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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

English is one of International languages that have existed in our country to

communicate with others. Through the learning process, we often face many kinds of

problems due to the difficulties of mastering the spoken and writing patterns in it.

That is why not many people are successful in gaining the perfect usage of English.

English is also one of compulsory subjects taught in senior high school. In

order to master English, students have to learn the whole things about English.

According to Brown (2001: 232), there are four skills in English, namely: listening,

speaking, reading and writing as the paramount importance in English teaching. It

means learners can be judged as good in English language when they master those

four skills.

Listening is one of the four English language skills that becomes initial skill

that the learner needs to achieve before mastering three other skills. It can be seen

from the phase of the human learning process. Firstly, a new-born baby listens others’

voices and sounds in his/her environment to get linguistic input, then learns to speak,

read and write. Therefore, listening is English language skill that should not be

ignored in teaching English language skills. Cahyono and Widiati (2011) explain that

the success of listening instruction is determined by the types of material and the

media used to present the listening material. Therefore, with the responsibility of
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various materials and the media have to be used, the teacher should recognize to use

the media and make it appropriate with the materials taught.

Brinton, (2000, in Celce and Murcia, 2001) explains that media can help to

motivate students by bringing a slice of real life into the classroom and help them

process information. It can also free the teacher from excessive explanation. Thus,

using media is suggested because of its importance and benefits. Further, there are

various media which can be used by teacher, such as video, movies, picture, and so

forth.

Based on the observation on March 2011 done by the writer which was

conducted by asking directly to the second grade students about English subject, it

was gotten information that listening in SMA Muhammadiyah I Malang got less

session in teaching because teaching English was more focused on reading, speaking

and vocabulary. In addition, the students of the second grade were less interested in

joining listening class using audiovisual media. From the facts known, the writer was

curious on the media and the techniques used by the teacher in teaching listening that

made the students were less interested in listening.

Since the writer was interested in focusing the study on listening, the media

would be analyzed here were audiovisual media. According to Callahan & Clark

(2001), audiovisual media can often serve to facilitate understanding and eliminate

some of verbalism. Besides oral description, it is accompanied by presentation of

visual images.
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Related to this study, there was previous study which was conducted by

Firdaus (2011) entitled Using Video to Enhance Students’ Listening Comprehension.

He found that video materials could be used to teach listening. It could get students’

attention, then made them fully comprehend the material that was given to them.

The previous study dealt with the teaching listening using video. Different

from those previous study, this study was focused on audiovisual media and

techniques used in teaching listening. Therefore, the writer would like to conduct the

research with title “Instructional Audiovisual Media in Listening English Teaching of

Second Year Students at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang”.

1.2 Statement of the problems

The writer states the problems of the study as follows:

1. What are audiovisual media used by the teacher in teaching English

listening of second year students at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang?

2. How does the teacher use audiovisual media in teaching listening at SMA

Muhammadiyah 1 Malang?

3. What is the teacher’s perception of the use of the media to improve

students’ listening skill?
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1.3 Purposes of the study

Based on the problems above, the purposes of the study are:

1. To know the kinds of audiovisual  media used by teacher in teaching

English listening of second year students at SMA Muhammadiyah 1

Malang.

2. To know how the teacher used the media in teaching English listening of

second year students at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang.

3. To know the teacher’s perception of the use of media to improve

students’ listening skill at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang.

1.4 Significance of the study

This study is expected to be significantly useful for the English teachers and

students not only at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang, but also other schools that use

media as their aids to help English teaching learning process. The variety and

sophistication of instructional audiovisual media used is hoped to improve the

attractiveness to students to learn English. Besides that, through audiovisual media,

the teacher can find a new way of teaching model to deliver the material of English

subject and to give a great impact on learners in teaching learning process in class of

English subject to stimulate learners in adapting English material easier.
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1.5 Scope and limitation

The scope of the study is instructional audiovisual media in teaching listening

activity. It is limited to the instructional audiovisual used by the teacher in teaching of

listening at the second year students of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang.

1.6 Definition of key terms

To focus the discussion and to reach its correct understanding, the writer

will explain some definitions of the terms that are applied in this thesis:

1. Instructional Media is all aids mechanical and non-mechanical, glossy

and non-glossy, commercially available and teacher-made which are

provided for the creative construction in the teaching (Brinton in Celce

and Murcia, 2001).

2. Audiovisual Media is certain teaching tools that rely upon sight and sound

(Callahan and Clark, 2001).

3. Instructional Audiovisual Media is any method of communicating

information from instructor to student, which currently popular examples

include whiteboards, overhead transparencies, slides, video, projected

computer images and standing at the front of a room talking in a loud

voice (Freese, 2004).

4. Teacher’s Perception of Media is teacher’s prediction upon what they feel

about what media can do in teaching-learning process (Taiwo, 2009).


