward Erin Gruwell’s teaching techniques in the 

novel “The Freedom Writers Diary”  

 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

Based on the statement of the problem, the purpose of this study is presented as 

follows: 

1. To mention the teaching techniques are used by Erin Gruwell in the novel “The 

Freedom Writers Diary” 

2. To know the students’ responses  toward Erin Gruwell’s teaching techniques in the 

novel “The Freedom Writers Diary” 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

Theoretically, this thesis is expected to give significant contribution to other 

students who want to analyze Novel. It is also expected to be an input toward 

lecturers who teach literature and anyone who likes literature as well. On practical 

significance,by reading this thesis, it is hoped the readers could have a better 

understanding about problems that always happened in teaching, especially faced by 

the teacher which is found in “Freedom Writers” novel. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

There are many topics that can be analyzed in this novel, especially about 
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teaching techniques. This novel has a good message for the readers and valuable to be 

analyzed. Based on that reason, the writer scoped this study on the teaching 

techniques used by Erin Gruwell in The Novel “The Freedom Writers Diary” 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

There are several key terms used in this study that must be clarified. In order to 

avoid misunderstanding, the writer defines the key terms as follows: 

1. Analysis is the process of sorting, arranging, coding, and in other ways looking for 

patterns in data for the purpose of coming up with findings ( Bogdan and Biklen, 

2007: 271). 

2. Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do something, gives 

instructions, guide in the study of something, provide with knowledge, cause to 

know or understanding (Brown, 2007: 8). In this study, teaching means helping 

students learn to get knowledge and information so that understand about 

something. Showing or helping someone to learn how to do something. 

3. Technique is specific activities manifested in the classroom that are consistent 

with a method and therefore in harmony with an approach as well (Anthony in 

Brown: 1994) in this study, technique means the tool used by Erin Gruwell to 

Handle the class.  

4. Novel is one of literary works, According to Edward (1990), this novel is written 

by Erin Gruwell. 

5. Freedom Writer is title of the title of the novel that would be analyzed on this 

thesis. 


