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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

As an introduction, the first chapter in this study discusses (1) background of 

the study, (2) statement of the research problem, (3) purpose of the study, (4) 

significance of the study, (5) scope and limitation of the study, and (6) definition of 

the key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 

Variation is a natural part of human language, and it is influenced by such 

factors as socioeconomic status, region and ethnic (Wardhaugh: 2003).  In terms of 

variation, there are two types of language variations: based on its user and based on 

the uses.  Based on its users, it is divided into two parts, they are idiolect and dialect.  

Based on its uses, it is divided into two parts, they are register and style. 

According to Holmes (2001:246), language style refers to language variation 

which reflects changes in situation factors.  It means that in communication, a speaker 

talks in different ways depending on the situation where she or he speaks, and these 

different ways of speaking can carry different social meanings.  Furthermore, 

language style may be expressed in different forms of address, in the use of tag 

questions, in different ways of asking question, in choosing one word over another, as 

well as in the ways that different vowels and consonants are pronounced.  

According to Joos (1967, in Nababan 1986:22), the language used in 

conversation with friends is casual, the language that does not change is frozen, 
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complete sentences and specific word usage is formal, the language used in 

conversation with colleagues or peers is consultative, and the language between 

lovers (and twins) is intimate. 

The way someone speaks on any occasion in fact depends on several factors 

other than sex.  A woman may speak differently when talking to her mother about 

clothes than when discussing a problem with classmates in a university seminar.  

Holmes (2001) says that there are four components that affect the way people speak.  

They are the participants (who are speaking and who are they speaking to?), the 

setting or social context in the interaction (where are they speaking?), the topic (what 

is being talked about?) and the function (why are they speaking?). 

Jespersen’s work, Language: It’s Nature, Development and Origin (1922) has 

attracted the writer attention as one of the rare works which looked at women’s 

language in earlier times.  In the chapter entitled “The Woman”, Jespersen 

confidently asserts that, for example: women speak more politely than men, and have 

smaller and less varied vocabularies.  Women differ from men in their use of certain 

adjectives such as “pretty” and “nice”, and adverbs such as “vastly” and “so”.  His 

claim could be interpreted that women use a different language from men.  So, the 

explanation above shows that woman has special language which the men have not.  

There have been several studies investigating women’s language from 

different perspectives.  Dewi (2001) conducted a sociolinguistics study on speech 

feature of female students of Petra Christian University while gossiping in campus 

and found there are indeed certain characteristics of Women’s speech features as seen 

through their gossip, like lexical hedges and intensifier.  Then, Agustine (2004) 
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conducted a similar study on the Female VJs of MTV Indonesia and found the female 

VJs adopted all of women’s speech features. Furthermore, Ani (2010)’s study on 

women’s language used by the main character of “Thirteen” movie found some of 

women’s language used by the main when she speaks with her friend.  Like, empty 

adjective that often she used in her conversation with all character in that movie.  

Those previous studies above were conducted in informal contexts. 

In Franziska’s research (2005), she conducted a Sociolinguistic Study on 

women’s language in a formal context used by English students during their 

presentation in class.  She found that English Students use tag question, lexical 

hedges, declarative, and super polite form as seen through their presentation.  Another 

research has been conducted by Nafsiyah (2010) who focused on an analysis of 

language style used by English club’s debaters at International Language Forum 

(ILF) of University of Muhammadiyah Malang.  She found that there are two kinds 

of language style used by English club’s debaters at ILF of Muhammadiyah 

University.  The first is formal style which was usually used in the opening and in the 

closing and sometimes in the middle of the debate.  The second was consultative 

often used in the middle of the debate.  Then, there are four factors influencing the 

language style used by English club’s debaters at ILF of Muhammadiyah University, 

they are situation, emotion, motion or topic of debate, and opponent. 

Previous studies above explain about the use of women’s language in 

particular contexts.  This study has differences with previous studies.  The previous 

studies have different research objectives which tend to investigate women’s 

language in determining its type and frequency of occurrence without giving deep 
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explanation related to the context.  For example, Nafsiyah(2010) has conducted a 

study about language style used by debaters without distinguishing the gender while 

the others have similar studies about woman’s speech feature but in informal context.  

It’s different with this study because the writer will distinguish the gender of the 

study and the object of this study is female debaters, so in formal context.  Then, 

Franziska(2005) has done a study about women’s language in formal context, but the 

subjects of her study are not a debater. The subject used in this research is female 

debaters which are recorded while they are debating in formal setting.  It tries to 

investigate the phenomena of female’s language style in relation with its type and 

how it is used in debate. 

 

1.2 Research Problem 

 

Based on the background of study, the researcher states the problem as 

follows: 

“How is the style of language used by female members of ILF University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang in debate activities?” 

 

1.3  Purpose of the study 

This study has a purpose to find out how the style of language used by female 

members of ILF University of Muhammadiyah Malang in debate activities. 

 

1.4 Significance of the study 

 

The result of this research is expected to give practical contribution for the 

Sociolinguistics lecturers to be a source and empirical data in teaching about female’s 
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language style.  They can use this research as an example how female’s language 

style used by debaters. 

It is hoped that this research becomes site reading for linguistic students to 

learn more about female’s language style.  Practically, they can learn how female’s 

language style is used in women’s speech in order to know their speech characteristic 

through debate. 

This research is hoped to be able to give contribution and foundation for 

future researchers who are interested in female’s language style deeply.  Furthermore, 

this research becomes comparison for future research especially in analyzing female’s 

language style. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 

The scope of this research focuses on Sociolinguistic study especially in 

language style as seen through the speech of the debaters while they are debating. 

To avoid broadening the discussion, the researcher limits the research and 

focuses on the language style of the female debate members of International 

Language Forum (ILF) at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

 

1.5 Definition of the Key Terms 

 

The following definitions of the key terms are intended to avoid ambiguity or 

misinterpretation.  These terms are: 

Gender is the term used to describe socially constructed categories based on 

sex ( Eckert, 2003:5). 
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Female’s language style is a language that signifies the characteristics of 

women which includ hedging, tag question, rising intonations on declaratives, empty 

adjectives, specialized vocabularies, intensifiers, hypercorrect grammar, super polite 

forms, avoidance of strong swear words and emphatic stress.  These characteristics 

will be observed and analyzed while the women are debating (adapted from Lakoff : 

1975). 

International Language Forum (ILF) is an active English Club organized to 

improve student ability in English for all students of every department at University 

of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

Debaters in this study are a member of International Language Forum who is 

engaged in a debate activity. 

 

 


